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Mteyef Hawatueh seeks coordination 


tr -TT rouowiM bis arrival, Mr. Hawatmeh 
sm coOTdmatKm with Jordan and the other Arab countries bordering 
rV^Tj.IrJ? SCIlt ^ to P* 016 ®* Palestinian and Arab rights.” He said 

resulting Sept. 13 agree mem between 
v2f smK: M**"" 0 ® Organisation (PLO) had dealt a 
severe Wow to this coordination. Mr. Hawatmeh, who is based in 
tramascus, is a frequent visitor to Jordan. 
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Hamas will not surrender fugitives 

AMMAN (R) — The Islamic Resistance Movement. Hamas, vowed 
Monday not to surrender activists sought by Israel and denounced the 
surrender of members of Yasser Arafat’s Fateh. Hamas said the 
surrender Sunday of eight members of Mr. Arafat's mainstream 
faction to Israeli forces in the occupied Gaza Strip was a “dangerous 
move which was carried under instructions of the PLO leadership to its 
activists.” This b “a negative phenomenon coming from the orders of 
the PLO leadership and carries dangerous signs. ... “We call on the 
Fateh fugitives and other factions to bold steadfast in this phase and 
not heed the defeatist steps of the Palestinian leadership, ’ Moham- 
mad Nazal, the Jordan representative of Hama*! , told Reuters. He 
vowed that “Hamas fugitives will continue their resistance to the 
enemy and will never give themselves or their weapons up to the 

occupation authorities. Palestinians say Hamas fugitives form tbe 
largest number on Israel’s wonted list and Sunday's surrender (see 
rage 2) brought to 19 the number of Fateh mOitams who have taken 
Israel's amnesty offer. Hamas says their fugitives may number less 
than 100. 
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U.N. car missing 
at Iraq-Kuwait front 

KUWAIT (AP) — United Na- 
tions observers said Monday 
one of the cars they use to 
patrol the emirate's volatile 
border with Iraq was missing. 
A newspaper report said it was 
stolen by Iraqi troops. If con- 
finned, the theft would be the 
latest border incident following* 
a series of shootings and incur- 
sions oyer the past two months 
that coincided with work on a 
defensive border trench 
Kuwait is digging. Abdul Latif 
Kabbaj, spokesman for the 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOM), would 
not give any information cm 
when or how the car dis- 
appeared. He also refused to 
comment on a report in .the 
Kuwaiti newspaper A1 Watan 
that the vehicle was seized by 
Iraqis in the border area Sun- 
day night after they threatened 
the- two unarmed officers rid- 
ing in if and maria them get 
out. 

GCC to improve 
security cooperation 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — In- 
terior ministers from the Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Monday dismissed a common 
strategy to improve security 
cooperation, at a meeting here 
ahead of the* annual GCC sum- 
mit in Riyadh next month. 
Security officials said the 
strategy included standardising 
arms and other systems used 
by GCC police 'and civil de- 
fence forces, joint training, 
cooperation on immigration 
and airport security,- imbnna- 
tion-exc b a ngc - a nd joint action 
to combat drugs and terrorism. 
The ministers, from Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Oman, 
Qatar and Bahrain, also dis- 
cussed a proposal on open bor- 
ders for their nationals, in line 
with their stated target of in- 
tegration. The strategy, was 
mapped out by interior minis- 
try undersecretaries at talks 
last week. 

Kurdish protesters 
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PARIS (AFP) — Police 
arrested 50 Kurdish protesters 
in central Paris Monday as they 
gathered for a demonstration 
to protest a countrywide swoop 
last Thursday against alleged 
sympathisers of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (FKK). French 
authorities banned the demon- 
stration on Sunday. Twenty- 
four of 111 Kurds pideed up 
last Thursday were indicted on 
Sunday on conspiracy and ter- 
rorism charges (See page 2)- 
Three of the 23 were freed and 
21 remanded in custody, 
among them the two alleged 
leaders in France of the separ- 
atist PKK, Gultckin Kavak, 27 
and Setcan Aydin, 29. 

India, South Africa 
establish full ties 

NEW DELHI (AP) — After 
five . decades on the front line 
of the anti-apartheid move- 
ment, India established full di- 
plomatic relations with South 
Africa on Monday.. Foreign 
Mi ni sters Dinesh Singh and 
R.F. Botha of South Africa 
signed documents to open 
embassies in the two countries 
and hold regular meetings be- 
tween officials. “This is a his- 
toric moment,” Mr. Botha said 
after signing the two-page 
agreement. “I look forward to 
a new era of friendship.” With 
more than one million people 
of Indian origin in South Afri- 
ca, India was an early campaig- 
ner against the policy of racial 
discrimination. 

Pakistan alleges 
Indian firing 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Indi- 
an troops have sprayed a Kash- 
mir border school with 
machine gun fire, seriously 
wounding 3 teacher and two 
students, the official Associ- 
ated Press of Pakistan (APP) 
said Monday. The “unpro- 
voked gunfire from across the 
tine of control dividing the 
Pakistani and Indian parts of 
Kashmir occurred Sunday in 
the Toroti area, APP said. 
Three maduoegun bursts were 
-fired at tbe government-run 
middle, school in tire second 
such attack on the school this 
month, the agency said. 


King opens 12th 
Parliament today 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein today opens the 12th 
Parliament with a traditional 
speech from the Throne in 
which he is expected to address 
the peace process, the econo- 
mic situation, and the demo- 
cr&tisation process in the King- 
dom among other issues of 
local and regional importance. 

■The two houses of Parlia- 
ment will then hold separate 
sessions in which they will 
choose committees to respond 
to the King’s speech. 

■ The Upper House of Parlia- 
ment (Senate), which was 
announced Thursday, will elect 
its permanent office, which in- 
dudes deputy and assistant 
speakers and members of its 
various committees after sena- 
tors take the oath. 

Hie Lower House will then 
go into sesaon after taking the 
Oath under the chair manship of 
tbe oldest deputy to elect a 
speaker, two deputy speakers 
and two assistant speakers. 

The elected speaker will 
then chair the meeting of the 
House and deputies-elect will 
choose a committee to respond 
to the King's speech and form 
other committees in accord- 
ance with the internal regula- 
tions of the House. 

Former Prime Minister Tah- 
er A1 Masri appears set to win 
his bid for the speakership of 
the House after many deputies 
and at least two of the four 
parliamentary blocs indicated 
they would support him. 

The 18-member bloc of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) is 
fielding Tafileh Deputy Abdul- 
lah Akaileh but most observers 
believe Dr. Akaileh will not 
pose a serious challenge to Mr. 
Masri. 

Observers say the IAF will 
support Mr. Masri against 
other candidates at a second 


round of balloting if none of 
the contenders for the speak- 
ership win the required abso- 
- lute majority at the first round 
and if it becomes certain that 
Dr. Akaileh is out of tbe race. 

The 22-member Democratic 
Progressive Coalition (DPC), a 
bloc formed on Sunday ' by 
nationalist, leftist and centrist 
deputies-elect, is expected to 
support Mr. Masri and so is the 
eight-member Jordan National 
Front (JNF) if it does not field 
a can d idate of its own. 

Fawzi Tuaimeb, spokesman 
for the National Action Front, 
has said two of the 18 members 
of his bloc are interested in 
running for the speakership. 

Observers believe, however, 
that the bloc-will not be able to 
field a successful candidate be- 
cause an NAF candidate will 
not be able to win an absolute 
majority at a first round of 
balloting and the IAF is ex- 
pected to vote against him if he 
is one of the two contenders at 
a second round. 

The NAF, which was formed 
last week under the leadership 
of Karak Deputy-elect Abdul 
Hadi A1 Majali, is expected to 
give a vote of confidence to a 
government headed by Prime 
. Minister Abdul Sal am A1 Ma- 
jali. The IAF strongly-opposes 
that. 

The government is constitu- 
tionally required to ask the 
House for a vote of confidence 
no later than 30 days after it 
convenes. Dr. Majali is ex- 
pected to retain his position, 
but observers expect him to 
form a new government or 
introduce a limited reshuffle to 
■the current Cabinet before he 
asks for a vote of confidence 
from the House. 

Observers say the majority 
of the new deputies wil] not 
challenge tbe government’s 
policy on the peace process 
and the Kingdom's Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)- 


sponsored economic adjust- 
ment programme. But they ex- 
pect the new House to press 
the government bard on 
“bread & nd butter” issues 
which do mina ted the election 
Campaign- 

Observers say the new de- 
puties will require government 
commitments to deal more 
effectively with unemploy- 
ment, poverty, services and 
other issues pertaining to the 
direct needs of the electorate 
before they give the govern- 
ment a vote of confidence. 

Such concerns took promin- 
ence over major political issues 
when parliamentary candidates 
vied for the support of voters 
during the country’s first multi- 
party elections since 1956. 

Tne IAF and some indepen- 
dent Islamist, leftist and pan- 
Arabist deputies are expected 
to withhold confidence from 
the government because of its 
policies on the peace process 
and commitment to tbe econo- 
mic adjustment programmes, 
but most observers say such a 
bloc wfll not pose a real chal- 
lenge to the government. 

IAF sources say that at least 
30 deputies will join an opposi- 
tion bloc that rejects the peace 
process and tte economic 
adjustment programme. 

Demands for measures to 
improve the living standards of 
tbe electorate are also ex- 
pected to be raised during the 
discussion of the draft budget 
law, which is expected to be 
presented to the Honse im- 
mediately after the vote of 
confidence on the government. 

Observers and deputies- 
elect dismissed suggestions 
that the new Honse will be 
easily handled by the govern- 
ment saving tbe 12th Parlia- 
ment will “be as lively as its 
predecessor." 

Only tbe focus of the House 
will shift, observers say. 


Gaza ‘suicide bomber’ killed 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Troops 
shot dead a Palestinian suicide 
bomber as he tried to ram a 
stolen garbage truck into an 
army vehicle on the edge of 
Gaza City Monday, military 
officials said. 

The truck crashed and 
turned over after the fun- 
damentalist, carrying a home- 
made grenade ana a aiife with 
an Islamic Jihad inscription, 
was hit by three bullets. 

Soldiers, who opened fire 
from the vehicle at the head of 
a convoy, escaped unbanned. 

Moamar Saleh Hussein, 20, 
from Gaza City, and a member 
of Islamic Jihad died shortly 
after in hospital, Palestinian 
sources said. He was the 
2139th Palestinian to die from 
Israeli bullets since the upris- 
ing began in December 1987. 

It was the sixth suicide 
bombing Palestinians have car- 
ried out since Sept. 12, The eve 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation autonomy deal, 
but not a single Israeli has been 
killed. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad in Palestine Oiganisation 
said it carried out the suicide 
attack. 

In a statement released in 
Amman, the movement said 
“two fighters of the Seif A1 
Islam Brigades, our armed 
wing in Palestine, carried out 
an attack with a truck on a 
vehide of the Zionist dvil 
administration in southern 
Gaza Monday.” 

The statement said the 
Israelis “claimed the incident 
caused no casualties within 
their ranks.” 

“One of the fijghters was 
martyred after being fatally 
wounded and the second was 
arrested after throwing a gre- 
nade at the occupying sol- 
diers.” 

The organisation, which is 
opposed to the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accord, said it would 
“continue attacks against the 
Zionist occupation forces until 



An unidentifie d Fateh Hawk member gets a hug from a relative 
as he is released after giving himself up to the Israefi army 
Sunday (AFP photo) 


the liberation of all the sacred 
Palestinian territory." 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for the five pre- 
vious suicide bombings in 
which the five attackers all 
died. 

However, 30 Israelis were 
hurt on Oct. 4 when a bomber 
slamm ed a carload of explo- 
sives into a bus near army 
headquarters on the West 
Bank. 

Military sources said the 
army was studying safety mea- 
sures to prevent further suicide 
bombings. 

Meanwhile Hamas claimed 
responsibility for throwing two 
grenades at a Gaza City police 
station Monday. No damages 
or injuries were reported. 

Also Monday, the army con- 
firmed it sent orders to some 
reserve soldiers to show up for 
duty* in late December to over- 


Gaza ancf Jericho. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
accord, withdrawal is to begin 
Dec. 13 and to be completed 
by April 13. 

Attached to the order was a 
letter saying: “As you know, 
Israel is involved in a process 
that I hope in the end will lead 
to peace ... and I hope you also 
want to take part in this pro- 
cess.” The letter was signed by 
an army major. 

Israeli dailies which pub- 
lished the letter Monday said 
several reserve soldiers plan- 
ned to refuse service. 

Army officials said the ma- 
jor acted on his own in plug- 
ging the peace process. They 
would not comment on the 
date of Dec. 29 cited in the 
letter as the start of the with- 
drawal operation. 

(Continued on page 10) 



His Majesty King Hussein is briefed Monday by Interim- Minister Saiameh Hammad on a new bmkfing for tbe Interior Ministry 
(Photo tty Yousef 'Allan) 

Foundation stone laid for Interior Ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty Kina Hussein Mon- 
day laid the foundation stone 
for a new Ministry of Interior 
complex at Irjan m northwest 
Amman and listened to a 


briefing on the project to be 
earned out by t 
Public' Works. 


oject to be 
Ministry of 


The 5,493-square-metre 
building will cost JD 1.6 mil- 


lion, the King was told. 

According to the Ministry 
of Public Works, the bnflding 
will be ready for occupancy 
by July 1995. 

King Hussein unveiled a 
commemorative plaque at 
the site before he laid tbe 
foundation stone. 

Interior Minister Saiameh 
Hammad delivered an 


address, noting that the new 
complex would enable die 
employees to implement 
programmes to better carry 
out their duties. 

Present at the ceremony 
were Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am A1 Majali, Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi, 
Royal Court Chief* ‘SfiariT 
Zeid Ben Shaker and other 


officials, including the direc- 
tors of General Intelligence 
and Public Security depart- 
ments. 

It was later announced that 
King Hussein conferred on 
Mr. Hammad the Jordanian 
A1 Kawkab Medal of the 
First Order in recognition of 
his efforts and performance 
of duty. 


Israel-PLO talks resume in Egypt today 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
• Israel and the 
iberatioD Organisa- 
tion (PLO) hold autonomy 
talks in Cairo Tuesday and in 
the Sinai town of El Arish for 
the first time Wednesday, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s spokesman said 
Monday. 

The Cairo track, focussed on 
security issues* under the Sept. 
13 autouomy deal, had been 
scheduled to resume Monday, 
but was delayed a day to allow 
Mr. Rabin to brief his dele- 
gates, spokesman Gad Ben Ari 
told AFP. 

The discussions in El Arish, 
Egypt, wfll cover the transfer 
ofavil authority to the Palesti- 
nians who are due to take 
charge of health, education, 
direct taxation, tourism and 
social welfare for the five-year 
interim period in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Ben Ari said Mr. Rabin 
met the Israeli delegations on 


Sunday following his return 
from a 10-day visit to North 
America and was to see them 
again Monday. _ . 

General Gadi Zohar, head 
of Israel’s military administra- 
tion on the West Bank, will 
lead the delegation in El Arish, 
the spokesman said. The 
Palestinians will be led by 
Ramallah businessman Jamu 
Tarafi, according to Israel 
Radio. 

Troops are due to start a 
four-month withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho from Dec. 13 
(see page 10). 

Reserve army units who will 
dismantle Israeli military in- 
stallations on the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho have been called 
up for tbe end of December, 
military sources said. 

The withdrawal wOl last four 
months under the Palestinian 
autonomy deal. 

Tbe units wfll also have the 
job of preparing new bases to 
house the troops pulled out of 


the Strip. 

A plan is being worked out 
to detail which roads and 
equipment wfll be used for tbe 
withdrawal, the sources said. 

Some of the bases could be 
handed over to the new 
Palestinian authorities and 
others destroyed. 

The operation will be laun- 
ched once agreement is 
reaching at talks in Egypt to 
implement the autonomy 
accord. 

An Israeli proposal to keep 
troops on tbe Gaza Strip after 
Dec. 13 caused a brief break- 
down in the talks but tbe two 
sides are now heading for a 
compromise under which sol- 
diers will guard the 4.000 Jew- 
ish settlers who live in Gaza. 

The army pulled some~!bl- 
diers and equipment out of the. 
largest military base in Gaza 
City, overnight Saturday- 
Snnday. 

People living near the “seaf- 
ront” camp saw troops and 


equipment leaving throughout 
tire night and pan of the site, 
which also includes a border 
guard post and a jail holding 
240 Palestinians, was deserted 
open space Sunday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat will pay official 
visits to Greece this week, a 
Greek government spokesman 
said on Monday. ■ 

Mr. Peres will arrive Tues- 
day for talks with Socialist 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou and Foreign 
Munster Karolos Papouljas. 
spokesman Evangelos 
Venizelos said. 

Mr. Arafat will arrive on 
Wednesday for a one-day visit 
and will meet Mr. Papandreou 
and Mr. Paponlias as well as 
Arab ambassadors in Athens, 
he. said. 

Government officials de- 
clined to say how long Mr. 
Peres would stay and whether 
there would be an Arafat- 
Peres meeting. 


U.N. frees 7 more 
Aideed supporters 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
United Nations forces Monday 
released from detention seven 
of warlord Moham- 
Farah Aideed, who freed 
a captured American pilot and 
a* Nigerian soldier last month. 

The U.N. still holds 19 
Somalis including General 
Aideed's chief financier Os- 
man Ato and two other of his 
top aides. The three are being 
held separately at a secret loca- 
tion. 

U.N. officials said some de- 
tainees would probably be 
charged with “militia activity.” 
They did not specify whether 
they would be tried by a Soma- 
li or as international court. 

Gen. Aideed's insistence 
that the U.N. free all prisoners 
has been an obstacle to nego- 
tiations with the world body, 
diplomats said. 

But Gen. Aideed. who made 
his first public appearance in 
five months last week after the 
U.N. cancelled its order to 
arrest him for allegedly master- 
minding the killings of 
peacekeepers, has met 
Washington’s special envoy 
Robert Oakley. 

U.N. military officers gave 
the ex-detainees a wad of 
Somali shilling for bus fare 
home after they walked out of 
the U.N. detention facility at 


the Mogadishu University 
compound. 

Tne seven sarong-dad men, 
mostly in their 20s and 30s, 
clutched plastic bags contain- 
ing their personal effects as 
they boarded battered pickup 
trucks used as communal taxis 
and v anishe d into Mogadishu’s 
dusty, rubble-strewn streets. 

U.N.' spokesman' David 
Stockwell described them as 
“low-level players." 

Ahmad Warsame, 447 said 
he had been arrested in a raid 
on his home by U.S. Rangers. 

“They detained me because 
I am a supporter of the SNA” 
(Gen. Aideed’s Somali Nation- 
al Alliance), said Warsame, 
who described himself as a 
businessman. 


“They asked me if I knew 
where Aideed was,” be said. 
“They questioned me four or 
five times.” 

Abdul Kadir Abdi Hussein, 
33, who used to work as a 
translator for foreign journal- 
ists, said he had been held for 
“almost two months.” 




“Now I must look for a job.* 
U.S. soldiers meanwhile 
test-fired Howitzers into the 
Indian Ocean from positions 
just outside Mogadishu. 


Aziz begins talks 
with U.N. envoys 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Iraq Monday began a round of 
intensive discussions and lob- 
bying aimed at persuading 
weapons experts and the U.N. 
Security Council that the U.N. 
oil embargo should be lifted. 

But the current talks were 
not expected to lead to swift 
lifting of tbe embargo, espe- 
cially at a time of tension along 
the Iraq-Kuwait border ana 
reports of an alleged Iraqi 
poison gas attack on Shiite 
Muslims in southern marshes. 

Lifting the devastating oil 
embargo is tied spedfidally to 
Iraq’s fulfillment of certain 
weapons-related conditions, 
but the United States and some 
other council members first 
want compliance with all ceas- 
efire terms. 

Tareq Aziz, Iraq’s deputy 
prime minister and best known 
envoy, met Security Council 
President Jose Luiz Jesus to 
press for lifting the embargo. 
He later met Secretary-Gener- 
al Boutros Ghali and other 
U.N. officials. 

He made no comment to 
reporters on the sessions. 

In the afternoon Mr. Aziz 
was to meet privately at the 
residence of Iraq’s U.N. 
ambassador with council and 
other diplomats. He was ex- 
pected to meet there in the 


evening with Rolf Ekeus, head 
of the U.N. commission- 
chaiged with monitoring Iraq’s 
military industries. 

The commission also is in-' 
vestigating reports on the use 
of poison g35 in the south. But" 
U.N. officials said Monday 
that there was no official re-: 
port yet on tbe findings. • 

Later Monday Mr. Jesus, 
who is the ambassador of Cape 
Verde, was to brief the Secur- 
ity Council members behind 
closed doors on the morning 
session with Mr. Aziz. 

The U.N. trade embargo, 
which includes an oil embargo, 
has caused £reat hardship to 
the vast majority of the Iraqi 
people and Iraq urgently seeks 
relief. Some council members, 
such as Morocco and Pakistan, 
also favour easing sanctions on 
humanitariann grounds and 
argue that Iraq has made prog- 
ress in meeting ceasefire terms. 

The security council im- 
posed a total trade embargo, 
including an oil embargo, upon 
Iraq after its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. It reg- 
ularly has reviewed sanctions 
and decided to maintain them, 
tire last time on Nov. 19. 

After the Gulf war the coun- 
cil continued sanctions to en- 

(Coatib^ed on page 3j 
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ebanon marks Independence 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non celebrated its 50th inde- 
pendence anniversary Monday 
with a military parade in Beirut 
and festive marches in an 
Israeli-occupied border en- 
clave. 

Shortly before the cere- 
monies began, Iranian-backed 
guerrillas of Hizbollah attack- 
ed Israeli troops in Israel’s 
self-styled “security zone” with 
mortar fire: 

Security sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said there were no casualties in 
the attack on Tallousah. where 
an Israeli-armoured platoon is 
stationed at the zone's central 
edge. 

The hostilities underlined 
the shakiness of Lebanon's in- 
dependence with troops from 
foreign armies still stationed 
on -its territory after two civil 
wars and two Israeli invasions. 

President Elias Hrawi took 
the review stand flanked by 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Bern as well as senior govern- 
ment officials and Arab and 
western diplomats. 

Army commander General 
Emile Lahoud, dressed in a 
navy admiral's uniform, watch- 
ed from another podium across 
the street as the parade un- 
folded. 

White pigeons were released 
and a 21-gun salute boomed, 
signalling the start of the 80- 
minnte parade at 9 a-m. (0700 
GMT). 

Three 1950s- vintage Haw- 
ker-Hunter jet fighters that 
make up Lebanon’s combat air 
force thundered at low level 
over skeletal, shell-pocked 
buildings overlooking the mid- 


city museum crossing where 
the celebration was held. 

The crossing was a no-man’s 
land throughout the 1975-1990 
civil war, dividing Beirut's 
western and eastern sectors. 
Thousands of people were kil- 
led by sniper fire or shelling on 
the crossing from militias. 

The parade was held under 
tight security. All approaches 
to the scene were sealed off by 
troops and police. People 
watched on balconies from a 
distance, or on television. 

"This is the real hope for us, 
I mean for the people,” said 
Samira Yazbeck, a 26-year-old 
Maronite Catholic school- 
teacher as she pointed to the 
parading troops. “Without 
them, peace annd reconstruc- 
-tion cannot be safeguarded.” 

For Ahmad Natour, a Shiite 
Muslim vegetable vendor, “the 
army is the people's defender 
against the morons from all 
faiths who have destroyed our 
country.” 

Since the end of the civil 
war, Sen. Lahoud has restruc- 
tured the army on non-secta- 
rian basis and boosted its num- 
ber from 37,000 to 45,000, 
including 12 combat bri- 
gades each made up of 2,500 
Muslim and Christian soldiers. 

Columns of U.S.-made M-4 8 
and Russian -designed T-55 
tanks, and U.S.-made M-113 
armoured personnel carriers 
equipped with anti-aircraft 
guns, rumbled past the stand 
under dear skies. 

Taking part for the first time 
were jeeps mounted with 
armour-piercing guns that 
were part of a U.S. consign- 
ment of military aid extended 
three months ago. 


An army women’s bagpipe 
band alternated with military 
Brass bands in trumpeting the 
display of armour. It included 
155-mm U.S.-made howitzers, 
13-mm long-range Russian- 
made field Tguns and truck- 
mounted 40-DarreIed rocket- 
launchers. 

Lebanon was part of the 
Ottoman empire until World 
War I. It came under French 
mandate in 1920 and gained 
independence in 1943. 

The eruption of the civil war 
in April 1975 has left the coun- 
try in shambles with 70 per 
cent of its territory under Sy- 
rian control and 10 per cent 
under Israeli occupation. 

In addition, a force of 5,600 
U.N. peacekeeping troops, 
drawn from 10 countries, 
polices a South Lebanon zone 
that overlaps with Israel's 
“security zone”. 

In the Israeli-occupied strip 
•in South Lebanon, students 
marched in the streets of Has- 
baya, Bint Jbeil and Mar- 
jayoun, provincial capital of 
the zone, waving Lebanese 
flags and shouting independ- 
ence slogans. 

Committed to peace 

President Hrawi said on the 
eve of the independence 
anniversary his government 
was committed to achieving 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East but would not 
make any territorial conces- 
sions. 

“We will not be a stumbling 
stone in the face of peace, but 
we will not make any conces- 
sions over our right to obr land 
and sovereignly,” Mr. Hrawi 
said in a televised message on 
Sunday. 


Kurds under probe in France 


PARIS (Agencies) — Twenty- 
four Kurdish militants have 
been placed under investiga- 
tion for possible involvement 
in a terrorist conspiracy, judi- 
cial sources said Monday. 

The 24 are suspected sup- 
porters of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) which is fighting 
for independence from Tur- 
key, the sources said. 

Twenty-one of them were 
remanded in custody late on 
Sunday night, includin g two 
suspected leaders of the PKK, 
Gultekin Kavak, 27, and Ser- 
can Ay din, 29. 

Investigators said those 
placed under investigation ran 
extortion rackets, levying “re- 
volutionary taxes" on Kurdish 
-and Turkish businesses in 
France to fond the military 
wing of the PKK. 


They were rounded up on 
Thursday in a nationwide op- 
eration aimed at preventing 
attacks on Turkish targets later 
this month, officials said. 
Police also rounded up another 
77 people in the same swoop 
but they have since been re- 
leased. 

Under French law, a judicial 
investigation must be opened 
before charges can be brought 
against a suspect.- “ - 

Daniel Jacoby, president of 
the Intenia tfonal Fede ration of 
Leagues for Human Rights, 
said: 'The aim is to please the 
Turkish government which 
does not respect human rights. 

“The charges are extremely 
fragile and the case is fabri- 
cated artificially,” be said. 

Commenting on the round- 
up and a similar operation 


against suspected Algerian 
Muslim fundamentalists earlier 
this month. Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua said on Sunday 
that terror croups threatened 
France and Europe. 

“There is an increased threat 
(to terrorism), more risks, in 
Western Europe in general and 
in France in particular,'' he 
told TF1 Television. 

“A certain’ number of '{fSS-S- 
ign) political organisations fetid 
associations are taking advdd- 
tage of France's hospitality and' 
using the freedom they have on 
our soil to turn our country 
into a rear base for terrorism." 
Mr. Pasqua said. 

Mr. Pasqua empathized with 
Kurds victimised by the gov- 



Lebanese soldiers parade on the former green line for the 50th anniversary of independence from 
France Monday amid calls on’ the government to rid the country of foreign troops (AFP photo) 


U.S. worried over 
Yemeni unity 


eraments in Turkey and Iraq, 
where the ethnic Kurdish re- 
gion lies. 


SANAA (Agencies) — The 
United States, worried about 
Yemen's unity, has repeated 
calls for a peaceful end to the 
worst political crisis in the 
country's 2-& years as a single 
state. 

"The failure of unity and 
democracy in Yemen will have 
negative effects on the region 
and the Yemeni people in par- 
ticular,** Yemen’s official 
SABA news agency 'quoted 
LLS. Ambassador Arthur 
Hughes as telling President All 
Abdullah Saleh. 

It was the second time in 10 
days that the United States has 
urged a peaceful resolution of 
the political conflict between 
Mr. Saleh and his estranged 
vice-president, southerner Aii 
Salem A1 Beedh. 

One diplomat said: "The 
U.S. message is certain to have 
a considerable weight on all 
parties. This is the "most une- 
quivocal expression of 
Washington's concern over un- 
ity and it is not likely to go 
unheeded.” 

Margaret Dean, director of 
the U.S. State Department's 
Arabian Peninsula office, vi- 
sited Yemen last week and 
discussed the crisis 

Diplomatic sources said the 
U.^.was.woaied that instabil- 
ity m Yemen could spill over to 
neighbouring countries in the 
Arabian Peninsula .aoi-pess- 
ibly the horn of Africa. 

Political sources said a dia- 
logue between the feuding par- 
ties of Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beedh — who led North and 
South Yemen respectively be- 
fore union in 1990 — was 
expected to begin in Sanaa on 
Monday and could mark the 
start of a thaw. 


The sources said U.S. diplo- 
mats have been in touch with 
Mr. Beedh and Mr. Hughes 
was likely to visit Aden, rhe 
stronghold of Mr. Beedh 's Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP). 

Mr. Beedh retired to Aden 
three months ago over differ- 
ences with Mr. ""Saleh and his 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC) on political and econo- 
mic reforms. 

On Saturday Mr. Saleh met 
members of Yemen's opposi- 


tion parties who were trying to 
set up a meeting between him 
and Mr. Beedh. 


Abdul Rahman Ai Jeffy, 
leader of the Yemen League 
Party, said the three parties in 
Yemen’s ruling coalition were 
close to agreement on a meet- 
ing on Monday. 

The three parties are the 
GPC, YSP and Islah. which 
emerged after lest April's elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Jefry told Reuters he 
had talks on Sunday with 
Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr Al Anas, a YSP member, 
and said: “The YSP has agreed 
in .principle to attend.” 

It was not clear if Mr. 
Beedh, who has not met Mr. 
Saleh for three months, was 
to lead the YSP delegation to 
the meeting. Mr. Jefry -said* 
Mr. Saleh told opposition lead- 
ers he was ready to attend the 
meeting regardless of 'who 
headed the YSP team. 

Deputy Premier Mujahid 
Abu Shawareb and Sheikh 
San an Abu Luhum, a former 
adviser to Mr. Saleh, were to 
attend. Both were involved in 
intensive mediation efforts be- 
tween Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beedh over the past few 
weeks, political sources said. 


Arafat loses grip on stronghold in Lebanon 


By Muvtasser Abdullah 

Agcocc France Prcsse 

AIN’ AL HILWEH, Leba-’ 
non — Yasser Arafat has lost 
control of what was long one 
of his major strongholds in 
Lebanon — the 'Ain Al Hil- 
weh refugee camp, home to 
80,000 Palestinians. 

Portraits of Mr. Arafat, 
chairman of Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and head of the PLO’s main 
faction Fateh, disappeared 
from the narrow, dusty 
streets of the largest Palesti- 
nian refugee camp in Leba- 
non after he signed the agree- 
ment with Israel on limited 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
occupied territories in Sept. 
13. 

The walls of 'Ain Al Hil- 
weh were covered instead 
with slogans exhorting the 
Palestinians to “continue the 
armed struggle,” and to 
oppose “the shameful agree- 
ment.” 

One of Mr. Arafat's closest 


aides in Lebanon, Mouin 
Shabayta, was shot dead last 
Monday in the southern 
Lebanese town of Sidon, 
where the PLO has its Leba- 
non military headquarters, 
'Ain Al Hilweh lies on the 
town's outskirts. 

Nine days before Sha- 
bayta's killing, Zeid Wehbe, 
Mr. Arafat's former repre- 
sentative in Lebanon, was 
shot and wounded in Sidon. 
Both belonged to Mr. Ara- 
fat's Fateh group. 

The attacks provided furth- 
er evidence of Mr. Arafat's 
weakening grip on 'Ain Al 
Hilweh. 

Slogans hostile to Mr. Ara- 
fat started appearing after a 
revolt within Fateh ranks, 
spearheaded by Munir Ma- 
qdah. - 

The PLO leadership in 
Tunis sacked Colonel Ma- 

a dah from the command of 
ie Fateh militia in Lebanon 
on Oct. 14, because he 
opposed the deal with Israel. 
It named Lieutenant-Colonel 


Badih Kurayem to succeed 
him. 

In retaliation. Col. Ma- 
qdah called on Mr. Arafat to 
resign from the PLO lead- 
ership and announced the 
creation of the “Black 
September 13 , Brigades" — 
named after the date the 
PLO-Israeli accord was 
signed. 

Col. Maqdah said the orga- 
nisation consisted of Fateh 
military officers who “re- 
fused to abandon the armed 
struggle." 

“Black September 13” la- 
ter said it carried out the 
murder of a Jewish settler in 
the occupied territories, de- 
nounced by Mr. Arafat. 

- It also claimed responsibil- 
ity for recent Katyusha rock- 
et attacks on northern Israel, 
branched from Lebanon. 

Of 20 Fateh offices in the 
’Ain Al Hflweh camp. 17 are 
held by Col. Moqdah and 
only three by Mr. Arafat's 
followers. 

In an interview with AFP, 
Mr Kurayem acknowledged 


there was “a deep wound 
within Fateh." 

Meanwhile, Col. Maqdah 
said there way ran attempt 
within", Fateh to “create an 
opposition to the current lead- 
ership, which has deviated 
from its initial goal — armed 
struggle.” He said he had 
won over to his side more 
than 20 of the 32 Fateh poli- 
tical and military officers in 
’Ain Al Hilweh. 

Resentment against Mr. 
Arafat in the camp stems 
from a feeling of abandon- 
ment among residents, 
Palestinians say, because the 
deal with Israel concerns only 
the territories occupied by 
Israel in 1967. 

Ninety per cent of the in- 
habitants of 'Ain Ai HiJweh 
and the majority of the 
Palestinian refugees in Leba- 
non are descendants of peo- 
ple who fled to Lebanon in 
1948 from areas which be- 
came part of the “state of 
Israel." 

The PLO-Israeli deal 
makes no reference to the 


right of the 1948 refugees to 
return. At the same time 
Lebanon refuses to allow 
them to settle. 

The sense of neglect is 
further aggravated by the fact 
that six months ago Mr. Ara- 
fat stopped sending money to 
the camp because of the 
PLO’s financial crisis, the 
Palestinian officials said. 

However, pro-Syrian 
Palestinian organisations 
failed to take advantage of 
the situation to increase their 
influence. 

They managed to assemble 
no more than a few hundred 
people in the camp to demon- 
strate against the autonomy 
deal. 

According to one long- 
standing resident of 'Ain AI 
Hilweh, 68-year-old Ahmad 
Yassin, all the groups outside 
Fateh lost credibility by being 
"vassals to Arab regimes.” 

He said that despite the 
wounds Mr. Arafat was “still 
the symbol of Palestinian 
sovereignty." 


U.S. House 
condemns 
Khartoum 
government 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
House of Representatives pas- 
sed a bill Sunday condemning 
the government of Sudan for 
severe human rights abuses. 

The non-binding resolution, 
passed by voice vote, calls on 
all factions of the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) to cease hostilities and 
try to resolve their differences 
through peaceful means. 

It also asks Sudan's military 
government to hand over pow- 
er to an elected civilian govern- 
ment as soon as possible and 
recognises the right of the peo- 
ple of southern Sudan to self- 
determination. 

“For some months now, 
along with a number of other 
colleagues, I have been trying 
to call attention to the disaster 
taking place in southern 
Sudan," said New York Re- 
publican Benjamin Gilman. 

“By its abuse, its acts of 
violence, its efforts to create a 
famine in the south, the Khar- 
toum government has made 
itself a pariah,” he said. 

- The rah; -while not blinding, 
Expresses growing congression- 
al concent about the 10-year 
civil war in Sudan, which has 
* Killed uptfPbalf a million peo- 
ple. Lawmakers said war-in- 
duced famine in southern 
Sudanis threatening the lives of 
four million people. 

Southern rebels — black 
Africans and mainly Christians 
or ani mists — started off fight- 
ing for a united secular Sudan 
against what they saw as discri- 
mination by the Arab and 
Muslim north. But in the last 
two years, they have moved 
towards demanding independ- 
ence. 

Florida Democrat Alcee 


the starving in southern Sudan. 
The question is how long will 
we permit Khartoum to be a 
terrorist breeding ground." 

The measure urges the 
Sudanese government and the 
rebel group to cooperate with 
relief groups. 

It also calls on President 
Clinton to appoint a special 
peace representative for 
Sudan, increase humanitarian 
aid through nongovernmental 

S i ana oppose all loans to 
from international lend- 
ing institutions. 

The United States contri- 
buted more than $130 million 
in humanitarian aid to Sudan 
in 1992 and 1993. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S.House condemns boycott of Israel 

WASHINGTON (R) — The House of Representatives on Sunday 
passed a resolution condemning the long-standing Arab 
League boycott of Israel and calling it an impediment to 
Middle East peace. The non-binding resolution, passed 421-1, 
urges the Arab League and the United States to work to end 
both the direct boycott against Israel and a related .boycott 
against firms with commercial ties to that nation. “It (boycott) 
is an unecessazy obstacle to a comprehensive peace in the. 
Middle East. It stands as a threat to the increased spirit of 
cooperation and tolerance emerging in the region, ’ said 
Indiana Democrat Lee Hamilton. Since 1948, when Israel was 
founded, most countries in the Arab League have ma int a ine d 
an economic and diplomatic boycott of Israel. The boycott was 
expanded during the 1950s ro include many companies that 
have commercial ties with Israel, including some U.S. firms. 
Lawmakers have said some Arab states are moving in the 
direction of ending the boycott of firms with commercial ties to - 
Israel, fuelled by the recent accord signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation' Organisation. 

8 Fateh men free after surrendering 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Eight members of Yasser 
Arafat's mainstream Fateh faction surrendered to Israeli 
authorities Sunday in the occupied Gaza Strip and were 
promptly released, Palestinian sources said. The army said “a 
number” had surrendered and been released. Palestinians said 
the eight bad been on Israel’s wanted list but that since the 
September self-rule deal they had been informed by the army 
that if they surrendered and vowed not to attack Israelis their 
names would be cleared. The eight, members of the militant 
Fateh Hawks, signed the undertaking at Israeli headquarters 
in Gaza City and were promptly freed to throngs of well- 
wishers who carried pictures or the released men and flashed 
V-for-victory signs. Palestinians said the surrenders on Sunday 
brought to 19 toe number of Fateh militants who have taken 
Israel’s amnesty offer. Among the eight was Anwar Ekdaih, 
25, commander of the Hawks in Khan Younis in the Strip, 
they added. 

Father of Kuwaiti son in Iraqi jail 

KUWAIT (AP) — The father of a Kuwaiti who has been 
missing for months said be received a letter from his son telling 


and showed to the Interior Ministry and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The letter, with a 
passport photo of Falab, said he was sentenced to eight years 
in prison for crossing the border and was doing. the time at 
Abu Ghraib prison. It was not dear how the letter reached the 
father or how Falah crossed the disputed desert border. ICRC 1 
officials could not be reached for comment. A number of 
foreigners and Kuwaitis have been arrested by Iraq for illegal 
entry since the end of the Gulf war that liberated the emirate 
from a seven-month Iraqi occupation in February 1991. 

Egypt rejects U.N. torture allegations 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has rejected U.N. allegations that 
“torture” was carried out on a routine basis in Egyptian 
prisons. 'The Egyptian regime respects human rights and. 
rejects the use oftorture,” against its political opponents, an 
Interior Ministry spokesman told a press conference. General 
Rauf Al Minawi admitted, however, that "excesses” some- ' 
times occurred bat he said “tough measures” were taken 
agajnst those responsible. He said that in 1992, eigjftpQjicft-., 
men were brought before the courts accused of invorwetnenrm 
torture while 20 others had be en sanct ioned. “There is no 
torture in Egyptian prisons,” the spokesman said, adding that 
“some political prisoners inflict injuries on themselves before 
appearing in court so they can pretend they were tortured.*’ 
On Nov. 10, the Egyptian Human Rights Organisation 
presented a report to the United Nations committee against 
torture in Geneva claiming that torture was widespread and 
used in a "systematic and routine fashion" on prison inmates. 
The report said detainees were tortured to extract confessions 
and sometimes as punishment, or even as a favour to 
influential people. 

Khamenei urges world to punch U.S. 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s spiritual leader. Ayatollah Ah 
Khamenei, Sunday urged the nations of the world to “give the 
United States a punch on the mouth” to stop it interfering in 
their affairs. The official IRNA news agency quoted Ayatollah 
Khamenei as saying Iran was powerful enough by itself to 
prevent the United States from intervening, adding it would 
“not allow any power to use it as a tool."The United States 
broke off relations with Iran after its 1979 Islamic revolution, 
led. by Ayatollah Ruhollab Khomeini. “Today governments, 
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the basis for his own $5 million memoirs, Newsweek said. In 
its latest edition on sale Monday, the magazine says Gen.' 
Schwarzkopf, now retired, ejected an official historian from 
hisheadquarters at the very start of the Gulf crisis, in August 
1990. Newsweek said Gen. Schwarzkopf denied the afiega- 
fions. Citing army sources, Newsweek also said the general 
hoarded a minute-by-minute campaign log, battle graphics and 
telephone records, taking the documents wim nim into 
retirement and refusing to share them with researchers. And, 
toe report said, Gen. Schwarzkopf has further miffed his 
tormer comrades id aims by refusing to address army 
audiences while collecting as much as $60,000 per speed) on 
the lecture circuit. Newsweek said Gen. Schwarzkopf denied 
earring historians from his Gulf war headquarters or taking 
omcial documents, adding it was not “good form” to address 
army officers just yet. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tct 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17 JO Lc Monde Sous Marin 

I&30 Bcaumanoir 

19500 News in French 

19:15 Vane tics 

19i30 News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 -Night Court" 

21:10 Brand New Life 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Feature Film: '*Cami0c“ 


News in English 

Feature Film: '*Canu0c“ 

PRAYER TIMES 

Fajr 

(SoarisclDuha 

Ohuhx 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfleb, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
C027S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 62*590. 
Church of the Anaundstion Tel. 
637 WO. 


De b Sufic Church Tel. 661757 
TerraniKta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Arngmoariog TeL 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 


Armenian CaffaoSc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church Tel. 
652576. 

EvongeHcsl Lutheran Church Tel: 
824 323. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 684195 
The Church of Jean Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tel.675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail, and winds will be easterly 
moderate to light. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinTMnx. temp. 
Amman 10/20 


Aqaba 16/28 

Deserts 8/23 

Jordan Valley 15 1 29 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 19.8. Aqaba 27.4, Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 32 per cent. Aqaba 34 
per cem. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ntdal Al Mahstri 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Izza 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

Al Asetna pharmacy 

Namnikh pharmacy 

AlSalam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy” 

Shmetsani pharmacy 

Nairouih pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


. 751672 
.750197 
.831039 
.752971 
. 661912 
.778336 
.637055 
.623672 
.636730 
.644945 
.637660 
.623672 
.847632 


CRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oann 

Alquds pharmacy 


(—1 

M 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa d 989000 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department .... 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoKce ... 192.62UU. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood dank 

Highwav Police 

Traffic Police 

Pnblic Secomy Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information • 

(directors- assistance) 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Elect rieny Authority ... ! 
Electric Power ' 


Company 6363S1 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Kholidi Maternity. J. Aran 
Akiich Maternity, J. Amn. 
Jaba] Amman Maternity... 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcisani 

Shmeisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 


The Islamic, Abdali 

Al-Ahli.Abdali 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 

Al-Bashir. J. Aihrafieh .... 

Army. Marks 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gwq. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

A! Hikma Modem Hospital .... 
UtBID: 

Prwctts Basma Hospital 

Creek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al NaJfces Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


*1381333 

. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
....636140 
. 664171/4 
.... 669I3I 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101.3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
....686100 
.... 674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at ibe Queen Alin International- 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

45:10 .... Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

07*45 Dbahran (Rli 

Mutest. AbuDhabi (RJ) 

J® 5 ?? Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Jf 5 *® Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

London (RJl 

*•; v Cario Rjj 


I09W83323 London (RJ) 

[OWO056O Frankfurt (RJ) 

109)986732 — Cario (Rji 

... 109)990990 17 J0 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

" riBiiraTS Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

... (02)247100 


Pans. Beirut (AF) 

Aden nvj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


WljjlO .... Ar^^m, New'^ork[Rj| 

Vienna Frankfurt (Rjj 

Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

-Pans. Brussels (RJ) 

JJ-lf Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

15*2 ^AbuDh^ffiSj 

Colombo, Singapore (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Aqaba 

. Amsterdam, New York 


Im; Vienna (OS) 

flliS5 Bucharest (So) 

HUAZ railway train 

SflOnjn.ereiy Monday 

Dtp. Damascus 7:30a.m. every Sunday 


« 


Air. Amin* 5:00 p.n. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price tn fib per kg. 


Apple 

-Banana 

Banana (Xfukamniar) 
Beans 

Cabbage ’ 

Carrot 

Cauliflower .... 

Clementine 

Cucumbers (large) „„ 
Cucumbers (smaU) 
Eggplant 


Grapes 

Grape Fruit 

Guava 

Lemon '" mw 

Marrow (huge) .Z." 

Marrow (small) 

Mul uHria 

Olives (green) 

Orange 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (Been) 

gepper fin*) 

PCppcr (sweet).... 

Potato 

Tomaio 

Spinach 


.. 750/450 

680 

.... 620 
700 / 550 
200/120 
- 280*200 
. 240/160 
160/100 
150/100 
300/200 
250/ ISO 
900/700 
.. 580/480 
.. ITOhOO 
. 45CV350 
. 150/ W 
ISO/ 100 
350 / 280 
580/430 
.. 450/350 
360/25% 
220/160 
240/ 180 
200/120 
200/120 
320/200 
420/280 i 
260/200 ' 
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x Trade minister calls for 

manufacturing spare parts 




i- ■ I ^ 


« 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Bassam 
AI Saket Monday opened a 
two-day meeting on spare parts 
manufacturing by stressing Jor- 
dan’ s_ need to enhance the in- 
dustrial sector to attain com- 
prehensive economic develop- 
ment. "We need to manufac- 
ture our own spare parts for 
our own machinery, not only 
because this would save us a 
great deal of foreign currency, 
but also the manufacturing 
business contributes to the 
attainment of development 
targets,” said the minister in an 
opening speech. 

Spare parts can ensure the 
long life of industrial machin- 
ery and can cut production 
costly making Jordanian com- 
modities very competitive in 
the local market and abroad, 
added the minister. 

Noting that Jordan is witnes- 
sing a growing industrial sec- 
tor, the minister said that in- 


dustry has been contributing 
towards reducing the rate of 
unemployment and boosting 
Jordan's foreign trade. 

Dr. Saket thanked the 
Jordanian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) for its endeavours 
in the manufacture of spare 
parts and the ‘ Jor danian 
Armed Forces for its contribu- 
tions in this field. 

Organised by the JEA at the 
Professional Association Com- 
plex, the meeting is attended 
by engineers in the public and 
private sector who will review 
working papers rivaling with 
industrial computers ana mate- 
rials used in the manufacture 
of spare parts, coordination 
between the industrial sector 
and Jordanian universities and 
linking university programmes 
with industry. 

_ Following the opening ses- 
sion, the minister inaugurated 
an exhibition of spare parts 
manufactured locally by sever- 
al Jordanian industrial firms. 


Brass quintet to tune up 
from classical to swing 


By Jean-Clande Ellas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a concert pre- 
sented by National Music Con- 
servatory /Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation, the British Coun- 
cil in Amman and the Forte 
Grand Hotel, the Cambrian 
Brass Quintet will perform at 
the Forte Grand tonight (Tues- 
day) and participate m student 

FoundS in 1981 and based 
in Bir mingham , England, the 
ensemble offers an excep- 
tionally wide range of works. 

Though in the classical main- 
stream, they have also put 
together excellent arrange- 
ments of jazz, swing and even 
popular music. 

Richard Adams and Andrew 
Stone-Fewings on trumpets, 
John CaveQ on’ horn, Kevin 
Pitt on trombone and Melvyn 
Poore on tuba have toured in 
France, Germany, Austria, 


Spain, Canada and Finland. 

They have also appeared on 
several international television 


of their trademarks is 
the important numbers of ori- 
ginal works they have commis- 
sioned. New compositions by 
Thea Musgrave and Stephen 
Simpson have been performed 
by the Cambrian Brass Quintet 
at “premiere” concerts. 

Tbeir high technical exper- 
tise does not prevent the group 
from having a relaxed style 
that makes listening to them a 
real pleasure. 

They believe that above all, 
music must be entertaining. 

Writes the Birmingham 
Evening Mail: “The Cambrian 
cope with equal facility a re- 
pertoire ranging from Gabrieli 
to the Beaties/’ 

During their stay in Jordan, 
the quintet will also participate 
in workshops with music stu- 
dents. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


. : 7!rnr~. 

The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the fisted 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of pottery by H a zhn AI Zu’bi at the Jordan 
Crafts Centre (Al-Aydi) — Jabal Amman, Second Circle 
<9:00-13:00 and 15:00-18:00). 

* Exhibition of Arabic calligraphy at the Student Affairs Deans- 
at the Unfvensity of Jordan. 

* Graphic exhibition by Syrian artist Sa’d Hsjjo at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* I ranian trade exhibit (includes industrial and agricultural 
machinery, construction materials, vehicles, foodstuff, cos- 
metis, and carpets) at the Exhibition Hall on the University 
Rond (10:00-13:00 and 15:00-20:00). 

* Art exhibition by plastic artist Hanan AI Dasouqi at the 
vtfidmf multi-purpose b uilding at the University of Jordan. 

* Art exhibition by plastic artist Anwar H ad d ad m at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition entitled “Mirage” by artist Aha’ AI Shanti at 
Ab'ad Art Gallery — Mecca Street. 

* Exhibition of lithographs by a number of artists at the 
Fircndi Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of coins at (be Spanish Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Fahmi Ai Qaysi at the Afia Art 
Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by artist Hammond Shutout at Baladna Art 
Gallery (Gardens Street). 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Rakan Dabdoub at OrfaU Art 
Gallery (TeL 826932). 

* Art exhibition by a number of artists at the Student Affairs 
Deanstdp Buflding at the University of Jordan. 

* Exhibition of recent paintings by artist Ammar K h a m m a s h 
at Dtarat AI Ftamm of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 
in Jabal Luwdbdeb. Also showing, the permanent exhibition 
(Saturday-Thursday 10:00 aum. to 7:0fi p-m.) 

DRAMAS 

* Drama in Arabic entitled “The Trip of Luck” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

* Drama in Arabic entitled “AI Taratir” at Samir AI Rife’i 
Auditorium at the University of Jordan at 3:00 pm. 

FILMS 

* FOm in French entitled “A Sunday in The Country’* at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6 JO p-m. 

CONCERT 

* Concert by Cambrian Brass Qnintet at the Forte Grand 
Hotel at 7 JO p.m. 

SEMINARS 

* fa Arabk on production and m arketi n g of chfl- 
dreu's dramas at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 


Aziz begins talks at U.N. 


(Continued 
lure Iraq’s compliance with 
ceasefire terms. But the cease- 
ire resolution refers to pennit- 


to resume expoi 
ail. Ii 


rts — 
it says 


— — to mean «... 

hat. Iraq must meet several 
:ey weapon-related condi- 
ions, including destruction of 
' main weapons and accept- 
■ nee of long-terra monitoring. 

The special commission 
rhiefa monitors Iraq's military 
ldnstricx would certify the iift- 
)g of the embargo, once the 


from page 1} 

weapons conditions are" met. 

lira says it has met the 
ovenvnehning, number of ceas- 
efire terms, a^weH as condi- 
tions in paragraph 22. 

The current talks will cover 
the long-term momtoqng of 
Iraq’s weapons industries, to 
ensure that prohibited 
weapons are not reacquired. '■ 
Toe ceasefire bans nuclear, 
chemical, biological and long- 
range ballistic weapons, as well 


Majali says peace talks should not affect economic projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am AI Ma- 
jali Monday said that ongoing 
negotiations for a just ana hon- 
ourable peace should in no way 
affect Jordanian projects and 
programmes. 

Such peace, when it has 
materialised, would yield addi- 
tional fruits according to the 
prime minister, -who added 
that “peace alone can by no 
means determine our econo- 
mic march.” 

Referring to the present 
Jordanian economic situation. 
Dr. Majali said that the coun- 
try has overcome the worst 
circumstances and has trans- 
cended the difficulties that 
emerged in the aftermath of 
the Gulf war. 

Speaking at a meeting in his 
office of the Economic Con- 
sultative Council, the prime 
minister said that the political 
situation in the region had cre- 
ated a wait and see atmosphere 
.for the investors. 

This situation, he added, 
could have been responsible 
for the recent slowdown in the 
economic sector which was 
manifested in a retreat in the 
number of new firms being 
registered in Jordan, less de- 


mand for real estate and a 
draw back in the volume of 
operations at the Amman 
Financial Market. 

This year saw a 5 J per cent 
economic growth in the King- 
dom, while prices only rose at 
the rate of 4.5 per cent, said 
Dr. Majali, adding that this 
meant a higher per capita in- 
come, reaching this year 
$1,500 corapeeredto $1,000 in 
1980, despite difficult econo- 
mic circumstances - resulting 
from the retreat in economic 
dealings with several Arab 
states, and a decline in demand 
for Jordanian phosphate and 
fertilisers. 

Referring to some remaining 
major difficulties, the prime 
minister said that these include 
the foreign debt, the 
harassment of Aqa' 
ships, the decline in fc 
ana the increasing 
growth rates. 

Dr. Majali said the 
meat was patting the 
tenches on the 2994 
budget, adding that a provision 
was made for separate budgets 
for each eovemorale. This pro- 
cedure. he said, was in con- 
formity with the government’s 



i more ant 

hy and' enhancing the process 
of decentralisation. 

Dr. Majali said he hoped 
that the new budget would 
help the country overcome 
poverty and unemployment 
and spur more production and 
a fairer distribution of services. 

The prime minister told the 
meeting that a proposal by the 
Jordanian Businessmen’s 
Association fhat die govern- 
ment reexamine the Customs 
Xaw was being considered. 

This government is deter- 
mined to direct the national 
economy towards more con- 
struction and open the door for 
the public to help deal econo- 
mic problems, said the prime 
minister. 

• He stressed that this govern- 
ment will cooperate closely 
with the Parliament and with 
the Economic Consultative 
Council to attain sustainable 
development and raise the 
standard of living of the Jorda- 
nian citizens. 

Present at the meeting was 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Rahmeh Bint AI Hassan. 

Following the meeting. 
Minister of State for Prime 



Prime Minister Abdul Satam Ai Majali Monday 
presides over a meeting of the Economic Con- 


sultative Council attended by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Rahmeh Bint AI Hassan (Petra 
photo) 


Ministry Affairs Jawad AI 
Anani said the meeting discus- 
sed the Customs Law which. 


he said, was in need of amend- 
ments since its enforcement in 
1983. He said suggestions and 


recommendations by the coun- 
cil would be submitted to Par- 
liament for approval. 


MJABTO. WORKSHOP OH WfcYWL MOBILE 
TtLEC0MH\iHlCAT\0H VfSTBI MTO 
AH NOVENfttR 22 vi- 2Sdi W9? 



Minister of Communications and Postal Affairs • 
Tareq Snheimat (centre) Monday attends the 


opening of the “Arabtel workshop on Digital 
Mobile Telecommunication System” (Fetnf 
photo) 


Technological advances pose challenge 
to developing countries — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Communication and Postal 
Affairs Tareq Snheimat Mon- 
day said our contemporary 
world is characterised by signi- 
ficant accelerated technologic- 
al development which consti- 
tutes the basic element of sci- 
entific progress and economic 
and social development. 

Addressing a regional work- 
shop entitled “Arabtel Work- 
shop on Digital Mobile Tele- 
communication System,” Dr. 
Subeimat said technological 
development poses a great 
challenge to developing coun- 


tries and prompts them to de- 
vise means to acquire adv- 
anced technology and employ 
it for their own development 
programmes. 

This, he said, cannot be 
achieved except through coop- 
eration, exchange of informa- 
tion, expertise and research 
and mobilising Arab capacities 
to advance the telecommunica- 
tions sector with a view to 
enabling it to keep abreast of 
rapid global developments. 

The workshop is organised 
by the Arabtel Development 


Project, in cooperation with 
the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCQ, die re- 
gional office of die Interna- 
tional Telecommunications 
Union and the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

The four-day workshop will 
discuss working papers on 
technical and operational 
aspects of the digital system. 

Taking part in the workshop 
are 60 telecommunications ex- 
perts from Jordan and other 
Arab countries. 


Visiting Russian business delegation 
seeks to promote import/ export links 


AMMAN (Petra) — A spokes- 
man for a Russian delegation 
currently holding talks in Jor- 
dan Monday said that his coun- 
try was concerned with prom- 
oting economic Knlcs with the' 
KJnwiom. 

Tne Spokesman, who is the 
vice chairman of the Federa- 
tion of Russian Businessmen, 
said at a meeting with Industry' 
and Trade Minister Bassam AI 
Saket that Russia has adopted 
several measures including a 
series of meetings with busi- 
ness persons from other na- 
tions in order to promote im-. 
port/export operations. 

Dr. Saket told the delega- 
tion that the government was 
planning to expand its free 


zones, increase tax exemptions 
for foreign investors in the 
industrial sector and create 
the most convenient climate 
for investments. 

Jordan, he said, was hoping 
to promote its trade exhanges 
with the Russian Federation by 
organising trade fairs and ex- 
changing visits by economic 
delegations of both countries. 

Noting that the Kingdom 
was opening the door for a 
greater role oy the private sec- 
tor, especially in industry, Dr. 
Saket said that the government 
plans to introduce new mea- 
sures to encourage exports and 
foreign investment in the King- 
dom by Arab and foreign 


buswesspersons. 

The meeting followed 
another session of a round 
table meeting between Jorda- 
nian and Russian economists, 
organised by the Hashemite 
Association for International 
Economic Cooperation. 

As the session ended, 
Mohammad Bam Ham, direc- 
tor of the Jordan Exports De- 
velopment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation (JED- 
CO) announced that the two 
sides will Tuesday sign minutes 
of their deliberations. 

Dr. Bani Hani said that the 
minutes win cover areas for 
future trade and economic 
cooperation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince receives Youth 
Minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Monday received Youth 
Minister Abdullah Oweidat, who briefed him 
on the work of the National Sports Develop- 
ment Committee and activities over the past 
two years by various sports committees. Prince 
Hassan lauded the efforts made by these 
committees and said he hoped that a final 
conference on the committee’s work will be 
held as previously scheduled. 


Majali congratulates Canadian 
premier 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam AI Majali Monday sent a cable to 
newly-elected Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien, congratulating him on his election. 
Kpr. Majali praised bilateral relations between 
I Jordan ana Canada and stressed Jordan's 
interest in further enhancing such relations and 


expanding scopes of cooperation in different 


Chilean trade official to arrive 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director of interna- 
tional economic relations at the Chilean fore- 
ign ministry Thursday arrives here at the head 
of a Chilean delegation on a four-day visit to 
Jordan, during which he will hold talks with 
government officials and representatives of the 
trade and industrial sectors on enhancing 
scopes of bilateral oooperation. 

Agreement signed on 
Am man- Warsaw flights 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Poland Mon- 
day signed an air transport agreement under 


which 


Jordanian 


(RJ) 

night 


and the Polish 


Airways will fly regular nights between Am- 
man and Warsaw. Signing the agreement for 
Jordan was Director General of the Civil 
Aviation Authority Ahmad Jweiber, and for 
Poland, Polish Charge d’ Affaires in Amman 
Edmund Pawlak. ^ 


JMA asks psychiatrist to cancel 
‘successful’ T. V. programme 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
itrist who has been 
: a successful television 
on manners of 
in Jordanian society 
was asked by the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA) 
to stop recording further 
series. Wafid Sarhan Satur-- 
day and Sunday placed an 
advertisement in tne Arabic 
dailies apologising for what 
he said was obligatory inter- 
ruption of recording further 
series of his programme enti- 
tled “Modes of Conduct.” 
He explained that it was 
upon the request of the 
Jordanian Meaical Associa- 
tion that, the series would.be. 
cancelled. JMA a President 
Ishaq Maraqa said that the 
association adopted this mea- 
sure following a demand tty 
the Psychiatrists Society. Dr. 
Maraqa said that the society 
claimed that it alone has the 
right to choose a specialist to 
conduct these kin as of prog- 


rammes and that Dr. .Sarhan 
should not hoard the series 
for himself. 

“The fact that there is only 
me doctor presenting such a 
series m eans that he is in- 
fluencing people to listen 
only to Iran (to one particular 
psychiatrist),” Dr. Maraqa 
said. “There is no reason why 
one person should take the 
whole lot of medical publicity 
to himself only.” 

Dr. Maraqa said that Dr. 
Sarhan’s programme con- 
tained, in many instances, 
several flaws that mi gh t have 
a negative impact on the 
viewer. He said that in one of 
the episodes discussing ways 
of reducing anxiety, tor ex- 
ample, ,the viewer would conr~T<_ 
dude " at the end that tran- . 
quflizeis are . like candies. 
This “djd not appeal, to me. * 
said Dr. 
iqa, emphasising that 
there were other examples in 
some series that were criti- 
cised fellow by psychiatrists 
as unprofessional or not serv- 
the public h 


prog- ing the public interest. 


Dr. Sarhan, who is tempor- 
arily out of the country, has 
been preparing and present- 
ing “Mooes of Conduct" for 
over a year. The programme, 
said employees at Jordan 
Television, is highly appreci- 
ated and laudea by the 
public. 

“We have been surprised 
to learn about the restriction 
on Dr. Sarhan to record new 
series.” an official at the 
programme section told the 
Jordan Times. 

“From all sectors and by all 
categories of people, the 
series was praised and there 
was high demand from the 
public to re-ran old epi- 
sodes.” 

- The official pointed out 
that it was Dr. Sarhan's in- 
itiative to prepare such a 
programme and he volun- 
teered to run the first 13 
episodes free of charge. “I 
don’t understand why they 
(JMA) would take such a 
step against him. He doesn't 
need publicity, his clinic has 
always been foil of patients.” 


IDB grants JD 8.5m in loans 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Develops 
meat Bank granted 38 loans worth JD 
8,593,000 from July through October, to fi- 


nance various industrial and touristic projects. 
Of the 38 loans, ten were granted to finance 
new projects, costing JD 3 million. Tbe loans 
are set to provide 549 new job opportunities. 


Human Appeal International 
starts mobile clinic services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Human 
Appeal International, a volun- 
tary and charitable organisa- 
tion, announced Monday that 
its mobile health dime began 
operating in the remote and 
less developed regions of 
Jordan. 

Free medical services were 
offered to people in Salia, a 
town in the Dhiban district, 
said Adham Sarhan, head of 
the organisation's Amman 
office. f 

Mr. Sarhan told the Jordan 
Times that 70/ people were 
offered free medical services as 
an initial step by the doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists accom- 


panying tbe clinic. 

According to Mr. Sarhan, 
the mobile dime currently will 
make visits to the remote re- 
gions every two weeks. At the 
start of 1994, it would be mak- 
ing weekly trips to these areas 
to provide medical care to 
inhabitants. 

In tbe years ahead. Human 
Appeal International, whiefa is 
headquartered in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), will 
establish stationary clinics to 
benefit the poor, particularly 
people of the rural and remote 
areas of the Kingdom, said Mr. 

Sar han . 


He said that laboratory tests 
are conducted in the clinic and 
prescription drags are dis- 
pensed free of charge to pa- 
tients. 

The clinic, he added, meets 
the requirements of the Minis- 
try of Health. 

Established in Amman in 
1990, the organisation's office 
has been extending help to 
needy families by distributing 
food and clothes and estab- 
lishing tricott and sewing cen- 
tres for women. The organisa- 
tion, he said, has set up a 
bakery to produce the Arab 
sheet bread known as “shrak” 
in the Bani Kananeh district. 
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NEW RECRUITS: Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Vice-President for Marketing and Services Akel 
BQtaji Monday awards diplomas to new RJ 
flight attendants who recently completed a 
seven-week training programme. Their tr aining 


included air safety procedures, first-aid, food 
and beverage service and pertinent Information 
about the airline industry. With the newly i 
graduated group RJ this year has recruited 81 1 " 
cabin attendants 
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Peace dividends for all 


HTS MAJESTY King Hussein’s talks with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad in Damascus 
Sunday were not only aimed at allaying Syrian 
anxieties over persistent reports about an immi- 
nent unilateral peace pact with Israel but also 
to help end Syrian isolation by key players in 
the region. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s government has been on record as 
wanting to delay action on the Syrian-Israeli 
track until peace treaties on other Arab fronts 
are finalised on the pretext that the Israeli 
public cannot digest several breakthroughs in a 
short time. Jordan, on the other hand, is on 
record as being faithfully c ommit ted to the 
attainment of a comprehensive peace that 
includes all parties to the Middle East peace 
process. There can be no doubt that Jordan will 
honour this pledge. The Jordanian perspective 
is dictated by strategic considerations. Syria is 
central to the peace process and any attempt to 
bypass or ignore it will not be in the interest of 
Jordan or the Arab Nation. 

This means that Washington and the other 
key players in the peace process must cultivate 
a favourable dimate for an eventual Israeli- 
Syrian agreement Just as Rabin came back 
from his visit to the U.S. with meaningful and 
effective offers of aid and support, including 
the building up of his country’s air power with 
the latest U.S. war planes, Syria feels that it 
deserves to reap the benefits 'Of peace. Fore- 
most, Syria must not be made to feel that it is 
being targetted by the other mqjor powers in 
the region or the West. Continued reference to 
it as a sponsor of terrorism would only exacer- 
bate any ill-feeling that the Syrian leadership 
may have. Damascus needs to be integrated 
into the peace process. 

Other countries can lend support to the 
Jordanian effort by developing a more positive 
perspective about the Syrian place in the peace 
process. Continued alienation of Syria by all 
sorts of accusations or innuendoes can only 
delay progress on the other tracks. The U.S. 
and other Western countries’ sanctions against 
Syria should be lifted as a signal of a new policy 
towards it. 

The World Bank can also be more supportive 
by including Syria in the aid packages already 
committed to other parties to the peace process. 
Only by showing the Syrians that investment in 
peace would be worthwhile, will there be real 
hope to move Syria into full engagement in the 
process on the basis of full peace in return for 
full Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights. 
Israel should be more forthcoming on this score 
just as Damascus can be more aggressive in its 
pursuit of peace with Tel Aviv. 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday commented on His Majesty 
King Hussein's meeting with President Hafez AJ Assad in 
Syria, noting that coordination between Arab parties involved 


in the peats: process with Israel was of paramount importance. 
King Hussein's talks with the Syrian president represented 
part of Jordan's continued drive to ensure a consolidated and 
united Arab stand vis-a-vis the crucial and dangerous stage the 
Arabs are facing, said the paper. Noting that the Arab World 
lacks genuine coordination, the paper said that the two 
leaders' meeting is another attempt to address the political, 
economic and military imbalances. The paper said that Israel 
had already breached the Arab ranks ana continues to seek 
separate deals with the Arab countries to cause disarray in the 
Arab Nation's ranks. Damascus and Amman have now met 


and decided that only a compeh.enst.ve and lasting peace would 
be acceptable, on ail fronts, to safeguard national interests. 


be acceptable, on ait fronts, to safeguard national interests, 
continued the daily. It said that with the breach of the Arab 


ranks and by dealing with the Arab countries unilaterally, the 
Israelis hope to ensure their domination of the Arab world 


politically, economically and militarily. The -paper said that 
Jordan has no interest in a separate deal with Israel because 


such a deal can ensure no Lasting settlement for the Middle 
East conflict. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily suggested that the govern- 
ment should not include any of the new Parliament members 


Tareq Masarweh said the present Parliament is not a parlia- 
ment of political parties and the coalitions being foimed 


among the deputies have not matured yet. The writer said that 
except for three deputies who said they represent political 
parties, the majority of the deputies are independent,\and 
should be given sufficient time to form their coalitions and 
arrange for preliminary arrangements for their future task. 


Had there emerged strong political parties among the de- 
puties, there could be justification for the involvement of these 


parties in a new government, either in a coalition or 
individually, added the writer. The writer cited former deputy 
Fares Nabulsi as suggesting the idea of non-involvement of 
deput**< in a government so that the Parliament can continue 


to ser „ ; a watchdog on the executive branch. He said 
perhaps this is the best time to put this idea into practice. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Toujan Feisal — a triumphant new tribalism 


The phenomenon of Toujan Faisal's parliamentary victory is 


enormously important, and is rightly being celebrated by many 
in the country; but. with the focus squarely on the triumph of 


the first Jordanian woman in the elected Lower House, I think 
her .victory is being hailed for the wrong reason. 

I am convinced that her victory is one of those rare events 
that quietly mark a turning point in the political and social 
history of our region. Toujan Feisal represents the birth of a 
new brand of Arab/Islamic activism and political leadership 
that will gradually have a great impact on our political culture 
and even on our national identity in years and decades to 
come. 

In our formal Jordanian political structure that is dominated 
by non-ideological tribal-centrists, right-of-centre narrow- 
nationalists, and emotion-laden Islamists, Toujan Feisal repre- 
sents the birth of an Arab/Islamic political counter-culture that 
rejects and challenges the most fundamental bases of our 
existing power structure. I would like to offer the following 
points about why Toujan Feisal may herald an important 
phenomenon for the future of this region. 

1. The first sobering point to keep in mind is that hers was 
not a massive victory. She squeaked in with 1.885 votes — not 
exactly a landslide victory, not even a strong mandate, but an 
important win nevertheless because of the nature of her ideas 
ana her personal character. 

2. The fact that she is a woman is incidental, and probably 
irrelevant in political terms. It is a sign of the cultural rigidity 
and intellectual weakness of our Jordanian and Arab mass 
media that most of the publicity she gets focuses on her 
gender, rather than on her ideas. ’The international media are 
not much better. 

The reality is that in her campaign she emphatically rejected 
a single-focus candidacy based on her sex, religion or 
ethnicity. She did not campaign as a woman or a Muslim or a 
Circassian; she ran as a Jordanian and an Arab who recognised 


political ideas and personal character. 

The soundness of her ideas is the main basis for her success 
to date. Her campaign talks were impressive because of their 
substance, in contrast with most other candidates who stressed 


sleep-inducing platitudes, worn-out cliches and old. emotion- 
laden slogans. She always gave specific examples of problems, 


mentioned particular flaws in laws or administrative practices 
and suggested practical means of improving the quality of life 
of the rordanian people. In other words, she respected the 
intelligence of the people and tried to attract them through 
rational ideas and analysis. Few others have gone this route in 
recent years. 

Her character and her ideas combined to produce her third 
important attribute, which is her charismatic leadership 


leadership that defies and transcends these models of the past, 
and that tries to respond to the realities of today’s world. Hct 
importance is as a prototype of authentic, legitimate and 
credible political leaaership that generates grassroots support 
on the basis of an issues-oriented ideological appeal jhat cuts 
across tribal, ethnic, religious, socio-economic, and gender 
lines. She is a sign of our future: indigenous political forces 
that reflect the emergence of structures of wcstern-jflte civil 
society that also respect our Arab/Islamic cultural identity. 

Ironically, in fact, she has cracked the stranglehold of 
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a uality . She struck a chord that runs through most Arabs these 
ays — the desire to overcome the failures and the problems 
that we have endured for many decades; the desire to 


transform our societies into more productive, humane and 
responsive communities that respect human beings amply 
because of their basic rights as human beings, rather than for 


lineage, sect, or geography. 

Hct historic feat, however, is not yet achieved, because it is 
not simply to have won a seat for a woman Mr; rather, her test 
wfll be whether she can build upon her personal success and 

. , - -I ( nn y4 rhm rMnnnnll nnlrtm 


develop a genuine national (and then regional) political 
movement Her particular and immediate challenge in the 
next four years £ to develop extra-parliamentary bases of 
political support that can raoDilise large numbers of consti- 
■ tuents. As a lone voice in Parliament, she can be novel and 
gratifying, but not necessarily very effective unless she joins 
forces with a larger voting bloc and translates her personal 
success into a political movement. . _ ” ■ - , , 

I believe she can succeed if she maintains her principles and 
develops a pr agm atic political strategy that can strengthen 
those nationwide political and social forces that she has 
already tapped in her district. She will trave to resist the 
temptation of being bought out and co-opted by the powerful 
forces of political commercialism that ruined many of the 
other fresh parliamentary feces that won in 1989 but were 
unceremoniously thrown out in 1993. She will also have to 
resist the temptations of personal aggrandizement and the lure 
of the television lights. _ . . . 

Toujan Feisal faced formidable enemies who tned to 
destroy her a few years ago, and now she will face even 
stronger attempts to isolate her or to marginalise her as a 
sotiowgicalJy interesting but politically freak advocate of 
women; children and babies. She will have to show that her 
strength is due to the fact that she speaks out for women and 
children and babies just as she speaks out for the rights of all 
Jordanians. Like she did in the last four years, in the next four 
years she will have to show her most extreme opponents to be 
politically antiquated and sociologically marginal. 

She will have to muster great new sources of strength and 
support to win the battle for a better Arab future — ■ a battle 
that is now moving into public forums such as Parliament and 
the press. Toujan reisal finds herself once again on the front 
lines of the struggle for honesty and decency in public life and 
for dignity and security in the private lives of our citizens. Her 


iheir commercial potential or their blind political allegiance 
based on fear. Sne offered a vision of how to get from 


yesterday's humiliations and today's constraints to tomorrow's 


promise; those who voted for her trusted her capacity to work 
hard to make that vision come true. 


4. These assets allowed her to appeal to a fascinating and 
msuai cross-section of Jordanian voters, and essentially to 


unusual cross-section of Jordanian voters, and essentially to 
shatter the powerful parameters of tribalism, religion, ethnic- 
ity and gender that nave defined Arab political culture and 
public life for centuries. Her public meetings were an 
extraordinarily refreshing sight — men and women, old and 
young, all income and education brackets, all religions and 
ethnic groups, and — perhaps most important as an indicator 
of future trends — many young, single men and women who 
came to hear this intriguing new brand of Arab voice. 


political and legal faults in society and who also recognised the 
inner moral and cultural strengths that this society could draw 
on to redress those wrongs. 


5. All of these facts are tempered, however, by the relatively 
small number of votes she received compared to the whole 


3. She attracted voters, including myself, because of three 
key reasons: her personal strength of character, the soundness 
of her ideas and arguments and her ability to touch an 
emotional chord among the people that was essentially a cry 
for dignity and decency in how we run our country and Sow we 
manifest our profound Arab/Islamic heritage. 


electoral pie. and by the fact that the third district of Amm an 
is more likely to respond to her uniaue appeal than voters in 


mam test our profound Aran/ Islamic Heritage. 

Her strength of character is impressive for two reasons: a) 
the quiet confidence and immense dignity with which she 
challenges established norms and laws, without fearing the 
criticisms and ridiculous rumours hurled against her, and b) 
her fortitude in standing up to and ultimately defeating the 
attempts by Islamists and others four years ago to destroy her 
through a campaign of moral vilification and character 
assassination. Her strength of character is a key element in her 
attractiveness in this culture at this time: this is a human being 
who did not submit meekly to the strong forces against her ana 
who fought back and won against great odds. The fact that she 
attracts men as well as women voters is an important sign of 
how cultural traditions can be overriden by the power of 


is more likely to respond to her unique appeal than voters in 
other, more traditional parts of the country. It remains to be 
seen if her victory is a historic sign of change to come in our 
country and the entire region, based on her example of 
personal character, strength of ideas, and personal chansma. I 
think it is. but we will need the rest of this decade to find out. 


6. Her personal and political attributes represent nothing 
ss than a new model of national political leadership in a 


less than a new model of national political leadership in a 
region that has known only three other models during the last, 
oh, ten-thousand years or so: a) tribal patriarchs who 


governed on the strength of their cultural authenticity and 
their ability to help most people live an adequate life, b) 
commercial despots who ruled by military force and by buying 


the superficial allegiance of their people, and c) leaders who 
blended aspects of (a) and (b) but who also generated mass 


victory is a historically important sign of refreshing new Arab 
breezes that already blow all around us. Let us hope — and 
work — so that these breezes will gain strength and develop 
into a powerful wind that reinvigorates our battered but grand 
old culture. 


emotional, often hysterical responses from their people who 
had been degraded by colonialism, Zionism, or domestic 
corruption and incompetence. 

Toujan Feisal is a glimpse of a new brand of political 
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Racist attacks grow, Britain 


Follow the leader 


debates kind of society it wants; 


By Richard Harwood 


Sure, it’s early. Blit what's that 
sound of no hands dapping?" 


By Sue Leeman 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — The government 
is trying to stop them at the 
ports, and racists terrorise 
those already here. Increasing- 
ly, Britain's message to the 
people of its former colonies is 
"keep out." 

Ail the while, a debate 
seethes about what kind of 
society Britons want — an 
ethnically diverse and multi- 
cultural mix, a cozy "little Eng- 
land" of shopkeepers and 
cricket lovers or the all-white 
dream of the ultraright. 

Alarm about immigration 
comes not only from the racist 
British National Party, which 
won its first election Sept. 16 in 
a local council race in east 
London, but from the estab- 
lishment and electorate. 

Winston Churchill, grandson 
of the wartime prime minister 
and a member of the governing 
Conservative Party, says a "re- 
lentless flow of immigrants" is 
threatening Britain's way of 
life and increasing tensions in 
inner dties. 

Echoing rising anti-foreigner 
sentiment in Germany, France 
and other West European na- 
tions, a poll published Sept. 26 
by the Sunday Express news- 
paper said 81 per cent of Bri- 
tons surveyed are worried ab- 
out the number of immigrants. 
The idea of forcibly sending 
immigrants home was backed 
by 36 per cent of the 962 adults 
in the poll. The margin of error 
was three percentage points. 

The British National Party 
says its election victory was a 
sign of growing white resent- 
menr against "blacks and other 
foreigners” who, the party 
says, sponge off the welfare 
state. 

The government does not 
keep figures on the race of 
welfare recipients. But advo- 
cates for minorities dispute the 
idea they get a disproportion- 
ate share. 

Carey Opponheim. spokes- 
woman for the Charity Child 
Poverty Action Group, says 
that over the 1989-91 period, 
about seven per cent of whites 
and 13 per cent of minorities 
were out of work. “Members 
of ethnic minorities are there- 
fore more likely to be dis- 
advantaged," she said. 

She said her group als o has 
no firm figures on the race of 
welfare recipients, but added 
that there is some evidence 
minorities lend to underclaim 
benefits because of language 
difficulties or fear of the au- 
thorities. 

'■•lack, in British parlance, 
incudes Africans and people 
from the Indian subcontinent. 
Indians. Pakistanis and Bang- 
ladeshis also are known as 
Asiar-. 


“British means white — ex- 
perience has shown that a mul- 
tiracial society does not work 
here," Richard Edmonds, one 
of the founders of the British 
National Party, told the 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Edmonds and three 
other party members are facing 
charges of attacking a black 
man and his white girlfriend 
outside a pub in east London. 

Herman Ouse ley, chairman 
of the Commission for Racial 
Equality, countered that many 
multiracial communities in Bri- 
tain lire harmoniously. Where 
racists are active, the govern- 
ment must act "to prevent 
black families from living in 
fear," he said. 

Black activists charge the 
British National Party with 
stoking white prejudice, con- 
tributing to a surge in racist 
attacks, including the murder 
of 12 blacks last year. 

But prejudice is not confined 
to extremists, they say. 

“Racism is entrenched in the 
structures of society, and when 
those vibrations come from 
government, the man in the 
street thinks it's OK to be 
abusive," said Julie Southey of 
the- Newham Monitoring Pro- 
ject, which fights racism in east 
London. 

According to the Home 
Office, there were 7,793 racial 
incidents in Britain in 1992, 
compared with 4,383 in 1988. 
Incidents ranged from verbal 
abuse to murder. 

Home Office Minister Peter 
Lloyd_ told a parliamentary 
committee earlier this year that 
a survey of 10,000 households 
— - 2, OCX) of them from ethnic 
minorities — indicated the true 
figure could be as high as 
140,000 incidents annually, 
although most were not vio- 
lent. 

The government’s answer 
has been to blame much of the 
trouble on illegal immigration. 
Legislation passed this year li- 
mited the right of immigrants 
to get state housing and asylum 
seekers to appeal rejected ap- 
plications for haven. 

The government has no fi- 
jpires for illegal immigrants, 
but experts dispute Mr. Chur- 
chill 5 assertion that blacks out- 
number whites in northern 
cities like Leeds and Bradford. 

Government figures sav 
ethnic minorities make up 5.5 
per cent of Britain's popula- 
tion. That is up from 3,9 per 
cent in 1981 and an estimated 
2.9 per cent in 1971 and 2.1 per 
cent in 1966. 

In Tower Hamlets, the 
blighted inner city section of 
east London where the British 
National Party won its council 
seat, the minority population is 
nearer 35 per cent. 

Stop them on the street, and 


the sons and daughters of 
white dockers who once work- 
ed that stretch of the River 
Thames are likely to argue 
angrily that minorities get 
more than their fair share. Few 
are willing to give their names. 

John Benyon, director of the 
Centre for the Study of Public 
Order at Leicester University, 
contends Britain has an inhe- 
rent culture of prejudice" that 
goes back centuries to the slave 
trade. . 

Others believe Britain suffers 
periodic waves of radal tension 
like those which flared into 
race riots in London and towns 
in central and northern Eng- 
land m the 1950s and 1960s. 

"The' economic recession 
has just caused a new cycle," 
said Chris Husbands, a 
sociologist at the London 
School of Economics. 

"There is also an element of 
contagion from the racial 
attacks’ 1 in Germany and else- 
where in Europe, he added. 

Young blacks — who accuse 
police of failing to protect 
them and being slow to pursue 
offenders — are fighting back. 

After 17-year-old Quaddus 
Ali was beaten unconscious by 
white youths near his east Lon- 
don home Sept. 8, black 
youths fought on the streets 
with local skinheads loyal to 
the British National Party. 

The group youth against rac- 
ism in Europe has vowed to 
hound the party's Derek 
Beackon from his Tower Ham- 
lets council seat "We will not 
tolerate Nazis,” the group said 
m a statement after his win. 

The India Association, a 
community group, has started 
training a group of "guardian 
Asians” in self-defence and the 
law. 


The incisive media critic for 
the Los Angeles Times, David 
Shaw, lives on another planet, 
light years removed from die 
centre of the universe, which is 
called '“Washington”.. After 
prolonged observations, he has 
published some of his findings. 

He has discovered, for ex- 
ample, that the centre of the 


sound of no hands clapping?" 

It was a temporary cone of 
silence. By mid-summer, 
Washington journalists had en- 
tered a new phase in which 
cheers and vigorous hand-clap- 
ping for the beleaguered presi- 
dent became de rigueur. 


universe is inhabited by many 
exotic species, including 17,000 
journalists, and that none of 
these creatures is free of cos- 
mic fallibilities. He is especial- 
ly intrigued with the 1,800 or 
so who possess credentials to 
the White House press room. 
If all the ticket-holders were to 


Washington pundits, 
at the centre of the 
universe, hardly know 
what to think from day 
to day 


show up on the same day, the 
press briefing — often de* 


Police say they are doing all 
they can. 

“Each case is followed up 
meticulously,” said a state- 
ment from the Metropolitan 
Police in London, where more 
than half of race-related 
attacks took place last year. 
Arrests are made in one case in 
five, it said. 

Activists want the govern- 
ment to create a specific 
offense of racial abuse. 

With tougher immigration 
laws in the 1980s and 1990s, 
the number of asylum applica- 
tions fell to 24.600 in 1992, 
compared to nearly 45,000 the 
previous year. Immigration 
officials say that is largely due 
to the perception it is more 
difficult to get in. 

The number of people 
granted citizenship in 1992 — 
42,200 — was the lowest in a 
decade, down from about 
60,000 in 1991. The home 
office says that is due to cuts in 
the number of workers proces- 
sing applications. 


scribed as Fettling the Goat or 
Slopping the Hogs — would 
have to be held on the South 
Lawn. 

He has made other discover- 
ies. One of them is that jour- 
nalists have considerable con- 
tempt for one another and for 
the way the game is played, 
especially since Bill Clinton 
came to office. “My colleagues 
and I," he was tola by former 
New York Tunes columnist 
Leslie Gelb, "(are) journalistic 
Dr. Strangeloves... ready to 
□like Mr. Clinton at the slight- 
est provocation." Our atti- 
tudes, broadcaster Jim Lehrer 
declares, carry "a stench of 
contempt" for all politicians, 
reflecting the preposterous 
view that only journalists “are 
smart enough" to govern. 

A lot of this has come about, 
Shaw came to understand, be- 
cause of a "generational rival- 
ry” between old hands in the 
White House press corps and 
fuzzy-cheeked neophytes who 
showed up in the press room 
fresh off the Clinton campaign. 
Many of these rookies re- 
garded the president as one of 
them, a guy of their generation 
who shared their political be- 
liefs. The old bands looked 
down on the newcomers as 
"'starry-eyed 1 sycophants for 
the new president" and set out 
to prove how "tough” they 
were, how impervious to pres- 
idential charm. 

The new boys and girls, 
Mark Miller of Newsweek ex- 

E lained to Shaw, were forced 
y peer pressures from the Old 


Sally Quinn wrote in The 
Post in midi- July: “After 
months of terrifying near- 
death experiences... the Clin- 
ton a dminis tration appears to 
have been revived... Suddenly, 
all you read is that... Clinton 
'captivates Japan,* that he is 
being tough with Saddam Hus- 
sein, that he is bringing relief 
to the flood states in the Mid- 
west... Almost mysteriously 
and almost overnight... the 
press seemed to be trans- 
formed from a hostile, angry 
mob to a pack of fawning 
pussycats." 

It is now November, and yet 


another new phase may have 
begun. Charles Krauthammer . . 
on Oct 22 wrote what b called V" 
in the centre of the universe a " 
“seminal" column. Bill Qm- ... 
ton, he noted, started hs “per- - 
petual candidacy” at die age of 
28, and his life ever since has V 
been an endless series of poli- • • 
deal campaigns: ‘'Campaigning - 
means talking expansively ab- ; 
out goals, hopes, desires, fu- 
tures. That’s what Clinton does 
best. In a campaign, however, 
talk is cheap, and promises • 
have no consequences. They ; . 
are a means of self-definition. .. 

The talk-talk theme reson- 
ated wife Carl Cannon of the , 
Baltimore Sun: “Is (Clinton) * 
iost another windv Southern 
poKtiaan... who... will say. almost ; 
anything if he thinks it will 
please his audience?" 

So here we are at fee centre .... 
of fee universe with a view so •••.■' 
obstructed by fog, static and . 


other atmospheric pollution 
one hardly knows what to 


think from day to day. Our 
pundits are quarrelsome, in- 
constant and. like the rest of. 
ns, uncertain if fee rider of the 
white -horse is a Galahad or a 
turkey^ in disguise — The 
Washington Post. 


LETTERS 


Expensive roads 


To the Editor: 


I was shocked and dismayed by the extensive damage that was 
done to the main new road connecting Mari A1 Hamam to fee 
Jordan Valiev, a serine of about three kilometres. 


other countries, but the difference was not the quality or the 
widfe of fee road but fee fact that extensive studies had been 
carried out to determine the kind of soil and area to build 
them. 

It would have been advisable that the ministry plant trees, 
any kind of trees, before they start building any road so that 
the roots of the trees grow and prevent any errosion of the soil. 

I am surprised feat in Jordan we tenato bufld eiqrensive 
roads and spend millions to repair them every year. While It 

larAiilri t^l-A nrtlif Ca.ii. A!— « a 
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would take only few thousand dinars to plant trees that would 
protea fee soil from errosion. I cannot understand why the 
engineers do not study fee soil or realise the importance of 

nlantinfl TtAM in thoeA araoc An ahmupiiw 


planting trees, in these areas before building an expensive 
highway. 


by peer pressures from the Old 
Guard to be "mean and nastv 

U J 


and beat up on (Clinton) like 
eveiyone else." 

well, these self-pitying 
youngsters should nor feel 


these self-pit 


alone. There are also a lot of 
old fools in Washington, as 
Shaw’s sightings suggest. 
Twelve days after Mr. Clin- 
ton’s inauguration, Sam 
Donaldson opened a Sunday 
talk show wife these words: 
[‘This week we can talk about 
‘Is the (Clinton) presidency 
over?’” The Washington Post 
put a headline on a story by 
Jopl Achenbach: “Another 
failed presidency, already? 


Although every year we plant thousands of trees why don’t 
we plant them where they are needed? Certainly to beautify 
this country is excellent, but there are areas where trees might 
protea expensive roads and save millions of dinars. 

I respea those who worked today, but I am sure that the 
next heavy rain will cause another errosion and I wonder until 
when we are going to keep repairing roads while it only takes 
little effort on part of the Ministry of Public Works to make a 
study and plant trees before embarking on heavy projects. 


Col, (Ret,) Nasser Mirza* 
P.O. Box 926500, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication, however, should contain the writer's futtaame 
and preferably address as well. Names can be withheld drily " 
upon request and under special circumstances, Letters are 
subject to editing. The newspaper is not responsible for- the 
return of unused manuscripts. 
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Iraqi artist displays 
works 6 transition period’ 


By Nstfwa Kefaya 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

i AMMAN — Iraqi artist Rakan 
Dabdoub is presently exhibit- 
ing 40 of his water colour and 
acrylic works at the Orfali Art 
Gallery in what happens to be 
his first personal exhibition in 
• Jordan. However, the 53 years 
old artist has held 27 personal 
exhibitions since his gradua- 
tion from the Academy of Fine 
Arts, Rome in 1965, in addi- 
tion to participating in many 
group exhibitions worldwide. 

The collection on display is 
the outcome of the artist's last 
five years of works, dwelling 
on the relationship between 
the human being and the en- 
vironment, folklore and the 
oriental culture on the other. 
The works constitute a transi- 
j tiou period in the artistic life of 
' 9 the painter. 

There are four prominent 1 
common factors which disting- 
uish Mr. Dabdoub's work. 5 
spite of the fact that this ex- 
hibition comprises at least two 
different styles of painting, 
each characterised by its own 
set of colours and means of 
expression, the viewer will not' 
have a problem realising that 
the different works are done by 
the same artist because of 
these common elements. They 
are the Arabic letters, the 
woman figure, the bird, the 
arch and die artist's famous black 
dot surrounded by a white 
ring, giving the impression of a 
hole. This last symbol is known 
to be the Artist’s famous 
'‘stamp”, found in each and 
every one of his paintings. 

, “f started using this dot back 
in the 1960s in Rome. It is one 
of the oldest symbols which 
characterises my works and 
which I maintained throughout 
my work ever since. It was 
merely a protruding black dot 



World aid for agriculture 
declining despite food crises 


at the beginning. This was 
transferred into a hole with 
time, by surrounding it with a 
white ring," Mr. Dabdoub told 
the Jordan Times. According 
to the artist, this dot has its 
different but unique meaning 
in each painting. It may be an 
eye in a face, a star in a galaxy, 
a symbol of life and reproduc- 
tion in the human body, etc. 

This exhibition illustrates 
vividly a change in Mr. Dab- 
doub's artistic tendency to- 
wards abstraction during the 
last five years, where his fi- 
gures have been reduced into 
meaningful shapes. His ab- 
stract paintings are as impress- 
ive. The use of the Arabic 
letters clearly proves this pas- 
sage to abstraction while 


WASHINGTON — Despite 
continued food crises in the 
developing world, agricultural 
assistance to the world's 
poorest countries from major 
governments and international 
institutions declined drastically 
over the past decade, accord- 
ing to a report released at the 
beginning of October by a 
Washington-based institute 
that monitors trends affecting 
the global food supply. 

Because agriculture forms 
the economic base of most 
developing countries, the cuts 
in crucial financial assistance to 
agricultural development could • 
threaten economic growth and 
political stability in volatile re- 
gions of the world. The report 
from the Internationa] Food 
Polic y Research Institute 
(IFPRI) also sounded an alarm 
about new food crises before 
the end of the decade and 
threats to natural resources as 
the world’s poorest countries 
struggle with fewer resources 
to feed their people. 

"Assistance to agricultural 
development has declined 


attempting to preserve the rich 
heritage of the past. 

The artist's inclination to- 
wards soft, rainbow colours, is 
quite evident. His usage of 
"wash” colours, spread by 
means of a spatula between 
dividing black ink lines which 
define the shape of the figure 
in the painting, gives trans- 
parency to his work and cre- 
ates a "tinted glass” effect. His 
devotipn to the green colour is' 
also very clear. The abstract 


paintings which are of darker 
but serene pastel colours, have 
much depth, perspective and 
meaning. Sketching in black 
ink is another thing Mr. Dab- 
doub enjoys doing. 

The exhibition will continue 
till Nov. 30. 


Breaking the 
cycle of violence 


By. Stephen Mock and 
Guido Meyer . n . 

The following article is re- 
printed from Refugees, a Swiss 
monthly magazine published 
by the Public Information Ser- 
vice of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. 

Stories of ethnic hatred, 
xenophobia and racist attacks 
by neo-Nazi skin heads make 
headlines almost daily in Ger- 
many. But behind the scenes, 
many Germans are quietly 
working to combat these evils 
through a variety of innovative 
programmes. Among them is a 
six-year-old "anti-aggression 
programmes pioneered by Dr. 
Jens Weidner at the Hameln 
Detention Centre, in Lower 
Saxony. The programme is 
aimed at changing (he attitudes 
of some of the toughest and 
most violent rightwing extrem- 
ist youths. 

"Right-wing youths can be 
reached," Dr. Weidner says. 
“We don’t have to give them 
up for lost. It’s worth talking to 
them.” 

The Hamburg Land Office 
for the Protection of the Con- 
stitution estimates there are 
some 50.000 young Germans 
between the ages of 16 and 20 
who are prone to anti-fore- 
igner and similar forms of vio- 
lence. 

“The perpetrators do not 
spring up from nowhere," 
admonished German Federal 
President Richard von Weiz- 
sacker following the May 28 
murders of five Turkish 
women and children in a racist 
firebombing in the western 
town of Solingen. 

Indeed, there is a familiar 
pattern in the backgrounds of 
many young right-wing ex- 
tremists. Most come from 
broken homes. More than 50 
per cent have had little or no 
vocational training. About 25 
per cent never finished high 
school. As a consequence, an 
estimated two-thirds of vio- 
lent, right-wing extremists are 
unemployed. 

In its milder form, the 
aggression and frustration ex- 
perienced by these youths is 
vented at weekly football 
matches — so-called soccer 
hooliganism. But the next 
stage is fashing out violently at 
those who are different, who 
are easy to Name — at fore- 
igners and asylum-seekers, for 
example: 

Hameln Detention Centre's 
programme « one of several in 
Germany -aimed at trying to 
break this vicious cycle among 
violent juveniles. Dr. Weid- 

. ner, who has been a part of the 

programme since it was found- 
ed in 19 §6, first, assembled the 
usual team of psychiatrists. 

■ sociologist, psychologists and 
social workers. To this profes- 


sional mix he .added four re- 
peat violent offenders who cut 
the academics' theories down 
to size on the solid bedrock of 
reality. With the help of this 
team, anti-aggression therapy 
was developed in 1987. 

Dr. Weidner, an educational 
sociologist, got the basic idea 
for anti-aggression training 
during six months of work with 
violent street gangs in the Un- 
ited States. His basic premise: 
Treat hoods in a confrontation- 
al way because they are used to 
confrontation. They are not 
accustomed to sympathy and 
middle^class methods of gentle 
persuasion. 

So far, 75 youths have 
under-gone the programme at 
the detention centre. To start, 
a foundation of trust is estab- 
lished between the therapist 
and the youths by talking ab- 
out their hobbies, their family 
life, their prison experiences 
and their hopes for the future. 
Once this trust has been estab- 
lished, the actual training be- 
gins. 

During the initial sessions, 
the youths often like to boast 
about their aggressive be- 
haviour. They stress their reck- 
lessness, excitability and im- 
pulsiveness. They see them- 
selves as “cool" men of action; 
fatalistic, tough and respected 
by their peers. They enjoy 
arguing with others who do not 
share their views, often trying 
to frighten and intimidate 
them. Always, they keep open 
the option of violence to end 
any dispute — an option many 
Hameln youths have exercised 
quite brutally in the past. 

The youths take a perverse 
pride in being able to solve 
problems quickly and on their 
own, using violent methods if 
necessary. They like to boast 
of overcoming a superior foe in 
what they see as a fair fight, 
like modern-day Robin Hoods. 

Dr. Weidner says the aim of 
his anti-aggression training is 
to expose the discrepancy be- 
tween the heroic image these 
young people have of their 
violent deeds and the brutal 
reality of their behaviour. In 
doing so. Dr. Weidner does 
not spare the feelings of his 
subjects, aggressively ques- 
tioning, challenging and prob- 
ing their comments in an effort 
to force them to reflect on their 
violent ways. 

This method of therapy uses 
a tried and tested approach — 
the “hot seat.” At each ses- 
sion, one of the youths is put in 
the hot seat and cross-ex- 
amined by all of the others for 
an entire evening. 

The sole aim of the question- 
ing is to force the subject to 
confront the real reason for his 
violent behaviour. After hours 
of such questioning, the youth 
is asked to describe in detail 
how he felt at the exact mo- 
ment be was committing the 


act of violence. For many, it is 
a real shock. -i 

At first, many of the youths 
try to defend and justify their 
violent behaviour by por- 
traying themselves as the vic- 
tims, and the real victims as the 
aggressors. A role reversal 
takes place, inverting the 
youths' perception of reality 
and of themselves. 

Often, insults — real or im- 
agined — triggered the 
assaults. Dr. Weidner’s prog- 
ramme thus places heavy 
emphasis on focusing as much 
as possible on the “weak 
points' and character flaws of 
the youth in the hot seat in an 
attempt to examine the real 
motivation for his violence to- 
wards others. Once these weak 
points are found, the subject 
under Jgoes so-called “provoca- 
tion tests" in which others in 
the group confront him head 
on and with increasing intensi- 
ty over his character weak- 
nesses. 


Lustre returns to 
Shanghai’s pearl 


By Philippe Massonnet 

Agence France Presse 

SHANGHAI — There’s a 
tourist boom on in China's 
largest city Shanghai, which is 
rapidly recapturing its image as 
an international centre for ple- 
asure and commerce. 

"It is not completely false 
top say that Shanghai is not a 
Chinese city.” said Dao Shunt- 
ing, the young deputy director 
of tourism in this city of 13 
million. 

"It is a city still alive in 
international minds." he said, 
hastily adding that it is not 
"like it was before liberation in 
1949” — blighted with abject 
■misery. . 

k.. Officials of course cannot 
eulogise the Shanghai of the 
1930s when it was under fore- 


ign occupation — then a city of 
debauchery, luxury and pen- 
ury, a heaven and hell of 


and opium. 

But tne images linger and 
tourist officials are well aware 
that for. foreigners Shanghai 
will always be a city where the 
search for amusement is tinged 
with the adventure and ro- 
mance of the past. 

The official "Welcome to 
Shanghai” brochure tries to 
seduce westerners by saying 
that "modern Shanghai 
learned directly from the set- 
tlements, which served as an 
example" despite the “humilia- 
tion suffered by the Chinese.” 

The text is accompanied by 
flattering photos of tne time — 
the old race course, Nanking 
road and the Bund. 

As places not to miss, Mr. 
Dao cites the cathedral and the 
old synagogue in the same 
breath as the Ming Dynasty 


Yuyuan gardens housing the 
site of the birth of the Chinese 
Communist Party July 1. 1921. 

And, almost as in the past, 
Shanghai offers a night life 
unique to China, with 
thousands of restaurants, 
western fast-food outlets, hun- 
dreds of bars and night dubs 
not to mention 27,000 karaoke 
bars. 

The dty's dynamism and 
pragmatism has made it the 
West growing tourist attrac- 
tion in tne country, with tourist 
income shooting up 32.5 per 
cent to $34 million in the first 
six months of the year, accord- 
ing to the China National 
Tourism Administration. 

Last year 1.25 million fore- 
igners visited “the pearl of the 
orient." an increase of 27.6 per 
cent, led by Japanese and fol- 
lowed by Americans, Hong 
Kong residents, Germans and 
French. The occupancy rate of 
its 93 approved hotels has 
stayed at almost 100 per cent 
since the beginning of the year.' 

And by 2000, Shanghai will 
have a huge two billion dollar 
amusement park and two new 
golf courses . 

Since the speeding up of 
China's economic reforms 18 
months ago, and especially 
since Deng Xiaoping visited 
Shanghai in January on his last 
public appearance, the down- 
town area has undergone a 
dramatic facelift. 

Most of its gleaming new 
shops, more ana more of them 
joint ventures, do not close 
until 10 p.m., and the main 
streets arc now as packed as 
Hong Kong. 

Consumption is soaring and 
retail sales shot up by more 
than 30 per cent compared 
with 1992. 
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drastically since the earl 
1980s,” said Joachim vo: 
Braun, Director of IFPRTs 
Food Consumption and Nutri- 
tion Division. “Such a decline 
would be justifiable if their 
food situation were improving, 
their rural poverty were dimi- 
nishing and they were becom- 
ing more capable of meeting 
their needs for public goods 
essential for agricultural 
growth. But in many develop- 
ing countries the food situation 
is deteriorating, rural poverty 
is increasing and agricultural 
growth is stagnating." 

IFPRI's survey of agricultu- 
ral aid from 1980 to 1990 
showed that the United States 
fell from its position as the 
leading government donor to 
agriculture — from 30 per cent 
of bilateral agriculture assist- 
ance in 1980 to 15 per cent in 
1990. In 1980. the U.S. contri- 
buted nearly $1.4 billion in 
agricultural development 
assistance, grants and loans, 
but by 1990 that figure had 
dropped to less than $400 mil- 
lion. Meanwhile, Japan in- 
creased its agricultural aid 
from just over $450 million in 
1980 to more than $1 billion in 
1990 — and became the 
world's top government donor 
to agriculture. By 1990, one- 
quarter of total bilateral agri- 
cultural assistance came from 
Japan. 


The World Bank, which is 
the largest single donor to agri- 
culture. provided nearly $3 bil- 
lion in 1990. However, as the 
bank’s total lending increased 
during the 1980s, the share of 
agricultural aid declined from 
30 per cent in 1980 to 19 per 
cent by the end of the decade. 

“Africa’s poor economic 
performance throughout the 
1980s was partly due to a neg- 
lect of agriculture. We may see 
more of the same in the future 
if agricultural development 
continues to be neglected," 
said IFPRI Director General 
Per Pinstrup- Andersen. “Agri- 
culture is the key to economic 
growth — and thus political 
stability — in many potentially 
volatile regions of the world. It 
is difficult, if not impossible, to 
stimulate sustained economic 
growth in the least-developed 
countries without first moving 
the largest sector — agricul- 
ture.” 

IFPRI’s report warned that 
"substantial risks of large-scale 
food crises exist in the 1990s,” 
and noted that poor farmers 
are moving into rainforests, 
watersheds and other marginal 
areas to increase production. 
Research in new agricultural 
technology is necessary to pre- 
vent environmental destruc- 
tion, the report said. 

“If not pursued in a sustain- 
able manner, the costs to the 


environment of increasing agri- 
cultural output over the fore- 
seeable future will be great," 
the report said. “Global re- 
sponsibility is needed to de- 
velop the complex and expen- 
sive technologies required for. 
sustainable agricultural pro- 
duction. Such technologies can- 
not be developed by individual 
developing countries alone.” 
Among the political reasons 
cited for the decade of decline 
in agricultural assistance was i 
opposition from farm lobbies 
in donor countries, whose agri- 
cultural industries faced in- 
creased international competi- 
tion and lower food prices in 
world markets. 

“When some developing 
countries attempted to im-1 
prove their domestic food pro- 
duction situation, they were 
impeded (by pressure from 
farm organisations)," the re- 
port said. “Any agricultural 
assistance to perceived ‘com- 
petitors' was attacked.” 
Organisational restructuring ' 
and reductions in agricultural 
specialists at donor agencies 
were seen as other factors con- 
tributing to the decline. The 
report argued for a strategic 
alliance among United Nations 
agencies and donor countries 
to increase attention to agri- 
cultural development — Inter- 
national Food Policy Research 1 
Institute, Washington. 
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Iraqi dinar plunges to 160 
to the dollar on black market 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
.Iraqi dinar plunged to new 
;-depths on the Baghdad black 
• market Monday, trading at be- 
' tween 150 to 160 dinars to the 
■dollar, moneychangers here 
said. 

The dinar's slide has acceler- 
ated since last month, with the 
suspension of U.N.-Iraqi nego- 
tiations for limited oil sales and 
tension along the Iraq-Kuwait 
border. 

Just before Iraqi farmers 
crossed into Kuwait last Tues- 
day to protest the new border, 
the dinar traded at between 
110 dinars and 115 dinars on 
the black market. The dinar 
fetches $3.2 at the official rate. 
Last week's resumption of 


economics professor at Bagh- 
dad University, said “the main 


problem is the lack of foreign 
currency” as a result of the 


embargo which stopped ex- 
ports. 

Confidence in the dinar 
eroded after the central gov- 
ernment in May withdrew all 
25-dinar notes printed abroad 
— more highly valued than 
those printed by Baghdad — in 
what turned out to be a failed 
bid to shore up the currency. 

The dinar was trading at 50 
dinars to the dollar before the 


individuals hold about $2 mil- 
lion to $3 million, according to 
Mr. Shamma. 

That sum entered the coun- 



operations 
Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, or 
Jordan, he said. 


government dosed the borders 


U.N.-Iraqi negotiations on dis- 
i mantling Baghdad's weapons 


of mass destruction failed to 
halt the slide, and moneychan- 
gers Monday were not betting 
on their success. 


in May, allowing only those 
inside government-controlled 
areas to exchange the so-called 
Swiss dinars for new notes. 

Merchants in Jordan, Kur- 
disb-coDtrolied areas of north- 
ern Iraq and elsewhere found 
themselves stranded with notes 


The government decided to 
stop buying dollars to check 
the dinar's fall, but Mr. Sham- 
ma said this -measure will have 
little effect as long as industries 
need dollars to import items 
required for them to function. 

in a bid to stabilise prices, 
Baghdad also subsidises up to 
99 per cent of the cost of basic 
products which people buy 
with ration coupons. 


Iraq's deputy prime minis- 
ter, Tareq Aziz, arrived in 


t pn 

foreign trade but suddenly be- 
came worthless. 


New York Sunday to plead for 
a lifting of the U.N. oil embar- 
go which was imposed after 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait more 


than three years ago. 

' In a bid to check the black 


market, the Iraqi government 
has decided to open change 
offices to check. 

. But Human El Shamma, 


“Before this operation, 
there was an exchange market 
for the dinar in Amman, 
Beirut, even in Riyadh. Since 
the borders dosed, people out- 
side lost all confidence because 
they fear another operation of 
this kind,'' he said. 

Beyond the state's foreign 
currency reserves whose 
amount is unknown, private 


But, deprived of oil revenue 
and required to maintain ser- 
vices like health and educa- 
tion, Baghdad must continue 
to print money. 

Infla tion has hit about 3,000 
per cent since the embargo was 
.imposed, Mr. S hamm a said. 
The only hope is for a com- 
plete or even a partial end to 
the sanctions, which were ex- 
tended for another six months 
Thursday, be added. 

In January 1992, a year after 
the Gulf war, the rate was 
about 12 dinars to the dollar on 
the black market. 


Tajikistan capital in grip 
of financial crisis 


DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (R) 
— A financial crisis in the 
former Soviet republic of Ta- 
jikistan is choking the capital 
Dushanbe, crippling industry 
and depriving many citizens of 
heating as winter looms. 

■*' The hardships are the latest 
in an economic decline 
spawned by a civil war in this 
Central Asian state late last 
year. Public transport in the 
capital: is Limited largely to rush- 
hour bus services and some 
families live off little but 
bread. 

In the Pamir mr mnfaiiK jg 

the south-east, near the fron- 
tier with Afg hani stan where 
border guards arc baffling in- 
surgents, some villages have 
electricity only one day in five. 

Official newspapers are 
printed only once a week and 
telephones in the capital, often 
out of order, are sometimes 
left unrepaired because of a 
lack of spare parts. 

. One of Dushanbe's bi_ 
factories, the Tajik textile 
toty, is running at 60 per cent 
of capacity during the cotton 
harvest — normally a busy 
time of the year. 

■ Parviz Abdusbukurov, chief 
Engineer at Dushanbe’s beat- 
ing plant, said that only three 
of the 17 briers that heat the 
capital are in operation. Sever- 
al districts are without any 
heat, be said. 

Tajik state television said 
many citizens were complain- 
ing about the lack of heating as 
temperatures hovered above 
freezing. 

December temperatures reg- 


ularly 
and 15 


to between minus 10 
Centigrade (14 
and 5 degrees Fahrenheit). 

“Supplies of gas to the boil- 
ers nave dimmish ed,” Mr. 
Abdushukurov said in an inter- 
view. No payments had been 
made to Dushanbe’s suppliers 
of gas and boiler-room spare 
parts since April this year. 

An exodus of Russian plum- 
bers and technicians has com- 
pounded problems, he added. 
Ethnic Russians have been re- 
turning to Russia in droves 
since Tajikistan gained inde- 
idence from the former 
Union in late 1991. 


pender 

Soviet 


An im p ov e rished and far- 
flung outpost of die former 
Soviet s u perpower, Tajikistan 
was convulsed last year by a 
conflict which killed thousands 
and drove hundreds of 
thousands from their homes. 

Small groups of Islamic re- 
bels remain active within the 


country and larger groups have 
formed alliances with Mujahi- 
deen fighters in northern 


, Af ghanistan _ 


Since the rivfl war abated, a 
financial crisis has gripped the 
country. Tajik leader Iroamali 
Rakhmooov said in June die 
buc%et deficit this year would 
account for a staggering 54 per 
cent of gross national prodnet 
Mr. Rakhmooov told a 
meeting of Dushanbe's city 
council last week that the city’s 
industrial production would 
fall by about 50 per cent in the 
first nine months of this year 
compared to the same period 
last year, officials said. 


Armenians 


queue 
for new 


currency 


YEREVAN (R) — Armenians 
queued for their new currency 
Monday, swapping tattered old 
Soviet rouble banknotes for 
crisp, new dram. 

Adults cau swap up to 
50,000 roubles for dram at a 
rate of 200 roubles per dram. 
Cash above this limit — worth 
less than $25 at recent ex- 
change rates — will be frozen 
in special bank accounts. 

The Transcaucasian former 
Soviet republic was one of the 
last countries to withdraw the 
old roubles which circulated in 
Soviet days and bore pictures 
of Soviet state founder Vladi- 
mir Lenin. Russia pulled the 
notes from circulation in July. 

Armenia is withdrawing 
large-denomination rouble 
notes and bringing in new 
notes worth between 10 and 
200 dram. They will be sup- 
plemented by small-denomina- 
tion rouble notes. 

Former Soviet republics 
have been gradually introduc- 
ing new currencies since early 
last year, but«the flight from 
the rouble zone has gathered 
pace since Russia -withdrew old 
roubles. 

The move, tantamount to 
the introduction of a new Rus- 
sian currency, meant its neigh- 
bours had to toe Moscow's 
economic line if they wanted to 
receive supplies or the new 
roubles. 


Lebanon launches crash capital markets programme 


BEIRUT (RJ — Lebanon's 
central bank has launched a 
crash programme to revive 
Beirut’s pre-war capital mar- 
kets and win back the city’s 
role as a major Middle East 
financial centre. 


Nasser Saidi, deputy gov- 
jfLebi 


eroor of the Bank of Lebanon, 
said the bank’s new manage- 
ment saw reviving the capital 
markets as crucial for financing 
Lebanon's reconstruction after 
the 1975-90 civil war. 

He told Reuters in a 
weekend interview Lebanon 
hoped to raise $30 billion in the 
next 10-15 years through 
domestic and foreign invest- 
ment, loans and boi 


The inflow of reconstruction 
capita! would give Beirut an 
advantage over rival financial 
centres that emerged in the 
Middle East during Lebanon's 
1975-90 civil war." which are 
mainly founded on offshore 
activities and lack a domestic 
capital base. 


The bank has rapidly taken 
the first steps to develop the 


‘If a good part of the canital 
melled thri 


_ arrowing 

programmes from supranation- 
al institutions. 

“The best way of tapping 
that and bringing those invest- 
ment funds into the country is 
by creating financial markets 
and financial instruments for 
people to invest,” he said. 


is channelled through (Beirut) 
financial markets, then you're 
setting up to have a fairly 
decent sized capital market," 
Mr. Saidi said. 

Mr. Saidi, 43, is one of four 
deputy governors who came to 
the bank on Aug. 1 with the 
new governor Riad Salameh, 
also 43. 

Mr. Saidi said the team be- 
lieved two-thirds of Lebanon’s 
capital needs had to come from 
abroad. “You cannot reason- 


foreign exchange, money, debt 
and equities markets. 

To restore Beirut’s pre-1975 
role as an international foreign 
exchange market it is en- 
couraging Lebanese brokers 
abroad to come back and 
establish themselves in Beirut. 


public and private sector could 
issue to tap it. 

"So the development of the 
money market is for us the 
beginning of the foundation for 
the remaining two markets — 
debt and equity.'* Mr. Saidi 
said. 


“We’ve had a number of 
visits already and the signs are 
encouraging.” Mr. Saidi said. 


To develop the monejp mar- 


ablv expect to attract up ro $20 
billion without having ihe 


appropriate markets and in- 
struments,” he added. 


ket. the bank launched a 
Beirut dollar market on Sept. 
1, allowing banks and institu- 
tions to open dollar and fore- 
ign currency accounts at the 
central bank. 

The market now exceeds t 
$200 million. Mr. Saidi said it 
would become a pool of funds 
for domestic ana regional in- 
vestment and the Sank was 
developing commercial and 
short-term paper which the 


He estimated that up to half 
the $20 billion to be raised 
abroad could be attracted to 
the equity and debt markets 
alone. 

The debt market is a treasury 
bill market denominated in 
Lebanese pounds and is cur- 
rently worth about S3 billion. 
Introduction of a secondary 


corporate sector involved. 

“The idea is that govern- 
ment debt win act as the back, 
bone (of the debt market). It 
will be rapidly followed In- 
corporations and institutions 
issuing debt which can then be 
sold both locally and abroad," 
the deputy : governor pointed 
out. 

The bank is currently orga- 
nising Lebanon’s first Euro- 
bond issue for $300 million, 
Mr. Saidi added. 


market and swaps on Sept. 1 
lidity 


increased liquidity and flex- 
ibility. 

The bank wants to extend 
issues from two to three and 
five years, Mr. Saidi said. It 
plans issues of government re- 
construction bonds very soon, 
and also wants to get the 


A major focus of its efforts is 
on reopening the Beirut stock 
exchange, destroyed by shell- 
ing in I V88. Mr. Saidi’ expected 
a semi- paperless exchange to 
open in 6-8 months. 

“We're hoping at least five 
or six companies including 
banks could be interested so 
that you'd start with a smal] 
market but a sound and safe 
one which you would then de- 
velop.” he said. 


Belgian unions launch 
rolling strike action 


BRUSSLES (R) — Belgium's 
powerful trade unions began a 
series of strikes Monday to try 


and force the government to 
soften its tough package of 


austerity measures. 

Antwerp Port, the second- 
•biggesr in Europe after Rotter- 
dam, was paralysed by the 
strike, whicn affected tne re- 
gions of Limbourg, Antwerp 
and Liege. 

“There is a total strike. 
There are no shir 


ists in Friday's general strike. 
The two unions together repre- 
sent about 2.5 milhon workers. 

A spokeswoman for the 
FGTB/ABW said Monday's 
strike had been well sup- 
ported. “It has been followed 
very closely in the bigger com- 
panies especially," she said. 


without giving specific details 
" iffec 


hips coming m 
or going out of the port,’’ 
Antwerp Port Captain Robert 
Engels told Reuters. 

Union officials said further 
regional strikes are expected 
Wednesday and the socialist 
trade union FGTB/ABW has 
called a nationwide strike for 
Friday. 

The CSC/ACV Christian 
Democrat union called an ur- 
gent meeting Monday to de- 
cide whether to ioin the social- 


of companies affected. 

However, she said railway 
and post office workers did not 
appear to have joined the 
strike. 

The strike action follows the 
centre-left government's 
announcement last week of a 
new social plan, which is aimed 
at boosting competitiveness 
and employment and cutting 
social security spending. 

Included in the measures are 
tax hikes, cuts in health spend-, 
mg and family allowances as 
well as a three-year wage 
freeze. 


’Jordanian consultancy issues 
‘financial index of banks’ 


AMMAN — United International Consulting has recently 
sued the first verson of “Financial Index of Banks in Jorc 
199J-1992” which is regarded as the first of its kind in Jordan. 

The financial index includes a comparative statistical and 
financial analysis of all commericai, investment and specialised 
banks in Jordan for the years 1991, 1992. It also includes t^e 
ate analysis of commercial banks and investment banks' 


aggregate analysis or commercial names ana investment t 
as well as the aggregate analysis of both together. 
The significance of financial index lies in revealing 


new 


performance standards for banks in Jordan, in addition to 
industry averages which can be considered a base for measur- 
ing banks performance in Jordan. 

The analysis of each bank and the aggregate analysis 
consists of: 

— Balance sheet fOT the years 1991, 1992 and the horizontal 
and vertical analysis of assets and Liabilities. 

— Income statement for the years 1991, 1992 and the horizon- 
tal and vertical analysis of its items. 

— Financial ratios for the years 3991, 1992. 

— Interest margin analysis model. 

It is a model designed to link finance and investment of the 
bank with its revenues. 

The model links both leverage by deposits (represented by 
the ratio of equity to deposits), and capital base (represented 
by the ratio of assets to equity), with deposits' utilisation rate 
(represented by the ratio or facilities of deposits). It then 
moves to analysing the sequence of interest items leading to 
achieve net interest margin by relating these items to deposits. 


Burgundy 
wine auction 
prices slump 
for 4th year 


BEAUNE, France (R) — Bur- 
gundy prices fell on Sunday for 
a fourth year running at the 
Hospices de Beaune auction, a 
key barometer of the French 
wine industry's health, reflect- 
ing a lacklustre world economy ■ 
and overflowing supplies. 

The average barrel at the 
widely-watched annual charity 
auction fetched 21 per cent less 
than last year. Red wine, 
which made up nine of every 
10 barrels, was off 23 per cent 
while whites, less plentiful, fell 
five per cent. 


Experts had expected prices 
to stabilise after falls of 23 to 
30 per cent in the three preced- 
ing years. The latest fall 
brought prices almost 70 per 
cent oelow their 1989 levels. 

“At these levels it's no lon- 
ger profitable to make quality 
wine,” said wine expert Michel 
Bettane, noting that some of 
the best labels were being sold 
for under 30 francs ($5) per 
bottle.^ 

The - auction is the first se- 
rious assessment by buyers of 
the new vintage. On the block 
were wines bearing some of the 
most noble names in France: 
Volnay, Pommaid, Corton, 
Mazis-Cbambertin and Meur- 
sault. 

Barrels each containing 228 
litres of wine were sold at an 
average price of 14,072 francs 
($2.3o9) apiece, down from 
17.878 francs ($3,010) in 1992 
and 44,144 francs ($7,432) in 
1989 before the slump began. 

Prices were at levels not seen 
since 1980. “There’s not much 
enthusiasm out there,’’ 
shouted the auctioneer at one 
point. 

Records going back to 1958 
showed that prices had not 
previously fallen four years in a 
row during that period. Data 
stretching back to the first auc- 
tion in 1859 were not available. 
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“There’s a lot of scar tissue. One of 
your old girlfriends must’ve stomped 
on your heart pretty hard!” 
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\ « by Hand Arnold and Hike Argirtan 
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NAWKEE 
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WHAT THE AU5SIE 
ASKEI7 FOR IN 

the pub. 


Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Answer he*: FT T Y Y 1 FY f 

A A Aj LA A A . 

(Answers tomorrow) 
PLAID ORATOR EXCISE 

T'^l’vs.shoppera a real charge! — 

CREDIT CARDS ^ 


Jumbles: CHIDE 
Answer. 




Nigerians return to work 
after fuel price deal 


LAGOS (R) — Nigerians returned to work Monday after the 
new military government strode a deal with trade unions on 
ending a week-long general strike by agreeing to cut fuel . 
prices. 

Banks and shops, dosed since the strike began last week,# 
opened early in Nigeria's biggest dty Lagos. 

There was little sign of police on the streets. 

“Most of our staff are baas.” said the manager of one bank 
in central Lagos, where traffic again jammed the streets. 

School children went to school while the federal secretariat 
in Lagos, where most government employees work, again' 
bustled with activity. . 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 23, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Get tasks done early in the A.M. 
as the Moon trines the Sun. 
Avoid using any air of bravado 
with family or dose associates 
and be sure to be kind to anyone 
offering you assistance or coop- 
eration. ’ 


ARIES: (March 21 ro April 19) 
Don't expect benefits to come to 
you from a distance early but get 
into problems facing you at first 
hand and tonight slick to plans 
already made. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t spend more money than 
you can afford on pleasures and 


would be wise to put your atten- 
tion on them and not be so 
concerned with, fussy about your 
own home. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are now in a position, 
to get into whatever intimate and 
private concerns activate you and 
don’t go dashing around to usual 
outside places. 


stick to suggestions made by an 
economical minded associate 


even though later you want to do 
your thing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
An early conflict between a fami- 
ly member and outsider can be 
resolved by ignoring both and 
getting into the tasks facing you, 
later avoid the public limelight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't allow pressure at 
work to keep you from acknow- 
ledging an important com- 
munication from a close compan- 
ion, tonight get some relief 
through a hobby. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
would be wise to concentrare 
your attention upon the practical 
conditions to be solved and avoid 
going off on pleasure jaunts to- 
day or tonight. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Your own aims are such 
of a personal nature that you 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Think about your 
various discriminating and ex- 
perienced friends and get thdr 
aid in gaining personal lon^ngs 
and sidestep money matters now. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21 ) Your own ideas 
are good and your judgment, is 
not poor so also rdy now upon 
suggestions given to you by those 
positions of authority as your 
way of doing things. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to. 
January 20) you have some new 
ideas that require discrimination - 




uecj; 




and analysis to work in your 
.favour but you lose Out if you 


limit, restrict yo irself. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have a chance 
to get conditions on a much more 
satisfactory level with attach- 
ment by concentrating on that 
person, not going off with 
friends. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Better understanding the 
views of a partner of ability 


require that you do not spend as 
foilowinE wishes of 


much time 

one in a position of power 


July 



THE Daily Crossword by 


ACROSS 
1 Fret 
5 Entities 
10 Henry Vlll’s 
' Camertne 
14 Change homes 
<5 Taboos 

16 Bum balm 

17 Draft 

20 Top score tor a 
gymnast 

21 Alone 

22 Nuclear 
experiment 

23 Troubles 

24 Pawls. Q.g 

26 Shot for me hole 

29 Starr and 
Simpson 

30 Vicinity 

31 Queue 

32 Young ieflow 
35 Draft 

40 House addition 

41 Connery 

42 " — love with a 
wonderful guy" 

43 Sngma 

44 Exhausts 

46 Small Navy craft 

49 Ornamental 





4* nones AmwvM 


button 

50 Sierra — 

51 Practice boxing 

52 Garden segment 
55 Draft 

5B Late actor Wffl 

60 Utopian 

61 Bus money 

62 Norms, abbr. 

63 Farm machinery 

name 

64 Mine vehicle 


DOWN 

1 Finn 

2 Musical note 

3 Tied 

■J Marry 

5 Incalculable 

6 Carols 

7 — China 
0 Mate! —i i 

9 Comp, pt 

10 Adhesives 

11 AU. lor one 

12 Potty's perch 


13 Lets 

10 Man or Capri 

19 Cot. sometimes 

23 Type type: abbr. 

24 Raised platform 
26 Sea two 

26 Gan 

27 Russian range 

28 Tattle 

29 Fair -haired 

32 Delineate 

33 Etching material 

34 study rooms 
38 Jordan's 

neighbor 
3? Shipshape 

38 Thrashes 

39 Contended 

43 Boo-Boos 

44 Firm 

45 Good motor 
sound 

46 Hole 
stoppers 

47 Belief 

48 Greeted, in e 
way 


Yesterday's Puzda Sahmd: 


nnnnn nnnra 
nnsnn nnnn nnnn 
nrannnniQnna nnnn 
nnn nnnn non 
nnnnnn nnnoQun 
^ rcnna nnnnnnnn 
nnnm annnn nnn 
ranpo Dfimnci nnnn 
nnnn 

nnnnanno nnnn 
raQnnnnn nmnnnn 
nnnn nnn 
nnnn ndonrairnmnn 
HSHS nnnn nnnnn 
nnon nnnn aannn 


49 Lance 

51 Captain Hook a 
toady 

52 Carry 

53 Base book 


54 . 

58 a — (Spanish 
herb! 

57. Poetry torn 
58 Salamander 
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3™? s s “^ s Jordan’s imports rise 13.5% in first half of this year 


S^^ lA S --7 H5? Iujan “Y 31 saBk t0 2,000 to toe dollar 
unconfinned reports that the governor of the 
central bank would be replaced. Dealers said the dollar rose 
between 35 and 60 nyals over Sunday’s close, reaching 1,900 
nyals m tte open market in Tehran and 2,000iotE rival 

Europe. 'The dollar opened at 1,950 riyals and rose 
to 2,000, /for rlnn»rc\ ic etTAtut and m* *— 


t 


* .* 
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™ WVIUU IV II 

Economists blame the rivals’ wo 
foreign debt, estimated at up to $3 
billion in arrears, and low oil prices 
main source of . hard cash revenue. 


******** FINANCIAL M36JCK3BX , 

WUSIH BANK UU11H MMM - lOaiBMI S 

, ... TPJ^MQW 1 !' 660170 / 663170 
OMAKIXD taUKZT SHAM MIC* LIST TO* KBU1 23/11/1993 


CWW! MMC 


ARAB MUX 

JOMMH HATJOMU, SAME 
AAM 09 JOVOM3I' 

HI DOLa BAST mvuTKnr HAM. 

IKHRUH, BBimmOR OMR 

THE HOraXJRI Mm 

JORDAN K0HA1T BAKX 

mz» bass for savzm a investment 

BUSINESS BAKE 
AMOK BAKE TO* IWV Eg TMPT 
ARAB BUUK COBMMTlaK/JOROM 
nUUTOLKIA XBVKBWBHT BAM. 

8OTCTD nttQHAKX 
■30MHUI FRENCH XMBUBAHCB 
ARAB LX*K C ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Jordan colt umhouct 
JORZW flAK ELSCnze MNXB 
IKBlP D1BT BZCT BMtCTRICZTZ 

abab nmnmiTiatiu. >**r*T* 

JOROAM TOORISH C SPA COMPLEX 
BATX0MAL PORTFOLIO MCORIREB 
HEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JWOAM IMTXMACTOWtt. TRAD ISO C EN T ER 
JOBDAB PRESS. POQBOATIOK / ALBA 'I 

Phzte d Km njt east * cntmxofx boh u 
asab nun. for ur vus no u rr & education 

JDROAM TOBACCO C CIGARETTES 

ATTANQEBP CflMST. mXBRXAl. MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEHEirr' FACTORIES 

joro ae gn oMH nmuua 

THE XNDBRBXJU. C0MK8CZAL E AGRI CULTURAL 

ARAB PHARKACSDT1CAL WMW tRCIBR aW 

spinning c weaving 

RATIA mmBTKIES 

JOBDAE SLABS ZBDDSTRZES 

BAR AL PAHA DEVKLOMSKT A INVESTMENT 

arab uvuuujnr s zherkatiokal trade 

ARAB AUBONUM UMU E TO T 
ARAB PAPER C OtfVBEnN C 6 TRADING 
JORDAN H8DICAL CORPORATION ' 
INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CBDaCAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN BOCKHOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN IBSmiTRIES 6 KAKS/JHKO 
JORDAN PHBCAST CON OU TE DBW A I EZ 
HATZORAL CARLE A WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SDLPBO-CHENICAU 
ARM cram FOR PHARR. 6 CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT 00. FOR KHZ. C FOOD PBOO. 
KAMTHER INVESTMENT - 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDDBIHZIS 


Financial Jordan Times 

Markets to “-p"" 4 -" ^ 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U.S. Dolar in InwraatnnMl Markets 


Sterling Pound 

IkuMir .Mari ' 1 • 

Swfcv. Franc , . . 

French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

Furupean t'urrem linll 
('Ml Ptr ST« 

I'unpM Opnkt B >*B ML liJft 
EBraCBmiMy Ihcntmc Rat« 
t'arrwc) 1 I 1 

V*. Hollar 3 

Sterling Pound 5 

Drulvrfac Mark 6 

.Satan Franc t 

French Franc g 

Japanese Yen 7 


Mrrhank IhH rjH-. U, RMUM s nn-rduu: I .N. lUhr. I.WHI.OfXJ or equivalent. 

Contzal Bank of Jordon Exchange Rate Butteds 

Oat*: 22: 1 1/1995 


TRADED 

HfflV. 

OMMim CLQSXK 

VOL CHE 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

PRICE 

JO 

PRICE 


U, 160 

279.500 

178.500 

177.000 

t.oso 

6.070 

6.050 

6.050 

2.010 

4.150 

4.100 

4.100 

S.8SS 

1.890 

1 .070 

1.060 

30.094 

3.960 

3.960 

3.900 

6.105 

5.530 

5.550 

5.550 

34.911 

3.050 

3.020 

3.050 

7.395 

4.750 

4.770 

4.770 

11.026 

4.150 

4.150 

4.150 

39# 470 

1.750 

1.730 

1.730 

623 

4. ISO 

4.150 

4.150 

44,159 

2.300 

2.350 

2.330 

953 

3.240 

3.060 

3.250 

1.103 

3.400 

3.400 

3.370 

2,960 

2.960 

2.960 

2.960 

473 

3.770 

3.770 

3.770 

06,514 

2.220 

2.210 

2.210 

685 

1.200 

1.200 

1.250 

12,046 

4.750 

4.750 

4.700 

11.250 

1.170 

1.170 

1.160 

7.495 

3.060 

3.BS0 

3.030 

S12 

1.630 

1.590 

1.550 

2.235 

1.650 

2.000 

1.000 

6.425 

14.500 

14.250 

14.300 

24,413 

2.140 

2.130 

2.120 

5,221 

2.660 

2.660 

2.‘M0 

3.019 

2X.230 

21.230 

21.000 

60 

1.760 

1.760 

1.760 

65,510 

2.930 

2.900 

2.940 

10,069 

9.700 

9.750 

9.700 

1.229 

7. 400 

7.400 

7.400 

41,436 

B.2Q0 

0.240 

B.250 

3,776 

2.700 

2.700 

2.600 

1,125 

2.330 

2.250 

2.250 

•10 

0.390 

0.390 

0.370 

3.785 

16.300 

15.200 

15.050 

2,902 

2.240 

3.240 

2.230 

5,940 

10.000 

9.900 

9.900. 

765 

1.350 

2.530 

1.530 

7,631 

0.300 

0.370 

0.360 

1,847 

3.570 

3.500 

3.500 

3,435 

2.370 

2.300 

2.270 

3,360 

1.170 

1.150 

3.170* 

700 

0.390 

0.390 

0.390 

5,577 

,3,060 

0.100 

8.050 

8.080 

3.410 

3.400 

3.400 

5,377 

3.250 

J.1B0 

3.170 

8,154 

1.370 

1.360 

1.330 

230 

2.280 

2.300 

2.300 

11,402 

5.110 

5.000 

9.070 


‘ (U) 


New Vo tfe 
Cfo»e 

•I*?9/J7/93 

Tokyo 

Cfo'^e 

n '* 22/ 11/93- 

1.4735 

■ 1.4707 

. 1.7143 

' 1.7161 ■ 

1.5049 

1.5065 

5.9415 

5.9317** 

10*. 50 

101.46 

1.1190 

1.1211 


22/11/1 993 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

3.06 

3.43 

3.43 

5.56 

5.37 

5.72 

6. IS 

6.00 

4.66 

*.50 

4.31 

4.72 

6.62 

6.4 3 

6.06 

2.43 

2.25 

' 2.75 

6.75 

6.56 

6.31 


rorrenev 

Bid 

l 1 A Dollar 

O.70I0 

StvrUaa Pound 

1 .0299 

llrui xebe Mark 

0.4061 

SmKs Franc 

0.4650 

French Franc 

0.1176 1 


Japanese Yen 
Dutch liuitder 
Surdtsh Krona 
Italian lira 
Brhtbin Franc 


Other Cunendos 


Bahraini Dinar 
i.rbane^ Ura 
Saudi Khol 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Vatari KivrI 
KpiplUn Pound 
OtOEOi Riyai ~ 
V'YF Dirham 
tirerk HractooJ 
Oprioi Pound 


22/11 '1993 


Bid 

1.6360 
0.040700 
0. 7666 

OfTer 
1.6630 
0.047500 
0 . 1682 ' 

2.2200 

2.3700 

0.1595 

0.7979 

0.2050 

0.2220 

7.7600 

7 . s:\v 

0.tS«5 

0.1910 

0.2025 

0.3535 

7.3320 

7.3725 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
teu&g wo Ai currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bulbon markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One ster ling 
One ounce of goW 


1.3258/68 

1.7110/20 

1.9200/10 

1.5024m 

36.45/49 1 

5.9415/65 

1689.8/1.3 

108.21/31 

8.3290/49 

7.4365/65 

6.7905/05 

Si. 4713/23 

5378^0/379.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian tire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN ■ — Jordan's imports 
during the first half of this year 
increased by 13.5 per cent as 
imports climbed from JD 966.2 


million during the first six 
months of 1992 to JD 1,096 
million during the sam** period 
of 1993. 

According to the Monthly 
Statistical Bulletin issued by 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
fCBJ) imports from Arab 
Common Market (ACM) 
countries (mainly Egypt, Iraq 
and Syria) rose from JD 166.7 
million to JD 176.S million in 
the first half of this year. 

Imports from Iraq alone 
were JD 149.4 million com- 
pared to JD 142.5 million dur- 
ing the six months of 1992. 
Egypt was in second place with 
JD 11.5 million C33) and JD 
11.8 million (*92). 

The value of imports from 
other Arab countries was also 
higher, totalling JD 50.9 mil- 
lion compared to JD 41.4 mil- 
lion to the six-month period in 
1992. 

Saudi Arabia ranked first 


among the non-ACM coun- 
tries, haying registered a JD 
19.7 million of exports to Jor- 
dan in the first six months of 
1993. Lebanon second with a 
JD 11.5 million. 

In the same period of last 
year imports from Saadi Ara- 
bia totalled JD 16.4 million 
while those from Lebanon 
amounted to JD 11.9 million. 

Germany was the leading 
country of the European Com- 
munity (EC) states in export- 
ing to Jordan, followed by 
Britain and Italy. 

Jordan’s imports from Ger- 
many amounted to JD 91.2 
milli on (*93), sharply higher 
from the JD 66.7 million ('92). 

Imports from Britain total- 
led JD 53.7 milli on while im- 
ports from Italy amounted to 
JD 52.7 milli on in the first half 
of this year. 

In the first half of last year, 
Italy ranked second with a 
total of JD 48.8 million while 
imports from Britain 
amounted to JD 38.8 million. 

The countries of eastern 
Europe sold Jordan products 
•word! JD 59.2 million ($93) 


compared to JD 59.9 million 
(*92). 

Romania and Russia were 
Jordan's largest East European 
suppliers as imports from the 
two countries were JD 10.7 
milli on and JD 9.5 million re- 
spectively in the first half of 

this year. 

Jordanian imports from 
other European countries 
totalled JD 37.3 million r93) 
compared to the JD 34.1 
amount posted in the first six 
months of last year. 

Sweden, Austria and 
Switzerland were the main ex- 
porters from the group of 
“other European countries.” 

Import from Sweden in. the 
first half of this year amounted 
to JD 12.3 million while im- 
ports from Austria and 
Switzerland were JD 10.3 mil- 
lion and JD 9.2 milli on respec- 
tively. 

Sales of U.S. products to the 
Kingdom were high at JD 


of 1992 the amount was JD 
57.2 million. 

Jordan exported products 
worth JD 22.4 million to India 
but imported goods with JD 20 
million from that countryin 
the first six months of 1993. 

During the same period of 
1992, Jordanian imports from 
India were worth only JD 17.7 
million. 

Imports under the category 
“other countries” totallea JD 


Nadera 

Flowers 


200.7 million (*93) compared 
to the total of JD 18^.8 mfition 
posted from January-June 
(1992) 

The CBJ monthly Statistical 
Bulletin listed the value of 
imports from some countries 
grouped under the category of 
“other countries.” 

Imports from Turkey 
amounted to JD 26.4 million 


. ■ ■ _ 
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(*93) compared to JD 36.2 mil- 
lion (’92). 

Similarly, the figures ,for 
Taiwan were JD 20.4 million, 
down from JD 24 million;, for 
South Korea JD 29.7 million, 
up from JD 18.6 million; for 
Indonesia JD 10.3 million, up 
from JD 6.8 million and for 
Pakistan JD 2.7 million, down 
from JD 3.2 million. 


-x_ "••!• 




131.6 million (’93) and JD 
108.4 million (*92). 

Purchases from Japan added 
to JD 65.2 million during the 
January-June period of this 
year. During the same period- 



Kuwait to cut discount rate to 5.75% 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
central bank said Monday it 
had decided to cut the discount 
rate to 5.75 per cent from 6.25 
in a move described by bankers 
as a boost both for commercial 
banks and government fi- 
nances. 


. Economists said the reduc- 
tion expected early next week 
would help government efforts 
to qit a budget deficit swollen - 
by Gulf-war related costs. 


The cut, the fourth this year, 
would further boost the pro- 
fitability of a commercial bank- 
ing sector enfeebled by bad 
debt problems and stagnant 
economic activity, they said. 

“The whole idea is to stimu- 
late the economy,” a commer- 
cial bank economist said. “The. 
cut will lower the commercial' 
b anks ' cost of funds and cut the 
amount the government has to 
pay on its local debt, primarily 
interest on the difficult debt 


bonds.” 

The government last year 
paid the equivalent of about $1 
billion in interest to the com- 
mercial banks on $19 billion in 
bonds it issued as part of a plan 
to solve an 11 -year-old bad 
debt problem at the banks. 

The centra] bank has yet to 
set the 1993 bond rate. But the 
successive discount rate cuts 
this year mean the rate will 
almost certainly be lower than 
last year's six per cent. 


Show your love , 
respect and 
appreciation with 
Fresh Fiowers. 

Opposite Queen 
Alia Fund 

Abdoun Tel:829422 t 


~ .’v . . 

y A.fterjjoon 
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•• 'OpenfQrXonctiwt 
Dinners" • 

Saturdays to Thar s days 
NtfonToMidnight 







THE PROFESSIONALS 
. ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKNG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORUMROMG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONSl 




Only 
The B es t 

Many furnished and * 
unfurnished villas — \ 
apartments for rent. 


Real 




I KAWARASONS 

604676 &Q4696 
.P.O.BOX 7806 
\ AMMAN v 






Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


AtPfaGrEsCoBarfai 
SELECT HOTEL 

Srfmm o m 

UK U& m p y°a^ 


v-/ Restaurant 

*Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 


Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHB&C CHINESE- CUISINE 


Elegant 
Colorful , 
Atmosphere^ 
Moderate 
Prices . / 

A 

ShmelsanJ * 
Tel 660250 
opendallyj 


'homely and intimate 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 6305 7 2 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Streel, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

O^en daily 12:00 ■ 3:30 
p.m. 

< 0:30 - Midnight / 





INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FbR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

' EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


French Ci 


One visit will make you 
a steady , we believe!!! 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 


uisine 


|j Lunch & Dinner J 
fvj 7 days a week | ] 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 [J 
j m Shmeisani-Near Babish « 
** Amman-Jordan 

sn 

«* »» 



^ ? « FT 

' 120 . 

\»5 ... Authentic 


120 . 

^ Authentic 
, j Chinese rfshes. 
•S from afliyeat re- 
gional cuisine 
. styles ot China. 
R rtye d by ora 


m 

SZEBHWAN MRBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical tthw Foods 



Open daJy lot 
kroch & drtner 

Take my ten kt s 
Jabal A! Hussein 
Mnistry of Trade 
& industrial Rd. 


- Chinese, Thai, Philliplno, Indonlsian & 

Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches an over the world and nov; one 

jw|ip^ - World wide programmes VIA satellite ■■■■■ 

— Hcurs;12 Noon 12 MiJ-nchi 

46 Bubliin Sim 2 od circle . Jsbol Amman Opposite French Lex' Tei 653482 




!k Restaurant WhiH 
flnflrtistkMiBiance 


Valentino 

Tbestaubamt 

JB O AL B UM f WST CatfUt 

uw QU IZ THE PMCi&«aAWrgl.B8<3» 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MjnunmT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available j 

Open Daily l2.30-3.30pm ' 
7.30-11^0 pm | 
After the Philadelphia Hotel j 
Towards 3rd circle j 


“T" . . 

CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


\ I N H / 

Desi.auranL & Taps* 

Jehel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 

STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sum 30% largor 

* From mnlargm- 

ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 j 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


j OpallJO-lXJt&OO.Mjc^ | 

Take away s available 

Shu AJ-Arab Street ! 

Um Uttiamah Commerc ia l Centre 

.face lasted Always Loved J 


THE 

A3M0SPBERE 

TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

0p«i mpSf From MO ? M to LM All 
fisapt Sunday Fran COO PJI to ISO AM 

Tunday Cloud 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
M iddle East Hotel - SBrniwrani 


The Fin! Oats Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-1 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TahamnyhanBallt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

ret. $38968 


'Mia** 

WW r BMhuont 


Best Thzas S Sandwiches 



Soft 8f Alcoholic Drinks. 
Take-Away Service Jj 

Sh meisan i 
Td. 680670 


For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
in the 
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Jordan Times’ I 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P.OBox .9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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agrees embargo lifting deal; 
calls meeting on Bosnia aid 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
EC foreign ministers agreed 
Monday to offer Serbia a "gra- 
dual suspension” of ^“^lons 
in exchan o*’ f„, land conces- 
sion. <uid an accord on the 
Serbian Krajlna enclave. 
French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe said. 

Mr. Juppe, speaking after a 
meeting of the 12 ministers 
here, also called on the three 
warring parties in former 
Yugoslavia to attend a meeting 
in Geneva next week on the 
thorny issue of guaranteeing 
aid supplies to Bosnia. 

Mr. Juppe said political and 
military leaders of the three 
factions would be invited to 
Geneva next Monday, for a 
conference to be attended by 
ministers, U.N. generals Jean 
Cot and Francis Briqueme- 
mont and U.S. and Russian 
observers. 

The ministers had called 
Monday's meeting to discuss 
their first joint action on Bos- 
nia, including a deal to lift 
sanctions against Serbia, as set 
out in a Franco-German initia- 
tive two weeks ago. 

In the past few days, Paris 
and Bonn have appeared di- 
vided on the suspension deal. 


Bonn would only consider a 
gradual suspension, while Paris 
wanted to propose the lifting of 
sanctions after a period of sus- 
pension. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd earlier dismis- 
sed the idea of lifting sanc- 
tions. “I don't think there is 
any question of removing sanc- 
tions against Serbia until all the 
U.N. resolutions bave been 
carried through. ” he said. 

“Prospects of peace don't 
look very good,” he declared, 
adding: “We need to persuade 
the Serbs to yield more terri- 
tory.” 

On the subject of aid con- 
voys, it was not immediately 
clear what next Monday's 
meeting in Geneva would in- 
volve. Mr. Juppe said the 
ministers would ask the war- 
ring factions to give formal 
guarantees on allowing aid 
through. 

Last Thursday the three war- 
ring factions met in Geneva to 
sign an agreement guaran- 
teeing aid corridors into Bos- 
nia, out there was no immedi- 
ate end to fighting along some 
of the aid routes. 

Aid has been suspended into 
the region for the last four 


weeks following the killing of 
an aid convoy driver. 

EC officials have said that 
there was little support for 
proposals, implicit in the 
French-German plan, to send 
more troops to Bosnia to guard 
the supply routes. 

U.N. aid convoys to central 
Bosnia could resume as early 


as Tuesday, a U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) official said Mon- 
day in Sarajevo amid reports 
that people were starving to 
death in the southern Bosnian 
city of Mostar. 

“We expect with the (U.N.) 
secretary general's (Boutros 
Ghali) resumption of aid con- 
voys that we will begin to send 
our first convoys into central 
Bosnia tomorrow (Tuesday), 
we hope, (although) it may not 
be until Wednesday,” Peter 
Kessler, of the office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees said here Monday. 

He described calamitous 
conditions in the eastern sector 
of Mostar, held by the Muslim- 
dominated Bosnian army. 

Earlier the ministers were 
booed by some 30 Bosnian 
demonstrators when they ar- 


rived at European Centre in 
Luxembourg to discuss their 
first joint action in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

Demonstrators carried ban- 
ners with anti-EC slogans, 
accusing the foreign ministers 
of being “accomplices to 
murderers” and denouncing 
their “new partnership with 
the fascist (Serbian President 
Slobodan) Milosevic.'' 

The European Community 
mediator to the conflict. Lord 
Owen, joined tbe ministers in 
Luxembourg to report back to 
them on tbe state of peace 
negotiations. 

Meanwhile three Argenti- 
nian U.N. peacekeepers were 
injured, one seriously, when a 
mine exploded near Pakrac, on 
the border of a Serb-controlled 
area of eastern Croatia under 
U.N. supervision, a U.N. 
spokesman said Monday. 

The badly injured soldier 
was receiving treatment at the 
American UNPROFOR (U.N. 
Protection Force) hospital in 
Zagreb, the spokesman said. 

Argentina has more than 900 
men based in the sector of 
Grubisno Polje, SO kilometres 
east of Zagreb. 


Vote rout puts pressure on Rome government 


ROME (R) — Pressure for 
early general elections grew 
Monday after Italian voters de- 
livered a sting in g rebuff to the 
scandal-tainted parties sup- 
porting Prime Minister Cano 
Azegho Gampi in local polls at 
the weekend. 

“The government must step 
down and it would be a good 
thing if President Oscar Luigi 
Scalraro went as well.” said 
Alessandra Mussolini, the 
granddaughter of war-time dic- 
tator Benito Mussolini, who 
came second in the southern 
city of Naples. 

“The Italian Social Move- 
ment (MSI) is die first party of 
Naples and we have succeeded 
in defeating the old corrupt 
potititians, she told reporters, 
predicting victory over her lef- 
tist challenger in a run-off elec- 
■tion on Dec. S. 

“We are getting ready for 
the long, hard battle ahead," 
said Ms. Mussolini, a medical 
student and former actress. 
“My competitor already knows 
die fide that awaits him." 

In the fint round of voting 
Sunday 30-year-old Mussolini 
received 29.7 per cent of the 
vote while Antonio Bassolino 
of the Democratic Party of the 
Left (PDS) drew 48.5 percent, 
die exit polls showed. 

Ms. Mussolini, a member of 
parliament, and Mr. Bassofi- ■ 
no face a run-off vote because 
neither candidate received a 
majority in the first round. 

If Ms. Mussolini wins, the 
grand-daughieT of Hitler's 
chief European ally will greet 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
other world leaders at next 
July's summit in Naples of 
Group of Seven leading indust- 
rial nations. 

Ms. Mussolini, who keeps a 
bust of her grandfather in her 
bedroom, told reporters that 
the former dictator was her 
chief inspiration during the 
campaign. 

“I'm proud of what my 
grandfather did for Italy ana 
want to restore to Naples some 
of the values he believed in like 
honesty,” she said. “If I win in 
December it will be thanks to 
him and his name." 

Italian share prices tumbled 
on fears of mounting govern- 
ment instability with the Milan 
Bourse Index opening 2.26 per 
cent down. The lira fell to 
986.40 against the German 



Mnwnlmi, granAtangfater of former tersas she is surrounded by photog a ph aa after 
Italian dictator Benito MmSoi and candidate casting her vote for tbe first direct mayoral 

for the Naples office of mayor, waves to suppor- elections in Italy (AFP photo) 


mark from 978 late Friday. 

“This parliament no longer 
represents anyone.'' said Irene 
Pivetri, a legislator represent- 
ing die Northern league, after 
11 million disillusioned voters 
repudiated Italy's traditional 
parties in elections for -428 
taayois and councils. 

“The Ciampi government 
now mainly relies on the sup- 
port of parties that have be- 
come ghosts,” the Milan daily 
D Gioraale said in a front-page 
comment 

“The government has been 
shattered by yesterday's vote 
and only intertia will probably 
allow it to survive until early 
general elections are called.” 

Mr. Gampi, a technocrat 
installed at me head of a tran- 
sitional government in April, is 
backed in parliament by the 
Christian Democrats, the 
Socialists and their tiny allies, 
the Liberals .and .the Social 
Democrats. He can also count 
on the — : Communists' neut- 
rality. 

The Christian Democrats 
(DC), the mainstay of every 
government since 1945, polled 
10 per cent in Rome, while 
Gianfranco Fini, leader of the 
neo-fascist Italian Social 
Movement (MSI) took the lead 
in the race to become mayor. 


First computer projections 
gave Fini 39.2 per cent of the 
votes, placing him ahead of the 
Greens’ candidate, former En- 
vironment Minister Francesco 
Rutelli, who was expected to 
receive 37.2 per cent. 

A second round run-off will 
be held on Dec. 5. 

“It's not a vote for the MSI, 
it's a vote against all the dis- 
things that were com- 

j -.n .i « 


.candidate, Carmelo Caruso. 

“Reality is far worse than 
what we expected,” said a 
stunned Education Minister 
Rosa Russo Jervolino, presi- 
dent of tbe DC which won 30 
per cent of the votes in the 
1992 general election. “It's a 
day of great suffering for us.” 
Referring to corruption 
scandals that have cut a swath 
through Italy's political estab- 
lishment in the past 21 months, 
he told a television interview- 
er “I imagine this is a reaction 
to events m which all the main 
parties were involved in.” 
Sunday's election buried Ita- 
ly's old political centre as vo- 
ters switched their support to 
the spiritual heirs of two 
ideologies defeated by history, 
fascism and co mm u nism . 
Former Communist leader 


■ Adulle Occhetto proclaimed 
his Democratic Party of the 
•Left (PDS) to be Italy's largest 
after first round results put 
left-backed candidates ahead 
in all tbe main dries. 

Sunday also saw a record 
score for the MSI which be- 
came tbe largest party in 
, Rome and Naples and the new 
' magnet for the protest vote in 
central and southern Italy — 
thanks to the desertion of the 
DCs traditional electorate. 

Anti-mafia candidate Leolu- 
ca Orlando was easily elected 
mayor of Palermo, capital of 
Sicily where tbe crime orga- 
nisation has long flourished, in 
Italy's local elections Sunday, 
polls said. 

Mr. Orlando, who thrust his 
way into the spotlight in the 
late 1980s when he tried to rid 
Palermo's City Hall of the 
mafia, won nearly 75 per cent 
of the vote, said a projection 
by MJan’d Doxa Institute. His 
closest challenger got 17 per 
cent. 

Mr. Orlando, 47, who 
served as Christian Democrat 
(DC) mayor of Palermo in the 
late 198us, was elected this 
time for the “La Rete” (Net- 
work) Party which be formed 
in 1991 to carry his anti-mafia 
message nation-wide. 



Major pledges no amnesty for extremists 

LONDON (R) — British Prime Minister John Major, eager to 
reassure Protestant unionists opposed to a united Ireland, 
pledged Monday there would be no amnesty for extremists 
jailed in tbe Northern Ireland conflict. Despite a flurry of fresh 
peace initiatives, weekend statements by key figures in the 
provinces showed that big obstacles still exist to ending a 
conflict that has taken more than 3,000 lives and injured more 
than 40,000 people since 1969. Leading unionist James 
Molyneaux blasted attempts by tbe British and Irish govern- 
ments to find a joint peace formula, while Irish Republican 
leader Martin McGuinness accused Mr. Major of turning his 

sr to seize what be believes is 


back on peace. Mr. Major, eat 
the best chance for peace .in 25 years, was quick to scotch 
reports that convicted extremists would be pardoned if a 
somtion could be found to one of the world's longest-miming 
guerrilla conflicts. “No such planning exists. Reports of an 
amnesty in Northern Ireland are wholly wrong,” a spokesman 
at Mr. Major's London Downing Street residence said 
Monday. 

At least 27 killed in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Political violence killed at least 27- 
people in Johannesburg’s satellite black townships over the 
weekend, police repotted Monday. An apparent taxi war 
c laime d five lives m Natal province. Police spokeswoman 
Lieutenant Janine Smith said police found the oodles of 15 
people Saturday in East Rand townships, main focus of 
violence in the Johannesburg area in recent months. Five 
people were shot dead in one home. The bodies of 12 more 


n o rt h e r n part of the province Sunday. Police spokesman 
Major Bala Naidoo said the attackers opened fire with AK-47 

■ m a!i ^ .■ j. «■ ^ i_ 


burg, i 

shot in the bead and djecTinstantiy. Maj. Naidoo said initial 
investigations indicated die killings were the result of a taxi 
war between rival operators. 


4 die as sky diver hits plane 

NORTHAMPTON, Massachusetts (R) — Four people were 
killed after a free-falling sky diver collided with a light plane 
Sunday, causing the plane to crash, but sustaining only a 
broken ankle himself, state police said Monday. Police said 
the Cessna Warrior, on a night from Poughkeepsie, New 
York, to Boston, crashed when the parachutist, who had been 
dropped by another aircraft, collided with the tail section of 
the plane. The plane went into a taflspin and crashed near 
Northampton, Massachusetts, killing the pilot and all three 
passengers, police said. The parachutist, whom police named 
as Aan Peters, landed safely and sustained only a broken right 
ankle. His age and hometown were not available. Police also 
said they were not releasing the names of the crash victims. 

Soviet troops in Katyn got cash bonus 

WARSAW (AFP) — Soviet special troops who massacred 
nearly 5,000 Polish officers at Katyn Forest u» 1940, were given 
a cash bonus for carrying out the job, according to an NKVD 
doounrat showed I Sunday on Polish Television. document 
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Overall view of the site where a Soviet-built YAK-42 plane crashed in Macedonia (AFP 
photo) 

Pilot lost control in Macedonia crash 


SKOPJE, Macedonia (AP) — 
Opposition groups alarmed by 
the third an disaster in 16 
months Monday demanded the 
resignation of the government 
minis ter in ebarge of civil avia- 
tion. 

A Soviet-made YAK-42 tri- 
jet, chartered by the Macedo- 
nian carrier Avioimpex, 
crashed late Saturday near tbe 
airport at Ohrid, some 110 
kilometres (70 miles) south-, 
west of Skopie. Only one of 
the 116 people on board sur- 
vived. 

The plane, leased from the 
Russian carrier Aeroflot, was 
on a charter flight from Gene- 
va to the Macedonian capital,’ 
but was diverted because of a 
blizzard at Skopje Airport. 

“We suppose the pilot lost 
control and deviated from 
standard landing procedure,” 
said Goran Pavlovski, head of 
the government commission 
investigating the crash. 

Visibility was good at nine 
miles (15 kilometres), and con- 
ditions for landing were 
favourable. Mr. Pavlovski 
said. He said it appeared the 
plane began its descent too 
low. 

All but eight of the passen- 
gers appeared to have been 
ethnic Albanians from tbe 


Yugoslav province of Kosovo 
or from Macedonia working in 
Switzerland, according to a 
preliminary report published 
by the Belgrade daily Borba. 
The four-man Russian flight 
crew and four Macedonian 
cabin attendants also died. 

Six children and two babies 
were listed among the fatali- 
ties. Pierre Ollier, an official of 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees based 
in Skopje, also died. 

The sole survivor, a Serb 
identified only a Slobodan, 
underwent surgery to stop 
bleeding in his left lung and 
was listed in critical condition 
Monday. 

Last March, a Fokker 100 
belonging to another Macedo- 
nian carrier. Pal air, crashed 
□ear Skopje killing 81 people 
and injuring 16. A Russian 
Antonov 12 cargo plane struck 
a mountain top ‘in central 
Macedonia in July 1992, killing 
all seven people aboard. 

A two-year flight boom in 
Macedonia, resulting from the 
international sanctions im- 

E jsed on neighbouring Yugos- 
via, has overtaxed the tittle 
nation's civil aviation infras- 
tructure. 

Eighteen charter airlines 


have been registered to handle 
the passenger influx from the 
north, although only six are 
currently operating. 

There is still no proper civil 
aviation authority, and oper- 
ator licenses ana other perti- 
nent matters are handled by' 
the Ministry for Urban Plan- 
ning, Civil Engineering, Com- 
munications and Ecology. 

Safety standards are de- 
scribed as poor. Air traffic 
control which used to be hand- 
led from Belgrade before 
Macedonia declared its inde- 
pendence in 1991, is 
rudimentary, and flight crews 
are reportedly overworked. 

“All these carriers are pro- 
fiting handsomely from the 
chaos in our civil aviation,” 
said Todor Petrov, leader of a 
group of seven independent 
deputies in Macedonia's 120- 
seat parliament. In a statement 
read on national TV, he de- 
manded the resignation of 
Antoni Pesev, the minister in 
charge. 

His call was echoed by the 
small Macedonian People's 
Party and the Workers Party. 

At an emergency session late 
Sunday, the- government 
announced that Tuesday would 
be a day of mourning for the 
victims of the crash. 


Seoul hardens stance on eve of summit 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
Korea appeared to harden its 
stance Monday on the eve of 
crucial summit talks between 
Presidents Kim Young-Sam 
and Bill Clinton expected to 
focus on Pyongyang's refusal » 
to allow inspections of its nuc- 
lear facilities, press reports 
here said. 

In an interview with the 
Seoul daily, Mr. Kim denied 
foreign press reports that 
Washington and Seoul were to 
announce a halt to the annual 
Team Spirit military exercise 
as part of a “package deal” 
which would include resumed 
outside inspections of North 
Korea’s nuclear facilities. 

In the interview which took 

E lace last week, Mr. Kim said 
e expected the two Koreas 
would enter into a common- 
wealth as a first step towards 
unification during his presiden- 
tial term, which ends in 1998. 

The New York Tunes re- 
ported Monday that Washing- 
ton was to offer North Korea a 
package deal involving low- 
level concessions and some 
commitments on future deals 
in exchange .for an immediate 
resumption of limited interna- 
tional inspections of its nuclear 
sites. 

Mr. Clinton was to consult 
with Mr. Kim Young Sam on 
the proposal Tuesday at a 
meeting in the White House, 
the paper said. 

A senior Seoul official, 


speaking on the presidential 
plane as Mr. Kim headed from 
Seattle, where he attended an 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration Forum summit, to 
Washington, also denied that 
five allies - were poised:: to accept 
Pyongyang’s proposed “pack- 

^Yonhap news agency quoted 
tbe official as saying, however, 
that the two leadeis, during 
their talks Tuesday, would 
“show their will” to bah Team 
tint if North Korea agreed to 
low file International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to re- 
new inspections of its nudear 
facilities. 

“If the North rejects the 
proposal stemming from our 
summit talks, then the nuclear 
issue will inevitably be referred 
to the U.N. Seauity CdUncil 
and stronger action win be 
taken,” the official was quoted 
as saying. 

Stalinist North Korea has 
barred full-fledged IAEA in- 
spections of its nudear facili- 
ties since January, setting off 
international alarm bells that it 
was forging ahead with a nuc- 
lei weapons programme. 

Mr. Kim Young-Sam said he 
was optimistic he would meet 
his North Korean counterpart 
Kim D-Sung and see a North- 
South "commonwealth” 
formed within five years. 

“Looking at various factors 
at borne and abroad, a South- 
North Korea commonwealth 


would be likely during my 
(five-year) term in office, Mr. 
Kim said in an exclusive inter- 
view published in the Seoul 
Shinmun newspaper Monday. 

“When North Korea's nuc- 
lear dispute is resolved, mutual 
trust restored... a South-North 
Korea summit meeting will 
come naturally,'* said Mr. 
Kim. 

Meanwhile, South Korean 
Foreign Minister Han Sung- 
Joo said Sunday South Korean 
leaders are concerned about 
military activities of North 
Korea's “unpredictable” and 
“desperate” regime. 

In an interview with ABC 
Television at the conclusion of 
a Pacific rim leaders summit, 
Mr. Han said Seoul is worried 
about North Korea's nuclear 
potential as well as its conven- 
tional military forces. 

“We are very concerned ab- 
out the situation,” he said. 
“Obviously, we want to stop if 
North Korea is indeed deter- 
mined to make a nuclear 
bomb. 

“We are also concerned ab- 
out their conventional military 
capability. We do not think 
they will resort to military ac- 
tion unprovoked. But at the 
same time... they are unpre- 
dictable and at the same time a 
rather desperate regime, and 
we have to approach this in a 
very careful way.” 


Moscow demands Armenian apology 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia demanded a public apology 
Monday from Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosyan 
over an attack on a Russian 
peace envoy on the Armenia- 
Azeri border. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, in his toughest pub- 
lic remarks yet towards Arme- 
nia, threatened a complete cut 
in Russian aid to the landlock- 
ed Transcaucasian state. Mos- 
cow’s mediation would only 
resume when the safety of its 
envoys was guaranteed, he 
said. 

Cars carrying President 
Boris Yeltsin s personal envoy 
Vladimir Kazimirov, seeking 
to negotiate an end to a five- 
year territorial conflict be- 
tween Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia, came under fire from .the 
Armenian side of the border 
Saturday. He was unhurt but 
members of his entourage were 
wounded. 

Mr. Kozyrev dismissed 
Armenia’s explanation that the 
Azeris had changed a previous- 
ly-agreed route without in- 
forming the Armenian side. 

“The government resolutely 
denounces this act... and de- 
mands an immediate public 
apology from the top Arme- 


nian leadership,” a Russian’ 
government statement said. “It 
reserves the right to take the 
most resolute actions to ex- 
clude such incidents in future.” 
“If something like that hap- 
pened to an American diplo- 
mat... I am sure we would have 
seen an aircraft carrier by 
now,” Mr. Kozyrev added. 

He made a veiled warning 
that Moscow could intervene 
more directly in the region, 
saying the dispute centred on 
the Nagorno-Karabakh en- 
clave in Azerbaijan was begin- 
ning to threaten Russia's 
national interests. 

“Tbe note which Armenian 
Foreign Minister Vagan Papa- 
zian sent me is an inacceptabie 
piece of paper, in which he 
tries as usual to disclaim Arme- 
nia's responsibility,” he told 
the press conference. 

“rapazian's piece of paper 
does not represent the view of 
President Levon Ter-Petros- 
sian. There is no doubt that the 
supreme leadership will re- 
spond rapidjy to our demand 
for an official apology,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said. 

Mr. Kazimirov, also at the 
iress conference, said the jeep 
leading his car’s escort was 
targetted by machinegun fire 


e 


uj. ^menians as his delega- 
tion prepared to cross the fron- 
tier near Kazakh, in northwest- 
ern Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Kazimirov his for the 
last two years been leading 
diplomatic efforts in the re'giorr- 
to settle the conflict over the 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Russia 
would only resume diplomatic 
efforts if it received an of“ "fi 
and public apology. If nor, me 
said, Moscow may have to use 
“other methods” to settle rhe 
dispute. “I think I have been 
clear enough.” he added. 

Mr. Kozyrev rejected 
charges of neo-imperiaiism in 
the region. “We want to make 
our partner understand that 
the conflict has reached the 
stage where it is threatening 
Russian national interests ” he 
said. 

“The flood of refugees and 
operations have reached a 
level where other forces risk 
oein| drawn into the situa- 
tion, ‘ he said, adding that 
Russia had “geostrategic in- 
terests and historic links” with 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The war is beginning to 
threaten “Russia's national 
security,” he said. 


Texas town wants 
pregnant officer 
to patrol streets 

HUMBLE, Texas (AP) — The 
dtv bus refused a pregnant 
police officer's rcoucst for a 
desk job antB she gives birth, saying 
that if » she can't do patrol 
work, she won't get paid. “I 
don’t know what they expect 
me to do. Go on welfare?" 
Officer Bonnie Hyde said, “I 
think they ought to have a little 
compassion instead of putting 
me out on the street when I'm 
two months pregnant.” As of 
last week. Officer Hyde, 31, 
was not patrolling and not 
earning hCT S3 351 monthly 
salary. Citv Manager James 
Baker said Humble doesn't 
have a policy for placing its 
police officers on light duty. 
“Her job is a patrol officer. If 
she can’t perform her duties, 
she can’t work,” he said. “We 
gave her the opportunity u> 
wear a shoulder harness of any 
other acceptable method of 
earning a weapon,” he said. 
Officer Hyde said that 
wouldn't protect her From get- 
ting into fights and other dan- 
gers. Officer Hyde is qualified 
os a field training officer and is 
an FBI-trained fingerprint ex- 
pert. 

Richard Gere 
attends China’s 
'Oscars’ 

BEIJING (AFP) — American 
actor Richard Gere, a strong 
critic of China's human rights 
record in Tibet, was in Guang- 
zhou Monday for the Golden 
Rooster and Hundred Flowers 
Film Festival, an event hailed 
here as “China’s Oscars." 
Gere, who pointedly called on 
China’s supreme leader Deng 
Xiaoping to end human rights 
abuses in Tibet during a speech 
at the American Oscar cere- 
mony this year, arrived at the 
weekend, a festival organiser 
said by telephone from tbe 
southern Chinese city. He is to 
remain until Thursday or Fri- 
day for the Chinese premiere 
of his latest film Sommersby at 
the five-day festival, the orga- 
niser said. Chinese film star 
Gong Li and director Zhang 
Yimou are also expected to 
make appearances at the fes- 
tival which opened Sunday, the 
China Daily said. They have 
been nominated as best actor 
and best director respectively 
for their film The Story Of 
Qiuju, the report said, adding 
that the “mainland's equiva- 
lent to the Academy Awards" 
would be presented Tuesday. 
Films from Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Russia, Spain. Ger- 
many. France, Japan and the 
United States are also to be 
shown at the festival, which 
was first held last year in the 
southwestern city of Guilin, it 
said. 

German police 
make ‘ecstasy’ haul 

WIESBADEN, Germany 
(AFP) — Drug squad officers 
have seized 10,000 tablets of 
the "ecstasy" drug and 
arrested seven suspects, Hesse 
State police said Monday. 
Police moved in on the three 
Germans and four Dutchmen 
as tbe tablets changed hands at 
a motorway halt near Aachen. 
Favoured for consumption at 
so-called “techno” parties, the 
drug is generally manufactured 
by illegal laboratories in the 
Netherlands. 

Thank you for 
not smoking, 
or go to jaii 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) - 
Malaysians who dare to light 
up in designated no-smokmg 
areas or on public transport 
face jail sentences under a new 
law, the Health Ministry said 
Monday. Offenders can be , 
fined 5,000 ringgit ($2,000) or 
imprisoned for up to two years 
under a law approved by par* 
(lament last week, the national 
news agency, Bernama. said. 
The law, which comes into 
force on May 15, also bans all 
forms of cigarette advertising 
and promotions except for in- 
house magazines. 

Gold-and-diamond 
gameboy offered for 
$81,000 

LONDON (R) — The exclu- 
sive Harrods Department 
Store is selling a gold and 
diamond-encrusted version of. 

popular Gameboy toy for 
£55 M (581,000) us a Christ- 
mas stocking-filler for the vwy 
nch. The independent news- 
paper said Mondav the toy. 
which normally sells for £50 
(573.80). was commissioned by 
Harrods as a Christmas gift- 
Harrods is also offering a two 
kg (4.4 lb) solid gold jeny-bcan 
dispenser, again studded with 
diamonds, for £220.,00fl 
(5324,500), including the gold 
sovereigns to get the jellybeans . 
out. “we’re not 100 per cent 
sure someone will buy the jd- 
ty-bean machine in time for 
Christmas, but we do believe it 
will sell,” a spokeswoman for 
Harrods said. 
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tie Sampras 


RANKFURT (Agencies) — 
- Bchael Stich played his best 
.mis of the year and Pete 
■ unpins played probably his 
oist. The outcome was pre- 

ietable. 

. Stich became the new No. 2 
(the world by beating Sam- 
. 7-6, 2-6, 7-6, 6-2 Sunday 

r win the ATP Tour World 
. . hamp fonship. 

The loss in the last match of 
. « tour left a little blemish on 

n "'JGfg unpras’ record, but did not 
& Cb.'p>a ^ bi® No. 1 ranking. 

" :; »£ Sampras was heading home 
" ■ Tampa, Fla., Monday. He 

is a date with Vitas Gerulaitis 
. jesdav on the golf course. 
.Stich s season is not over, 
"e will lead Germany in the 
avis Cup final on Dec. 3-5 in 
uesseldorf. 

. 'five weeks in a row in 
nope and maybe there at the 
-d I just got a little mentally 
ed, Sampras said after the 
^set defeat. 

But Sampras wasn’t looking 
r excuses. 

“I had my chances today, 
t when we get to crunch time 
f seems to get through it. 
*lay be deserved to win. He 
it played a little bit more 
id than I did. But I will get 
er it," Sampras said. 

‘It’s disappointing," Sam- 
is said. “But I obviously had 
Teat year and I can bold my 
id up high." 

Stich blasted 27 aces in his 
tory, while Sampras only 
i 11. He led the tour this 
son with a total of 1,011 
s. 

'It's a great finish to a great 
-n," Stich said after prevent- 
. ■ Sampras from winning his 
h final in a row. 
iampras had an even greater 
jt, but he faded in the last 
. tch. ' 

. le dropped his serve in the 
mine game and straggled 
m then on. 

itich won both key tiebreaks 
inst Sampras, bringing his 
>reak record this season to 
19. 

Everybody tends to play a 
loose the first couple of 
at* in a breaker. 1 try to 
eveiy point voy seriously 
"* ' • to be 100 per cent there on 

<■ first point. That pays off," 

h said. 

le fired 12 aces in the final 

In the fourth set he just 
ed huge, I had no chance," 
ipras said. “The air was out 
he balloon." 

rich collected SI .24 milli on 


for his sixth title on the year 
and became the second Ger- 
man in a row to win the tour- 
ending event. Boris Beckei 
won last year bat failed to 
qualify this time. 

“After the (1991) Wimble- 
don victory, this is for sure the 
most important win I had," 
Stich said. “I can say I am 
playing my best te nnis of the 
whole year right now.” 

He moved one place up in 
the computer rankings to No. 
2, replacing Jim Courier, who 
dropped to third. For the 
second time in his career, Stich 
won titles on all four surfaces 
in a year. 

Sampras, whose eight tides 
this year included Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open, took home 
$160,000. 

That brought his earnings to 
$3,648,075 tor the year, the 
biggest annual purse in the 
history of the tour. 

His 1993 singles record of 
83-15 was the best since Ivan 
Lendl went 84-7 in 1985 and he 
was the first to win eight tides 
in a year since Lendl won 10 in 
1987. 

Meanwhile no matter bow 
big a tournament Stich wins, it 
seems he cannot escape die 
shadow cast by Becker. 

Although Stich moved 
second in the rankings behind 
Sampras, Becker remains king 
of German te nnis in the eyes or 
many of his countrymen. 

Stich avoided questions ab- 
out his popularity- at the post- 
final news conference but 
when asked how he thought a 
German crowd might react if 
‘he were to play Becker now he 
replied: “I do not know and I 
^ do not want to think about it.” 

Although Stich failed to win 
a Grand Slam crown this year, 
die former Wimbledon cham- 
pion tallied up five titles com- 
ing into this event 

Most of the festhalle fans 
were behind Stich as be halted 
Sampras's run, but this has not 
always been the case. 

After losing to three-times 
Wimbledon champion Becker 
in the same event in 1991, Stich 
was openly crushed by the 
biased crowd. 

He complained bitterly ab- 
out how most of the crowd 
cheered Becker on while he 
himself received virtually no 


Since that time his public 
rows with Becker over Davis 
Cup participation have made 
German newspaper headlines. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 

>093 Irwif vtaj Seven, tnt 


DIFFERENT STROKES FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 

wsMVki vulnerable. West the final ronnart-South would 
j s surely have ventured four spades. 

NORTH since the diamond fit provided a 

♦ 9 7 4 safety net. 

T Void Declarer ruffed the opexung heart 

A K J 10 3 2 lead and led dummy's nine of 

♦ 7632 trumps. When East followed low, so 

1ST EAST did declarer. Whan the nine held, 

♦ J 6 5 3 declarer drew trumps and ran dia- 

1 Q J 106 ■ A 9 8 7 4 monds. making 12 tricks in all. 

6 ■* ’’7 Taking a first-round trump fi- 

, Q J 10 *085 oe&se was more than just a safety 

SOUTH play. It was an avoidance maneuver 

♦ A K (j 10 8 ui keep the danger hand off play. 

•• 8 3 2 Since West more than likely held 

‘ Q 9 5 the ace of dubs, denying East the 

♦ K 4 lead would protect the king of clubs 

bidding from the guillotine. And the finesse 

it North East South had io hr taken immediately, since 

2 3 ' 3 * declarer needed a trump in dummy 

4 * Pass Pass t0 protect against further heart 

lead*. Even if the trump finesse lost. 
B lead: King uf i declarer was sure of 11 tricks. 


pen inn lead: King «»f >■ 
here are eume ploys that are 
matk' to rubber bridge players, 
inafhema to the duplicate aft- 
too techniques. This deal is an 
iple of what «r mean. 

. isi's jump to three h earls hv 
■ f- wrship agreement, won pre- 
ave. Had the vulnerability been 
•wd. a full-blooded leap to tour 
If. might have been in order, 
nigh we doubt whether that 
d have made .my difference to 


How would you tackle the hand in 
a duplicate pair competition? Most 
pairs should buy the hand at four 
spades or higher, so the safety play 
should be avoided in favor of mak- 
ing all the tricks with normal 
breaks. Ruff the.heart lead, cross to 
the queen of diamonds and ruff an- 
other heart. Now draw trumps and. 
ir they break 3-2. you have the rest. 
Unfortunately, that’s down one. 


Barcelona shock throws Spanish race wide open 


iampras finishes on a 
osing note, but stays No. 1 


PAIRS (AFP) — A stunning • 
defeat for Barcelona by bot- 
tom-of-the-table Lend a threw 
the Spanish title race wide 
open at the weekend and left 
six sides tied at the top. 

Newly-promoted Lerida, 
who had not won at the Nou 
Camp for 43 years, snatched an 
86th minute winner through 
defender Quesada Jaime after 
Brazilian striker had missed a 
penalty. 

That left the Catalan club 
tied on 16 points with Sevilla, 
Valencia, Deportivo La Coru- 
na, Real Madrid and Athletic 
Bilbao. Sevilla could have 
gone top but were beaten 1-0 
by Valencia while Deportivo - 
vo crushed Real Oviedo 4-0. 

Barcelona's coach Johan 
Cruyff, who watched his team 
do eveiything- but score, said: 
“I suppose that some of my 
players were still thinking of 
playing in the World Cup." 

Valencia’s hero was Bulga- 
rian Luboslav Penev. still jubi- 
lant after the pass that led to 
Bulgaria’s last-minute World 
Cup winner against France last 
week. He netted the only goal 
of the game in the 25th minute. 

Real Madrid, reduced to ten 
men in the closing minutes 
when Luis Mills was sent off, 
were lucky to hang on for their 
2-1 win over Celta Vigo that 


Nightmare 
year ends 
with Graf 
victory 

NEW YORK (R) — A sensa- 
tional year for Steffi Graf, but 
a nightmare season for 
women's tennis, finally came 
to an end with the German 
star’s victory over Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario at the Virginia * 
S lims championships Sunday. 

With her vaunted forehand 
blazing, Graf, pounded out a 
6-1 6-4 3-6 6-1 victory over the 
exhausted Spaniard to claim 
her 10th title of the year and 
raise her 1993 earnings to a 
single-season record of 
$2,821,337. 

Graf reached the final of 14 
of 15 tournaments she played 
and finished the year with an 
impressive 76-6 record, losing 
just one match since May 2. 

“I’m incredibly happy. I had 
so much successes, irs been a 
great, year," Graf said after 
picking up her $250,000 win- 
ner’s check for her third year- 


put them at the top for the first 
time this season. 

Chilean striker Ivan Zamor- 
ano (13) and Ramis (80) got 
Real's goals. Losada scored on 
the stroke of half-time for Oi- 
ta. who had a late equaliser 
controversially disallowed. 

Jose Angel Ciganda scored 
Athletic Bilbao’s winner at 
Sporting Gijon. 

A 2i-ya.rU shot from 
Sweden's Thomas Brolin (63) 
and a freekick from midfielder 
Gianfranco Zola (85) gave Par- 
ma victory over Atalanta and 
kept them on top of the Italian 
League — but only on goal 
difference from champions AC 
Milan. The two sides clash next 
weekend. 

Milan, who left out Jean- 
Pierre Papin because of ex- 
haustion after France's Bulga- 
rian trauma, needed two 
equally superb goals to secure 
a 2-1 victory over Napoli. 

Fabio Pecchia had put the 
visitors in first-half injury time 
but Christian Panucci (61) 
equalised with a beatifully 
curled shot with his left foot 
and midifielder defender De- 
metrio Albertini converted a 
25-yard freekick one minute 
from time. 

Sampdoria also had to come 
from behind after Foggia had 
taken a 12tb minute lead 


through Dutch winger Brian 
Roy. 

Roy's compatriot Ruud Gul- 
lit continued his rich run of 
form with a 24th minute 
equaliser after running on to a 
David Platt cross. 

Roberto Mancini missed a 
penalty for Sampdoria before 
bald winger Attiio Lombardo 
got the winner 14 minutes from 
time to leave the Genovese 
club a point behind Milan and 
Parma. 

European Soccer 

J uven tus needed a scram- 
bled equaliser six minutes from 
the end from German defender 
Jurgen Kohler to stop Cagliari 
winning in the Staaio Delie 
Alpi. 

The Sardinians had gone 
ahead midway through the 
second half through Belgian 
midfielder Luis Barroso de 
Oliveira but the loss of Fran- 
cesco Moreiro, sent off ten 
minutes later, allowed Juven- 
tus back into the game. 

Alen Boksic and Paolo 
Futre. two of the players off- 
loaded by cash-strapped Olym- 
piqne Marseille scored their 
first goals in Italy for Lazio and 
Reggiana. 

Goat striker Boksic headed 



Steffi Graf 


ner’s check for her third year- Yugoslav would have been de- 

j .!.» . «. r j- n TAfinmA Cnomninn n f f ho 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Spacious, 3 bedrooms, two bathrooms, living and 
dining rooms, deluxe furniture, with telephone. Ground 
floor surrounded by a small garden. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite the Arab Bank building. 

Call Tel. 669012, 774457 


end title at Madison Square fending champion at the 
Garden, but first since 1989. F «ncb Open, the U.S. Open 
"To end the year winning a A “L e season-ending 

this tournament it couldn't be championships, which she won 
any better," added the 24- in 1990, 1991 and 1992. 
year-old world number one. . Ironically, the one person as 
Among Grafs remarkable J. a PPy 35 Graf Sunday may be 
Hst of accomplishments for Guenter Parche, the German 
1993 was her third French who attacked Seles because he 

Open title, fifth Wimbledon **“* “ e wanted to Graf to be 

crown and third U.S. Open number one again, 
victory So ^ben Sunday s final con- 

Tbe 1993 record book will c ' uded on a note for Graf, 
show that Graf dominated the there was an almost palpable 
women's game like no one has of relief that the women s 

since — well since Monical tennis year that everyone 

Seles just last year. wou,d “ e t0 for 8 et was finally 

And there is the rub. The ov *f; , _ . . 

year will always be remem- I m “ a Ppy to have a break 
bered as the one in which a n °w, very happy, and I m 

deranged fan jumped from the looking , tun .' e away 

stands during a tournament in .HI tennis, Graf said. 
Hamburg and plunged a knife What 1 will concentrate on 
into the back of the best tennis the few weeks is to get 

plaver in the world. healthy, to get injury free," 

While Grafs year is impress- added Graf, who played the 
ive by any standard, it will past two weeks with lower 

always be tainted by the fact back pain and for much of the 

that all her major titles came y ear with a foot injury that 
after Selss was violently forced required surgery in October, 
out of the picture. Even without attack on 

The one meeting this year Seles, 1993 was not exactly a 
between Graf and Seles, who banner year for women’s 
has not played since the April tennis. 

30 stabbing, came in the final In addition to Graf, several 
of the Australian Open, won top players suffered injuries 
by Seles. and illnesses, including Mary 

The fiercely competitive Jose Fernandez, who had 


abdominal suigery in Septem- 
ber, and Jennifer Capriati, 
whose elbow injury has kept 
her sidelined since a miserable 
showing at the U.S. Open. 

The popular Gabriela Saba- 
tini has had her confidence 
shattered by going 26 tourna- 
ments without a tiue. She went 
out in the first round of the 
season finale to complete her 
first year without at least one 
title since 1985. 

And rising star Mary Pierce 
suffered the indignity of having 
her abusive father banned 
from all tournaments after he 
was thrown out of the French 
Open for his boorish be- 
haviour. She has since sought 
legal action to keep her father 
away and is anxious as 
anyone to put 1993 behind her. 

“This tournament has 
helped me a lot," said Pierce, 
who enjoyed breakthrough 
wins over Sabatini and Martina 
Navratilova at the season 
finale. 

“Hopefully I have some- 
thing to look forward to next 
year. " 

To add insult to injury, Kraft 
General Foods decided not to 
renew their option as the prim- 
ary sponsor of the women's 
tennis tour, leaving the WTA 
to search for new sponsorship 
next year. 


Lazio ahead in the Olympic 
Stadium but Torino came back 
through on Andrea Silenzi 
penalty (66) and former Lazio 
midfielder Angelo Gregucci 
(84). 

Futre put Reggiana on the 
road to a 2-0 win overCre- 
monese — their first of the 
season. But the dream debut 
turned into a nightmare when 
the Portugal forward was 
stretchered off in the closing 
minutes. He is expected to 
have knee surgery this week 
and be out for two months. 

Marcel Desailly, the third 
former Marseille star au- 
ctioned off, made an impress- 
ive debut for Milan' in midfield 
suggesting Fabio Capello sees 
him as a replacement for Frank 
Rijkaard rather than just a 
stopper. 

But it was a miserable 
weekend for the trio's old club. 
Marseille were thumped 3-0 in 
front of their own supporters 
for the second time this season. 

Auxerre did the damage 
with goals from Corentin Mar- 
tins (16), Christophe Cocard 
(78) and Lidian Laslandes 

(90). 

Paris Saint Germain's David 
Ginola, who carried the can for 
France's World Cup failure af- 
ter losing possession at the 


start of the crucial Bulgarian 
move, bounced back with a 
12th minute strike in his club's 
2-1 win at Toulouse. 

Brazilian midfielder Valdo, 
who made Ginola's goal, then 
scored the winner to put PSG 
back on top of the league. 

Previous leaders Bordeaux 
were held to a 1-1 draw by 
newly-promoted Martigues 
while Monaco needed a penal- 
ty save from Jean Luc Ettori to 
earn a point against Le Havre. 

In Holland, an own-goal by 
veteran international defender 
John De Wolf gifted third- 
placed Vitesse Arnhem a draw 
against Dutch champions 
Feyenoord Sunday, enabling 
Ajax to close the gap to one 
point at the top of tne table. 

Feyenoord, who have yet to 
be beaten this season, had 
looked to be beading for their 
11th victory after striker John 
Van Loen's 34th minute 
penalty. 

Ajax meanwhile continued 
their freescoring form with 
four second-half goals against 
FC Groningen. 

Clarence Seedorf broke the 
deadlock after 55 minutes and 
the Amsterdam giants killed 
the game in a five-minute burst 
that saw strikes from interna- 
tional winger Marc Overmars, 
Nigerian George Finidi and 


Sweden’s Stefan PeKersson. » 
In Germany, (he 
tinned for Bayer ft. 
when the Bavarian p*®** 
held to a 1-1 draw 1 **th os^-puty 


ment dub Scftalke M». ™Setta 
have lost 10 dr r b cir 
matches. ^ dcoL - 

Bayern, still reeling from 
their UEFA Cup defeat bj 
Norwich, went ahc*d throu gh 
Chris tian Nerlingcr in the 73rc 

minute but cotnpIacency_ 
allowed Your! Mulder t0 Jp _ 
snatch a lare gqualiser. Sf “ s 

Leaders Einrracht Frankfor t 

muse be desperate for the 
Christmas break after a second — , 
consecutive 3-0 loss saw theu 
advantage over Bayern cut to 
two points. 

This time Cologne did the 
damage with three goals in the 
last half-hour Friday. Austrian 
international Toni Polster 
broke the deadlock with a 62nd 
minute strike, Rico Steinmann 
got the second three minutes 
later and Horst Heldt com- 
pleted the rout 16 minutes 
from the end. the 

FC Porto won the big matdrarty 
in Portugal when a sixth mi-ting 

nute strike from Domingosforts 

rave them victory over Booby sys- 
Robson’s Sporting Lisbon. 2 to 
That allowed Porto to move re- 
level with Benfica, who were! of 
stunned 5-2 by Setubal. 


Cole shows England credentials 


NEWCASTLE, England 
(AFP) — Andy Cole illus- 
trated why he could be Eng- 
land's brightest hope up front 
with a hat-trick for Newcastle 
against former Enropean 
champions Liverpool Sunday. 

The St. James' Park crowd 
were treated to an exhibition 
of finishin g by the 21-year-old* 
striker, wno was man-of-the- 
match in the northern dub’s 
3-0 premiership win. 

With displays like these. 
Cole is almost certain to be one 
of the first choice's up front for 
the successor to current Eng- 
land manager Graham Taylor. 

In freezing temperatures. 
Cole turned up the heat with 
pace and shooting accuracy to 
finish off Liverpool, who 
dominated English football 
during the 80's. 

^Cole's treble took his tally 
for- the season to 21 and he 
showed that he has come of 
age. 

It took him just four minutes 
to carve open Liverpool as he 
pounced to stab home Robert 
Lee's cross from the left and 
beat goalkeeper Brace Grob- 
belaar from close range. 

King Cole made it 2-0 after 
16 minutes as Newcastle again 
took advantage down Liver- 
pool’s left flank. f 

Scott Sellars, in only his 
fourth game of the season, ran 
on to Peter Beardsley's de- 
fence-splitting pass to centre 
for Cole to glance home a low 
shot into the bottom far corner. 

And then on the half-hour 
Sellars put another one on the 
plate for the rampant Cole, 
who duly struck to claim his 
third hat-trick of the season 
and few at St James' Park, 
Liverpool excluded, were com- 
plaining that he looked a yard 
offside. 

The scoreboard above a 
gloating gallowgate end 
flashed the message: “It's the 
Cole goal show," and the strik- 
er and Newcastle could have 
added more. 

Sellars was denied by Grob- 
belaar in the 38th minute while 
Cole saw another close-range 
effort beaten out by the busy 
goalkeeper. 

Lee Clark looked destined 
to score his first of the season 
before a last-ditch block by 


Neil Ruddock as Newcastle 
turned on a soccer feast for an 
all-ticket home crowd and the 
television audience watching 
on sky. 

But Liverpool, with John 
Barnes returning from injury 
as a second-half substitute to 
help stop the rot in the second 
hair, might have cut the deficit 
with a late rally with goalkeep- 
er Mike Hooper saving from 
Robbie Fowler and Jamie Red- 


Newcastle United manager 
Kevin Keegan hailed the beat- 
ing of his former dub Liver- 
pool as “the best we've played 
since I came to the dnb. 

Keegan watched in delight 
as an Andy Cole hat-trick in 
the first half-hour wrapped np 
the points for his rampant side. 

And afterwards he said: 
“The first-half performance 
has got to be the best we have 
played in my time here. 

. knowtite were 6-0 at hal( 


identials S 

our 

nity 

the game petered out. ana 
“Bat when you are dis- 
appointed having won 3-0 then^at 
you really know you are get-ton- 
ting somewhere." ilace 

Keegan also praised hat- an( j 
trick hero Cole. ‘T am delighbhjle 
ed for him because he loves for 
scoring goals and I am delight-pen. 
ed for the fans because they 
have a real idol. nos t 

“I know it sounds daft when„ t0 
Andy has scored three goabfica. 
but that was one of his quieter the 
days today. He’ll play netter j on 
than that on another day andj on 
not score." tend 

Liverpool boss Graeme Sou- an j 
ness admitted: “We got a 
doing in the first-half although a j so 
the second-half was a bit more atK j 
like it. and 

“Newcastle played very,j ons 
very well but what was out ^d 
there and sitting on the bench 
today were the only fit players 
at Liverpool Football Club. 


‘T knowMe were 64) at han; “We have had to call off twof.^ 

time in the first division last dub games this weekend be-^d 
year but tins was, tbe ; Premier •> cause we have 23 profesaonalSd Be £ 
League and tins was Liverpool, in the squad who are unfit. 'JLi 

“It was probably too much “But Newcastle played ex-Li^ 
to expect the ‘second-half to tremely well. They will give^. 

continue in the same vein and I any (me a game up here and.—., 

was left feeling a bit flat when their crowd is fantastic." “ - 


America 
has had 
41 Presidents 




AJANl 

JEWELLERS 


each one had 
only one birth stone. 
All birth stones 

available at: 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 








FOR 

RENT 


Furnished ground Boor of a villa 
in SweiByah, 2 bedroom, separa te 
entrance, small garden , fireplace. 
Rent J.D. 4500 . 

TcL 698573 


; SEEKING 

29-year-old male, having 3 years of experience in clerical 
positions in U.S. and 1 year in Jordan with a German 
company is seeking employment at one of the diplomatic 
missions. 

Please call Sameeh from 8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at 797008 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

Suoer deluxe, furnished-unfurnished villa In Umm 
Uthaina, consisting of four bedrooms, salons, dining 
room, spacious kitchen, three bathrooms, private 
garden, garage. With telephone and central heating: 
suitable for diplomats. 

. Call tel. (614597) 



* 


Reservation Telephone Na 819664 - Abdoun 


Gfafflut 


LAD 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 





Tel.: 699238 




CONCORD ‘V 

Harrison Ford — in 

The Fugitive t 

Shows: 12:J«. 3:30. 8:3». Hi:30 

Tc CONCORD ‘2’ in 
The Prince Of Tide* 

Shuw>: 12:30. 3:15. n:00. K:l5. 10:15 


Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 

KeM AS jgagStei 


presents a. play entitled: 1 

AI Sim Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel. , 

Hassan Al Shasr. Fuad Shomali i 

In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15. j 

• Ti^juets are sold all day 


Nabil & HteftsrfTs ®5!55 

ARLAN THEATRE 


i he political comedy 

mCQME ARAB 5UMMST 

DaHy 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English syllepsis available 
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Arab boycott of Israel to continue— league 


CAIRO (R) — The Arab boycott of Israel will continue until 
the Jewish state withdraws from all occupied Arab lands and a 
Palestinian state is established, Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Esmat Abdul Meguid said Monday. ‘‘We want to end the 
boycott but the reasons that led to its imposition — the 
continuation of the occupation and the need for Palestinians to 
gain their rights — are still valid,” Dr. Abdul Meguid told 
reporters. He was speaking after an Arab League Council 


session requested by Libya to urge Arab states to maintain the 
boycott. After the signing of the Israel-Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) peace deal in September, Israel andjbe 
> called 


United States called on Arab countries to lift the boycott. The 
U.S. House of Representatives Sunday condemned the 
boycott as an impediment to Middle East peace, and urged the 
Arab League to work to end it. (See page 2). Dr. Abdul 
Meguid denied reports that some Arab states had requested 
the lifting of the boycott. 


PLO turns down Swedish proposal 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has turned down an offer by Sweden to build 
accommodation in Jericho for refugees and administrative 
personnel, office buildings and an airport, the Swedish 
development aid ministry said Monday. Swedish Aid Minister 
Alf Svensson had been holding discussions with the PLO on 
the project which was to have cost 40 milli on kronor ($5 


million), financed by money already set aside for development 
aid. The question of Swedish support for the Israeli-PLO 


was expected to 'tie discussed when PLO 
Yasser Arafat visits Sweden on Nov. 26. Following 
the peace accord signed in September between Israel and the 
PLO, Sweden increased its aid to the Palestinians by SO million 
kronor ($6.25 million) to 225 million kronor ($28 million). 


Iran resumes train service to Khorramshahr 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran resumed passenger train services to 
Khorramshahr port near the Gulf Monday, 13 years after they 
stopped at the outset of the Iran-Lraq war, Tehran Radio said. 
Khorramshahr, then Iran’s biggest commercial port on the 
Shatt A1 Arab border river, was occupied by Iraqi troops for 
i9 months at the start of the eight-year conflict The chy is still 
largely in ruins and only a fraction of its pre-war population 
has returned since fighting stopped in 1988 under a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire. The radio said one train a day would make 
the nearly 19-hour journey. 


Bomb hoax on plane to Israel 


NICOSIA (R) — A bomb threat winch forced a Greek Airbus 
bound for Israel to make an emergency landing in Cyprus 
turned out to be a hoax, airport officials said Monday. The 
Olympic Airways flight from Athens to Tel Aviv put down at 
Paphos in southwest Cyprus on Sunday and the 210 passengers 
the night in a hotel while experts combed the aircraft. 


spent the night in a hotel while experts combed the aircraft. 
^They are leaving now, all passengers are okay, it was only a 
bomb hoax,” a Paphos airport officer told Reuters. The' 


control tower at Paphos had earlier described foe^jane 


variously as a Boeing 747 Jmrfbo jet and a Boeing 


Lawyer for bomb victims advising Libya 


NEW YORK (AP) — A lawyer representing famines of five 
victims of tiie Pan Am Flight 103 bombing has been paid by 
the Libyan government for advice on turning over two 
suspects in the case, according to a published report. Lawyer 
F. Lee Bailey travelled to libya in Augnt to advise officials on 
bow judicial systems work in various countries in the event 
that Libya decided to turn the suspects in, the National Law 
Journal reported in its Monday edition. Mr. Bailey told the 
Journal he saw no conflict in representing the vic tims * families 
while advising the Libyans on ’‘what the means of surrender 
should be. The families would be in favour of that The 
purpose of my going there was to facilitate their return to 
somewhere.” Mr. Bailey said he did not inform his clients of 
die visit to libya because it had not been made public. He also 
stressed that he was not representing the suspects, but merely 
advising the government on options for their surrender. 
Elizabeth Phillips, former president of victims of Pan Am 103, 
said she (fid not drink the families “would want to have trim 
represent libya.” Mr. Bailey said he told the Libyans die 
United States wfll not “settle for anything less than a Scottish 
trial,” and that even an acquittal there would not stop further 
prosecutions, he told the JonmaL He said the Libyans found 
ms advice “not helpful, not cheerfbL” 


Gunmen wound 4 in south Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Unidentified gunmen Monday shot at a 
police checkpoint in southern Egypt, wounding three police- 


men and a arifian. The attack comes one day after assailants 
shot and killed three policemen and a civilian and wounded 
three other bystanders in a public square in the southern town 
of Qnea. Police did not identify the shooters in either attack, 
but their style conforms to that of Muslim extremists who 
frequently launch attacks on police, especially in the south. 


•fibril vows to continue struggle against Israel 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Palestinian leader Ahmad Jibril has 
pledged that his guerrillas will continue to fight against Israel 
in affianc e with the Shi’ite Muslim fundamentalist HKzboQah. 
Mr. Jibril, leader of tbe 
Palestine-General 
accord between 

“humiliation and defeat.” Addressing a graduation 
for his fighters, he bitteity attacked Yasser Arafat as a “c 
tool in the bands of U.S. -Zionist policy.” Mr. Jibril also 



attacked Mr. Arafat for his condemnation of a recent attack 
that killed an Israeli settler. Mr. Jibril, whose movement is 
based in Damascus, said “the PFLP-GC will continue its fight 
and struggle against the Zionist enemy, thus allying itself with 
Hizhfillafi in Lebanon and with other national and Islamic 
forces” 


Clerides calls for U.S. pressure on Turkey 


NICOSIA (AP) — President Glafcos Clerides urged the 


United States on Monday to pressure Turkey to withdraw 
from his war-divided island. “The United States, more than 


any other country in the world, has sufficient influence in 
Ankara to be able to convince the Turkish government to 
change its intransigent stand on Cyprus,” Mr. derides told 
new U.S. Ambassador Richard A. Boucher. The U.S. envoy, 
who was presenting his credentials, said that the status quo in 


Cyprus was not a solution. “My country will continue to give 

of the United Nations 


its steadfast support to the efforts 
secretary-general to asast the people of Cypras reach a 
mutually acceptable solution,*’ said Mr. Boucher, familiar to 
Americans as a former State Department spokesman. Re- 



community and the flagrant violation of United Nations 
resolutions.” 


Kuwait, Russia to sign pact by Dec. 2 


KUWAIT (R) — Russia and Kuwait will sign a defence 
agreement between Nov. 29 and Dec. 2 providing for possible 
arms sales and joint military exercises, the Russian ambassa- 
dor said Monday. The accord is aimed at improving Kuwait’s 
defences and will allow Russia to become more deeply 



ply in securing peace and stability 
Gulf," he told Reuters. “Its (the accord’s) main provisions are 
aimed at development of dose cooperation to assure a higher 
level of Kuwaiti defence capability — exchange of delegations 
of defence minis tries and general staffs of the two countries, 
oint manoeuvres and training, purchase of armaments,” Mr. 
igny said in an interview. 




PLO generals visit Gaza 
to plan police deployment 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) generals crossed igto 
le occupied Gaza Strip from 
pt on Monday on an impre- 
cated visit to plan tbe de- 


ployment of a Palestine police 


Palestinian sources said. 


Generals Abdul Razeq AI 
iliah Fa 


Majaydeh and Abdullah Farah 
were to examine the possibility 
of housing Palestinian police 
units in military camps which 


Israeli troops will evacuate 
under the Israel-PLO peace 


deal, Israel radio said. 

The Palestinian sources said 
the generals would be accom- 
panied by Israeli officials dur- 
ing their day-long tour. 

Three PLO colonels and 22 


new police recruits, who just 
completed a two-month train- 


ing course m Egypt, are to 
enter Gaza Tuesday to check 
out possible local training sites, 
the sources said. 

An Israeli military pullout 
from Gaza and the occupied 
West Bank town of Jericho is 
due to start on Dec. 13 under 
the terms of tbe Israel-PLO 
accord on limited Palestinian 
self-rule. 

Palestinian police will be in 
charge of security in the two 
areas but the Israeli army will 
remain in and around Jewish 
settlements. 

Israel has begun calling up 
army reservists to assist in the 
withdrawal. 

Israeli media on Monday 
published the text of a letter, 
accompanying call-up notices 
sent to a reserve transport 
company, in which tbe unit's 


commander explained to his 
men the purpose of their 30- 
day stint. 

“As you know, Israel is in- 
volved m moves which I hope 
will lead to peace,” he wrote. 
“Part of the process is the 
(military) evacuation of Gaza 
and Jericho, according to the 
decision of the government. 
“The best units of the trans- 
it centre have been chosen 
this operation. Our unit is 
the first to be picked for this 
job and I hope jk>u also want to 
take part in this process.” 

Meanwhile, a first batch of 
the 600 Palestinian police 
being trained in Egypt gradu- 
ated Monday and are going 
home to take np their duties. 

The 22 graduates dressed in 
Green Fatigues — with Palesti- 
nian flag patches on their 
shoulders — received certifi- 
cates from Egyptian Interior 


tion Army, the PLO military 
force in different Arab coun- 


tries. Its members are sup- 
posed togatber soon in Eg 
and Jordan to prepare for 


ployment. 

Said Kama!, the Pales tinian 
representative in Egypt, said 
he was overwhelmed^ by Mon- 


S 


day’s ceremony. 

‘T couldn’t control my feel- 
ings when I saw my flag with 
the Egyptian flag. ... This is 


the first step of building tbe 
entity of the Palestinian people 
on Palestinian territory,” fie 


said. 

Mr. Kamal refused to 
answer questions on whether 


the police would face problems 
with Israeli settlers. Some set- 


tlers have said they will not 
obey Palestinian officers. 


Minister Hassan Al Alfy. 
“This is a great day for tbe 


iv a 

the Palestinian people,” said 


n peopl 
Nabfl Shaheen, 29, who raised 
the Palestinian flag for the 
ceremony at the Egyptian 




emony a 
ice’s Institute of 
'raining. 


er 


The graduates, mainly from 
the Gaza Strip, will return 
home Tuesday to await Israel's 
withdrawal. 

Some 15,000 to 20,000 
Palestinian policemen are due 
to replace the Israeli troops, in 
addition to the 600 being 
trained in Egypt, more than 
2,500 have graduated from Jor- 
dan’s Royal Police Academy. 
■ About half the Palestinian 
police will be fighters from the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


Another fear is that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat will use the 
new police to crack 
down on Palestinians opposed 
to peace with Israel. But sever- 
al graduates interviews said 
they did not expect opposition 
to lead to confrontations. 

“God willing, we will all 
come to an agreement,” said 
Jihad Al Nasi a from Gaza. 

Mr. Nasla, like others in the 
group, was a fighter with Mr. 
Arafat’s mainstream Fateh fac- 
tion ofthe PLO. 

One of the trainees said he 


was jailed before he joined the 
programme, but others said 


they had never carried a gnu 
‘ era 


before and were university 
graduates. 

Most said what they were 
looking forward most to 
Israel’s withdrawal from their 
land. 


Clinton nominates Egan 
as ambassador to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President 
BiD Clinton has named a new 
ambassador to Jordan, the 
U.S. Information Service 


(USIS) announced Monday. 
Mr. Clinton nominated Wes- 


Ambassador-desigDate Egan 
is a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service class of 
minister-counselor . His foreign 
service career overseas m- 


Jr., on Nov. 16 as 
ir extraordinary and, 
plenipotentiary of tbe United 
States to Jordan, a USIS press 
release said. f 

Ambassador-designate 
Egan, 47, will assume his 
duties. in Jordan following his 
confirmation by die U.S. Sen- 
ate, die release said. 

He succeeds Roger Harri- 
son, who left Jordan in July 
and afterwards retired from 
the U.S. foreign service. 


eludes: deputy chief of mission 
fro in 1990-1993, deputy 


in Cairo 
chief of mission in Lisbon in 
1987, ambassador to Bissau in 
1983, deputy chief of mission 
in Lusaka in 1979, and political 
officer in Usbcm in 1977-1979. 

Mr. Egan graduated from 
tbe University of North Caroli- 
na at Chapel Hill (B.A., 1968). 
He was born January 21, 1946 
in Madison, Wisconsin. 

Egan is married to the 
vfreima Warren and 


former 
has two 


Afghan ‘veterans’ not Involved 
In recent attacks — leader 


CAIRO (AFP) — A founder 
of an Egyptian Islamic militant 
ud former veterans of 
war in Afghanistan were 
not involved in recent attacks 


by militants in Egypt, in an 
' "sne< 


interview published here 
Monday. 

Ay man AI ZawaCbri, a 
founder of the Talaeh Al Fatah 
(Vanguards of Conquest) 
movement, told the opposition 
weekly Al Arabi: “Most young 


tian militants are based. 

A statement issued at die 
end of Mr. Rabbanf s visit to 
Egypt said the Afghan presi- 
dent “condemned terrorism in 
all its forms, and stressed he 
would not allow Afghan terri- 
tory to be used to undermine 


Egypt’s security and stability.” 
It did not say whether Mr. 


people involved in recent (nub- 

5 


taut) operations have never 
been to Af ghanistan. ** 

Mr. Zawahri, himself sought 
by the Egyptian authorities, 
said the assassination attempt 
against Egyptian Interior 
Minister Hassan Al Alfi in 
Cairo on Aug. 18 was a 
“suicide operation,” which he 
had planned. 

Talaeh Al Fatah said it car- 
ried out the attack, in which 
General Alfi was seriously 
wounded and three civilians 
and the two assailants were 
killed. 

Mr. Zawahri, who went to 
fight Soviet troops in Afghanis- 
tan in the 1980s, now lives in 
Geneva. 

The Egyptian authorities 
have accused Islamic militants 
living in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan of masterminding 
attacks in Egypt, and Cairo has 
been seeking their extradition 
for months. 

Afghan President Burha- 
nuddm Rabbani has pledged to 
remove all threats to Egypt’s 
security from Afghan territory, 
where hundreds of the Egyp- 


did not say whether 
Rabbani agreed to an Egyptian 
request for a bilateral extradi- 
tion treaty to be signed, so that 
Islamic militants already con- 
victed by Egptian courts could 
be sent back from Afgha- 
nistan. 


Mr. Zawahri warned that 
Talaeh Al Fatah would “once 
again be visible on the 

S ound,” and a committee of 
lami c scholars bad been in- 
structed tty the movement to 
issue religious death sentences 
to be carried out by the mili- 
tants. 

Talaeh Al Fatah aimed to 
establish an Islamic state 'that 
strives to liberate (occupied) 
Muslim territories, starting 
with Jerusalem, and to liberate 
tbe Muslim nation from econo- 
mic dependence on the West,” 
Mr. Zawahri said. 


Asked whether his move- 
ment was planning to assassin- 
ate U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali, Mr. Zawahri 
said: “The Muslims in Bosnia, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, 
Palestine and Egypt are wait- 
ing for Ghali to be elimin- 


ated.’ 


Al Arabi said it interviewed 
him by fax. 


Suicide bomber’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday that the 
Dec. 13 target date for starting 
the pullout was “not a holy 
date. 

“Nothing will start to be 
implemented before reaching 
agreement on the major issues, 
first and foremost the security 
issues,” Mr. Rabin said. 

On Sunday another Palesti- 
nian group said its fighters 
operating in the Gaza Strip 
attacked Israeli soldiers in the 


town of Rafah, killing 
ig a 

Israel denied any knowledge 


wounding a number 


tiling or 
of them. 


of such an attack. 


The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
Said in a statement the attack 
was launched at 10 a..m. (0800 
GMT) and the fighters re- 
turned safely to their base. It 
did not say now many soldiers 
were killed. 

“Our fighters attacked a 
gathering of the enemy's sol- 
diers at the Rafah crosspoint 
using automatic guns and hand 
grenades killing or wounding a 
number of occupation sol- 
diers,” the ■ PFLP statement 
said. 

Israeli military officials de- 
nied there had been an attack 
against their forces in Rafah on 
Sunday. 


Bury the 
hatchet, 
de Klerk 


pleads 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Frederik de Klerk on 
Monday opened the last ses- 
sion of foe country’s apartheid 


parliament with an appeal to 
nbury foe 


all South Africans to 
hatchet. 

“To much heckling from the 
ro-apartheid Conservative 


pro-aparmeia conservative 
Party (CP), he said: “I hope 
that al 1 Soutfl Africans will 


now bury the hatchet, will 
abide by foe rules of the game 
and wiu begin to concentrate 
on the game itself — foe com- 
ing election.” 

Tbe three-week session will 
pass into law a new democratic 
constitution that will come into 
effect after South Africa’s first 
non-radal elections, scheduled 
for April 27. 

Mr. De Klerk appealed to all 
'es to endorse foe new 
ic law, which, he said, 
“turns South Africa once and 
for and all into a rcchtstaat — a 
state in which foe rule of law is 
sovereign,” adding that the dif- 
ference between toe new con- 
stitution and tbe current one 
was “dramatic.” 

Right-wing parties have re- 
jected tbe constitutional 
accord signalling foe end of 300 
years of white rule, which was 
ratified by democracy nego- 
tiators Thursday in Johannes- 
burg. 

As Mr. De Klerk faced foe 
caucus of his ruling National 
Party before the session 
opened, about 40 white ex- 
tremists marched on parlia- 
ment to demand a whites-only 
election and a separate home- 
land for Afrikaners. 

In a memorandum, the pro- 
testors said: “We victims of 
apartheid, we whites, demand 
recognition and a return to 
sanity.” 

CP leader Ferdi Hartzen- 
berg last week said Mr. De 
Klerk was “morally and consti- 
tutionally obliged*' to call for a 
whites-only election, a point he 
is likely to repeat when he 
responds to Mr. De Klerk in 
parliament. 

Emerging from the caucus, 
Mr. De Klerk denied reports 
Of a split among pro-democra- 
cy and conservative members 
within his party. 

“It was nothing but posi- 
tive,” be said, referring to the 
mood among NP members as 
they faced foe end of white 
minority rule. 

Mr. De Klerk said he was 


certain the only dissent among 
the parliamentarians gathered 


here would be from CP mem- 
bers. 

“I want to know exactly 
where they (the CP) stand on 
federalism,” he said, adding 
that be expected tough oppso- 
tion from the party. 

Shortly before it opened, 
government chief negotiator 
Roelf Meyer describd the ses- 
sion as “an historical occa- 
sion.'* 

“It will do away with apar- 
theid," he said. “It will get rid 
of what was wrong in the past, 
at the same time it wiD be 
substantive and provide foe 
new roles by which South Afri- 
ca will live.” 
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A Palestinian teenager throws stones at Israeli soldiers in 
RamaUab Sunday as dashes continued following foe Israeli 
killing of a 15-year-old student on Nov. 13 (AFP photo) 


Palestinians want 


elections, poll finds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Most Palesti- 
nians in foe Israeli-occupied 
territories want general elec- 
tions to choose officials to run 
their affairs under foe Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) self-rule accord, an 
opinion poll released on Mon-, 
day showed. 

The survey of 1,855 Palesti- 
nians from foe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip was conducted by 
foe Centre for Palestine Re- 
search and Studies. 

It showed a slight drop in 
support for PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment since Sept. 10, three days 
before tbe accord was signed m 
Washington. 


per cent said they would 
choose an Islamic State. 

Support of the Fateh move- 
ment has dropped from 45.6 
per cent in September to 413 
per cent now. The survey said 
foe fall could stem from “im- 
f ulffll ed political-economic ex- 
pectations after the signing of 
the declaration of principles.” 
Mr. Nader said, who super- 


vised foe poll, spid the centre 
folic 

y surveys until the elections, 




Ians to follow up with month- 


According to the poll, 73 per 
cent respondents said they 


wanted elections to choose 
members of foe Palestinian 


council, a legislative body with 
limited powers that would su- 


pervise tis activities of a self- 
government • authority for the 
territories. 

Only 15.4 per cent said they 
would agree the counci] be 
appointed by foe PLO. 

Under the accord, elections 
must be held by July 13 to pick 
members of the council. Israel 
and foe PLO, now negotiating 
ways of implementing the 
agreement, are also to discuss 
election modalities. 

The poll, which carried a 
one per cent margin of ’error, 
also showed 58 per cent of 
respondents wanted a multi- 
party system while only 18.7 


‘This is one way for bringing 
in the Palestinian people Into 
foe decision-malting process in 
an objective, scientific way,” 
be said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas gathered 
more support from 13 to 14 per 
cent ana George Habasn’s 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine jumped from 
six to cine per cent. However, 
Islamic Jihad dropped from 
four to three per cent. 

The Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 


went up from one per cent to 
more than two per cent. 

But two pro- Arafat groups 


were credited with a combined 
six per cent compared with 
four per cent in 


Support for independent, 
candidates dropped from 12 


per cent to nine and for 
^others” from 15 per cent to 14 


per cent. 

Under the Sept. 13 agree- 
ment, elections to a Palestinian 


autonomy council are due to 


be held l)y July 13. 


Lawyers shift blame 
for toddler’s killing 


PRESTON, England (R) — 
ach of 


Defence lawyers for each 


two 11-year-old boys accused 
ddler 


of murdering a toddler attemp- 


ted Monday to heap blame on 
r defer 


the other defendant. 


They also said it was ridicu- 
lous tor prosecutors to claim 
that the two boys planned to 


kill two-year-old James Bulger 
m ms 


when they lured him from 
mother in a suburban Liver- 
pool shopping mall on Feb. 12. 

For a murder conviction, 
prosecutors must prove that 
one or both boys, aged 10 at 
tbe time, intended to kill or 
seriously harm the child and, 
because they are so young, that 
they knew this was an evil. 

thing to do. 

“No one planned to do it,” 
said Brian Walsh, defending 
foe boy referred to as Child B 
who admits a part in the killing 
whose brutahty and apparent 
senselessness shocked Britain. 

Mr. Walsh said B alone told 
the truth and had shown real 
remorse, “the events that 
afternoon will haunt him for 
the rest of his life,” he said, 
suggesting B could be con- 
victed of manslaughter. 

David Turner, defending 
child A, said it was “beyond 
belief’ that children whose 
previous misdemeanours were 
shoplifting and rruancy should 
commit such a diabolical crime 
as premediated, motiveless 
murder. 


If convicted of murder, foe 
boys will be detained inde- 
finitely. Even if acquitted, they 
are likely to spend many years 
in special state care. 

“A tragedy for the Bulger 
family, yes, out also a tragedy 
for foe familes of Child A and 
Child B,” Mr. Turner told the 
jury in his closing speech. 

“Whatever your verdict, 
these boys will never have nor- 
mal lives, never have a normal 
childhood again.” 

Both defence lawyers tried 
to blacken the jury’s picture of 
foe other boy and show that he 
played the greater, or only, 
part in the killing. 


Mr. Turner said: (Child B), 
unhappily and tragically, car- 
ried out a sudden and sus- 
tained attack on little James.” 
Mr. Walsh said: “Mr. Tur- 
ner 
client 


is trying 
it did, oa 


to do what his 
:ly t< 

blame for everything onto (B) 


namely to shift tbe 


— the boy who told the truth.' 
Mr. Walsh said A had lied 


and argued throughout his 
questioning, unlike the sad boy 
he was defending who had 
been put off giving himself up 
only by the fear that his mother 
would no longer love him. 


Both lawyers urged foe jury 
the families 


Child A has said that he 
looked on in horror as B, once 
his best friend, bludgeoned 
Bulger to death with bricks and 


?a heavy metal bar and dumpe 
ly line 


foe body in a railway ... 
where a train cut it in two 


to think of all 

involved. Bulger’s mother has 
been too distressed to apepar 
in court ar.d his father stopped 
attending after the first week. 

“When James* body was 
found on St. Falentine's Day 
(Feb. 14), the city of Liverpool 
missed a heartbeat and the 
nation was shrouded in grief,” 
Mr. Turner said. "This was not 
a tragedy of one family but of 
three.” 



Groupsends £ 
comfort to Bosnia! 
in a little gift b^ | 


TORONTO (AP) — It yas q 
bottle of Chanel that stopif 
the volunteers short as tt| 
packed gift bags of toilet^ 
and other donated items 
women in war-ravaged Bosry 
Into each pretty cotton Scf 
went basics that are now le 
uries in a war: Shampcj 
toothpaste, toilet paper, detl 
gent, vitamins, deodora^ 
socks, candles, a comb, a ft* 
towel, pain relievers and b 
wipes. But perfume? “If I 


»» ipVJt AJ UL U A *r 

sitting up to my knees in mj 
for a year... If rd gone throu; 


the kind of devastating expd ? 
ence the women of Boss 


have, the waft of perfiime col 
ing across my nose, rd id 
it, said Laurie BucTfan.1 
who organised the {frojef 
Case closed. The Chanel wfl 
in. Buchanan, an Engl} 
teacher at Toronto's Hu mi; 
College, recruited about jf 
women to start the relief 
fact, called Woman r j 
Woman. In early fall, ft 
began to seek donatior 
spreading foe word foroiJ 
church groups, synagogu', 
schools and workplaces. 1 
response was overwhelm!; 
Couriers showed up at Buci 
nan's apartment, which ^ 
soon knee-deep in donatio 
from across Canada. So: 
people donated money, wh, 
was used to buy tights ?_ 
socks. Others gave what mi; 
be considered luxuries, such 


scented body lotion, or a stu 
stick. Buchanan si 


new lit 
they ■ decided to senc?t»thc 
items, as well. “This is abc 
giving comforts t'o' people.” s, 
said. "In that kind pf spirit, i 
send everything.” : ' 1 


Bolger curse 
bites the hand 
that feeds It 


WELLINGTON (AFP) | 


his or her job. An impress: 
list includes Japan’s Kii<* 
Miyazawa. French Prirf 


Ministers Edith Cresson 
Michel Rocard, former Tj 
Irish "Prime Minister Tur' 
Ozal. Vanuatu’s Walter Li 
Australia's Bob Hawke. Sot 
Foreign Minister Boris -Pa- 
ken, U.S. President Geo 
Bush and Canada’s Brian M 
roney. Two months after me 
ing Mr. Bolger Polish Pri 
Minister Hanna Suchoka *. 
looking for a job and Russ: 
Vice President Alexanc' 
Rutskoi may be regretting 
two meetings with Mr. Bolg 
As it was Mr. Bolger o 
narrowly missed losing fes o 

irth in plurt^nnc thic V.anr 


job in elections this ukul 
Radio New Zealand (R>, 


reported Monday that a 
tefevisi 


evision hired a fashion c 
sultant to rate the styles 
each of the leaders attend 
the weekend retreat sessi- 
Mr. Bolger was hailed for . 
style, based on a peren( 
brown leather jacket, but v 


continually referred to as O 
Patten. RNZ said to add tor 


mj 


ury 


r the New York Tu® 



was labelled as 


jgn jv 
Chre 


tien.* r 


Philippines first - 
lady plays piano n-j 
in jazz concerts w 

TACOMA, Wash. (AP) < 
The Executive .Jazz Bai 
couldn't get President fi 
Clinton to sit in on saxophoJ 
but the audience hafu 
seemed to care. After all, f 
3,000 people who attended t 
concert Saturday night at t 
Tacoma Dome did get to h< 
one of the newest members 
the 18-piece Filipino group 
Amelita Ramos, wife of Phi! 
[lines President Fidel Ram' 
One took solos on Lulkiby 
Birdland. the theme fjumJ 
Man And A Woman and R-.| 
Boogie. Listeners bounced^ 
their-chairs and cheered dur j 
foe concert, a fund raiser/ 
victims of the 1991 
Pinatubo eruption, j\ iy 
American youth .activit 
a proposed P.hilippiz 
office in the Pacific n 



The celebrated curse . asso-‘ 
ated with New Zealand Prir| 
.Minister Jim Bdlger, whi| 
one -newspaper has . daimf 
“continues to cut its' dread. <'-’•*£*- 
swathe across world politic* 
was Monday reported to ? 
having an impact on its authef 
BOlger, who has previou 
been confused for Ray Bolj 
who played Strawman in.t 
Wizard Of Oz, was at t 
weekend APEC summit 
Seattle where he was mistak 
for Hong Kong Govern 
Chris Patten ana new Cai 
dian Prime Minister Je 
Chretien, reports, said. Tl 
Bolger curse, as the da] 
Dominion here labels it. bo; 
that any leader Mr. F-xAg 
meets shortly thereafter' loii 







